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Minorities ,  Gay  People  Shut  Out 

Boston  Task  Force  Criticizes  Police 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Police 
and  Fire  Departments  have  failed 
to  recruit  adequate  numbers  of 
racial,  ethnic  and  sexual  minorities 
as  well  as  women  into  their  ranks 
and  may  be  practicing  discrimin¬ 
ation  by  using  culturally-biased 
civil  service  and  psychological 
screening  procedures,  according  to 
a  report  released  on  February  8  by 
the  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on  Public 
Safety. 

The  strongly-worded  report, 
part  of  a  900-page  compilation  of 
the  findings  of  12  task  forces  ap¬ 
pointed  by  newly-elected  Mayor 
Ray  Flynn,  recommends  increased 
outreach  to  the  women’s  and 
minority  communities,  sensitivity 
training  for  both  new  recruits  and 


By  Jim  Ryan 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Dem¬ 
ocratic  frontrunner  and  former 
Vice  President  Walter  F.  Mondale 
was  criticized  this  week  for  his 
response  to  a  questionnaire  issued 

by  a  coalition  of  national  gay  and 
lesbian  organizations. 

The  questionnaire  was  sent  to 
Mondale  and  other  presidential 
hopefuls  as  part  of  “•  '84  and 
Counting,”  a  voter  registration  and 
education  campaign  conducted  by 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force  in 
conjunction  with  the  Gay  Rights 
National  Lobby,  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Democratic  Clubs  and  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays. 

Mondale  reiterated  his  support 
for  a  “legislative  remedy”  to  com¬ 
bat  discrimination  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians  but  again  stopped 
short  of  supporting  the  bill  current¬ 
ly  before  Congress  which  would 
add  prohibitions  against  dis¬ 
crimination  based  on  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  to  the  existing  protections 
of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act. 

Mondale  promised  to  issue, 
within  three  months  of  taking  of¬ 
fice,  executive  orders  banning  dis¬ 
crimination  in  federal  government 
employment  and  federally  con¬ 
tracted  private  employment.  Ask¬ 
ed  about  extending  such  an  order 
to  the  branches  of  the  military,  he 
said,  “I  have  yet  to  reach  a  deci¬ 
sion  concerning  the  extension  of 
this  ban  to  uniform  personnel.” 
Asked  about  including  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency,  the  National 
Security  Agency  and  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  in  such  an 
order,  Mondale  responded,  “1 
have  yet  to  reach  a  decision  con¬ 
cerning  the  extension  of  this  ban  to 
the  security  agencies.” 

One  the  question  of  removing 
restrictions  on  granting  security 
clearances  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Mondale  said  this:  “Tradi¬ 
tionally  the  security  field  has 
sought  to  minimize  the  vulnerabili¬ 
ty  of  its  members  to  blackmail.  On 
occasion,  its  attempts  to  do  so 
come  into  conflict  with  the  civil 
rights  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
apply  for  positions  in  the  field.  As 
President,  1  would  establish  a 
commission  to  investigate  the 
merits  of  current  administrative 
policy  in  this  regard  and  make 
recommendations  to  resolve  any 


veteran  personnel,  and  an  examin¬ 
ation  of  screening  and  hiring  pro¬ 
cedures.  The  report  also  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  Community  Disor¬ 
ders  Unit,  a  special  police  unit  that 
investigates  “racial  incidents,”  be 
expanded  to  include  jurisdiction 
over  homophobic  violence 
directed  at  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
and  that  the  city  investigate  the 
possibility  of  establishing  an  in¬ 
dependent  civilian  review  board  to 
investigate  charges  of  police 
misconduct. 

Since  1972,  the  police  and  fire 
departments  have  recruited  per¬ 
sonnel  under  guidelines  set  by  two 
federal  court  decisions.  For  the 
police  department,  one  minority 
person  (defined  by  the  court  as 


civil  rights  conflict  in  this  policy.” 

Virginia  Apuzzo,  executive 
director  of  NGTF,  declared  that 
this  response  “indicates  a  serious 
insensitivity  to  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  who  have  loyally  served  and 
continue  to  serve  their  country. 
The  Blackmail  charge  is  a  red  herr¬ 
ing  that  most  thinking  people  have 
long  since  dismissed.” 

In  the  area  of  immigration, 
Mondale  said  he  would  support 
legislation  to  eliminate  invidious 
provisions  of  the  immigration  law, 
but  would  not  promise  that 
challenges  to  those  existing  provi¬ 
sions  would  go  uncontested  by  his 
Administration’s  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment:  “As  President,  under  our 
constitutional  framework,  it 
would  be  my  duty  to  enforce  the 
laws,  not  to  make  them... or 
definitively  interpret  them.” 

On  questions  about  health  care, 
Mondale  called  the  AIDS  situa¬ 
tion,  “a  national  health  tragedy 


black  or  Hispanic)  must  be  hired 
for  every  non-minority  person  un¬ 
til  the  department  as  a  whole 
matches  the  35  percent  of  the  city 
that  is  black  or  Hispanic. 

However,  the  task  force  report 
notes  that  “the  opportunities  for 
excluding  minorities,  even  the 
minorities  mandated  by  the 
Federal  Court  to  be  hired  by  the 
Boston  Police  Department,  are 
numerous.  In  the  last  five  hirings, 
the  number  of  minority  persons 
has  not  equalled  the  number  of 
non-minority  people  hired.... If 
there  is  such  a  failure  to  meet  man¬ 
dated  requirements,  what  efforts 
are  being  made  to  have  the  police 
reflect  the  diversity  of  the  city 
regarding  non-mandated  minori- 


and  nothing  like  it  should  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  occur  again,”  but  had 
“at  this  point,  no  specific  pro¬ 
posals”  to  improve  the  nation’s 
health  care  system’s  respon¬ 
siveness  to  public  health  emergen¬ 
cies. 

Many  expressed  disappointment 
at  Mondale’s  responses,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  light  of  earlier  stronger 
statements.  As  Apuzzo  put  it, 
“They  show  a  need  for  continuing 
dialogue  with  the  gay/lesbian 
community  that  will  make  the 
former  Vice  President  more  re¬ 
sponsive  to  our  concerns.” 

To  date,  no  responses  at  all  have 
been  received  from  President 
Reagan,  Sen.  John  Glenn,  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson  or  Gov.  Reuben 
Askew.  When  they  are  received, 
“  '84  and  Counting”  will  tabulate 
the  responses  and  prepare  an 
analysis  for  distribution  to  the 
press  and  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity. 


ties  or  unrepresented  groups  — 
women,  gays  and  lesbians,  Asians, 
and  other  national,  racial  and 
ethnic  minorities?” 

The  latter  “non-mandated  mi¬ 
norities”  are  protected  by  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  first  issued  by  former 
Mayor  Kevin  White  and  re-issued 
by  Mayor  Flynn  shortly  after 
assuming  office  at  the  beginning  of 
this  year.  According  to  the  task 
force,  however,  “the  Mayor’s 
anti-discrimination  Executive  Or¬ 
ders  seem  largely  to  be  ignored. 
We  have  not  seen  an  order  by  the 
Commissioner  ratifying  or  affirm¬ 
ing  the  lofty  goals  of  the  Mayor’s 
Executive  Orders.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  there  is  the  impression  tht 
the  Department  does  not  care.  The 
Affirmative  Action  Committee  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department  ap¬ 
parently  has  not  met  in  eight 
months.” 

The  report  suggests  also  that  the 
department  may  be  using  psycho¬ 
logical  screening  procedures  as  a 
way  of  excluding  qualified  minori¬ 
ty  persons  who  have  passed  the  re¬ 
quired  Civil  Service  examination. 
“There  are  apparently  sections  of 
this  [psychological]  exam  which 
attempt  to  determine  the  taker’s 
sexual  preference,  which  would 
appear  to  be  irrelevant,”  notes  the 
report.  “It  is  also  claimed  that  the 
psychological  testing  is  culturally 
biased  and  that  it  is  used  to  exclude 
racial  and  other  minorities  as 
well.” 

The  Boston  Police  Department 
spokesperson  Peter  Woloschuk 
refused  to  comment  on  the  task 
force’s  report,  copies  of  which 
have  been  available  to  the  public 
since  February  8,  because  “we 
have  not  officially  received  a  copy 
of  it.”  A  spokesperson  in  the 
Mayor’s  Office,  however,  told 
GCN  the  report  has  been  sent  to  all 
city  departments,  including  the 
police  department. 

Asked  about  the  department’s 
policy  of  applying  psychological 
tests  to  potential  police  recruits, 
Woloschuk  denied  that  such 
screening  was  used  to  determine  an 


Hiring 

applicant’s  sexual  preference. 
“It’s  simply  to  determine  the 
stability  of  the  individual,” 
Woloschuk  said.  “These  are  peo¬ 
ple  that  have  to  put  up  with  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  abuse  and  stress 
and  are  obviously  armed  and  have 
to  make  split-second  decisions.” 

Sgt.  Sidney  Goodman,  Recruit 
Investigator  for  the  department, 
told  GCN  his  department  employs 
a  psychologist  who  administers  the 
Minnesota  Multiphasic  Personali¬ 
ty  Inventory  (MMPI)  to  potential 
recruits.  “It’s  up  to  the  psy¬ 
chologist  [to  decide]  whether  or 
not  this  person  would  be  a  suitable 
police  officer,”  Goodman  said, 
adding  that  the  psychologist  would 
look  at  “a  history  of  violence,  the 
use  of  violence  to  resolve  their 
fears,  things  like  that.” 

Goodman  denied  that  the 
screening  would  be  used  to  deter¬ 
mine  a  person’s  sexual  preference. 
“That  has  never  been  a  criterion,” 
he  maintained.  “In  fact,  we  have 
discussed  that  with  the  psycholo¬ 
gist  and  the  director  of  personnel, 
but  to  our  knowledge  that  has 
never  come  up.” 

Goodman,  who  said  he  has  seen 
only  news  accounts  of  the  task 
force’s  report,  told  GCN  he 
disagreed  with  the  criticism  of 
minority  recruitment  efforts. 
“There  is  no  organization  in  the  ci¬ 
ty  or  state  which  has  as  good  a  hir¬ 
ing  policy  as  the  Boston  Police 
Department,”  he  said.  “We  have 
complied  with  [the  federal  court 
decision]  100  percent.  If  we  didn’t 
comply  with  that  we  would  be 
back  in  court.” 

The  Task  Force  also  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  mandate  of  the 
Community  Disorders  Unit 
(CDU)  a  special  unit  which  now  in¬ 
vestigates  so-called  “racial  in¬ 
cidents,”  be  broadened  to  include 
investigation  of  “reported  in¬ 
cidents  of  harassment  of  gays  and 
lesbians.” 

According  to  the  report,  when 
task  force  members  asked  CDU 
Director  Chuck  Wexler  why  his 
Continued  on  page  6 


Activist  Appointed  to  New  Post 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  A  veteran  local 
gay  activist  has  been  appointed 
to  a  post  in  the  newly-created 
Constituent  Services  office  of 
Boston  Mayor  Ray  Flynn.  Don 
Babets,  a  resident  of  the  Fort 
Hill  area  of  Roxbury,  began 
work  on  January  23  as  one  of 
five  coordinators  handling 
problems  with  city  services  in 
such  areas  as  housing,  health, 
and  public  safety. 

Although  Babets  will  attend 
to  all  kinds  of  constituent  com¬ 
plaints,  he  notes  that  he  was 
hired  as  an  openly  gay  man 
with  the  intent  that  he  should 
apply  himself  to  specifically 
gay-related  matters.  “A  large 
part  of  that  is  [Constituent  Ser¬ 
vices  Director]  Carmen  Pola,” 
Babets  says,  “because  she’s 
supportive  of  me  and  she’s  sup¬ 
portive  of  the  community.  She 
has  been  emphatic  that  this  of¬ 
fice  will  serve  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.” 

In  the  course  of  handling  in¬ 
quiries,  Babets  says,  he  has 
already  met  with  Boston  police 
liaison  Lt.  Donald  Devine  and 


he  expects  to  work  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  mayoral  liaison  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
once  that  appointment  has 
been  made.  The  liaison,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Babets,  will  prob¬ 
ably  concern  her-  or  himself 
with  more  broadly  defined 
community-wide  issues  of 
policy  and  administration, 
while  of  Office  of  Constituent 
Services  will  focus  its  efforts  on 
individual  problems  with  the 
city  bureaucracy. 

Babets  has  a  long  record  of 
participation  in  Massachusetts 
gay  politics.  In  1979,  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  University  of  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  he  helped  draft  a  sex¬ 
ual  preference  non-discrimina¬ 
tion  policy  for  the  university. 
When  a  gay  man  was  murdered 
in  the  Fenway  in  1980,  Babets 
helped  organize  a  community 
vigil  and  protest.  In  1982, 
Babets  served  as  a  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  for 
former  Massachusetts  State 
Senator  Bill  Owens 
(R-Mattapan). 


Don  Babets 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“Any  woman  can  say  she's  a  lesbian  and  who 
can  prove  if  she  is  or  isn’t.  Then,  they  can  get  special 
affirmative  action  for  jobs.” 

—  Mary  Jane  Rachner,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  in  conver¬ 
sation  with  the  Washington  Blade ,  explained  that,  in- 
this  way,  the  lavender  menace  jeopardizes  the  civil 
rights  of  black  people  and  “the  truly  disabled,”  both 
of  which  she  calls  “honest  minorities.”  Rachner  is 
the  woman  who  organized  the  ad  campaign  urging 
women  to  donate  $5  to  “Women  for  Reagan,”  an  ad 
which  appeared  in  the  Washington  Times  and  the 
Boston  Globe  and  was  our  “quote  of  the  week”  four 
weeks  ago. 


hep  b  vaccine  available  at  harvard 
community  health 

BOSTON  —  A  reader  has  alerted  us  to  the  fact 
that  hepatitis  B  vaccine  is  now  available  to  members 
of  the  Harvard  Community  Health  Plan  for  their  usual 
fee  of  $1  per  visit.  Gay  men  are  at  particular  risk  of 
contracting  hepatitis  B,  a  liver  infection  which  kills 
5000  people  each  year.  A  simple  and  relatively  inex¬ 
pensive  screening  can  determine  an  individual’s  need 
for  the  vaccine.  Hepatitis  B  vaccine  and  screening  are 
also  available  from  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center. 


eleventh  maine  symposium 

ORONO,  ME  —  The  eleventh  annual  Maine  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gaymen’s  Symposium  will  be  held  at  the 
University  of  Maine  at  Orono,  March  23-25.  Sponsored 
in  part  by  the  University  of  Maine  and  the  Wjlde-Stein 
Club  at  the  school,  the  symposium’s  focus  will  be  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  in  Maine.  Discussions 
will  feature  political  action,  intra-state  communica¬ 
tion  and  recognition  of  1984  as  the  International  Year 
of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Action.  For  more  information, 
write  to  Symposium  XI,  The  Wilde-Stein  Club, 
Memorial  Union,  University  of  Maine,  Orono,  04473. 


studds  to  be  honored 

NEW  YORK  —  Rep.  Gerry  Studds  (D-Cape  Cod) 
will  receive  the  Howard  J.  Brown  award  at  the  seventh 
annual  Fund  for  Human  Dignity  dinner,  to  be  held 
here  on  May  14.  According  to  a  Fund  press  release, 
the  award  is  given  “for  the  beauty  of  courage  which 
sustains  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  their  struggle  for 
dignity,  to  those  through  whose  example  freedom  is  a 
step  closer  for  humankind.”  Studds  came  out  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  last  summer 
after  an  investigation  revealed  he  had  had  a  sexual  re¬ 
lationship  with  a  male  page  ten  years  before. 

The  Fund  for  Human  Dignity  is  a  non-profit,  tax- 
exempt  educational  affiliate  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force.  For  more  information,  call  (212)  741-5800. 


California  mental  health  videotapes 
available  for  use 

NEW  YORK  —  Fund  for  Human  Dignity  executive 
director  Virginia  Apuzzo  has  announced  the  Fund’s 
acquisition  of  four  public  service  announcement 
videotapes  promoting  a  healthy  lesbian  and  gay  self- 
image.  The  tapes  were  produced  by  the  state  of 
California  but  never  released  for  use.  California  state 
Assemblyman  Art  Agnos  purchased  the  tapes  from 
the  state  for  $1  each  and  has  passed  them  on  to  the 
Fund.  Apuzzo  said  the  Fund  will  make  the  tapes 
available  to  local  gay  and  lesbian  groups  for  airing  on 
their  local  stations. 

The  tapes  caused  a  controversy  in  late  1983 
when  California  officials  released  all  the  other  mental 
health  public  service  announcements  produced  dur¬ 
ing  Gov.  Jerry  Brown’s  term  of  office,  but  refused  to 
release  the  tapes  pertaining  to  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
Officials  claimed  the  tapes  might  be  viewed  as  "pro¬ 
moting”  homosexuality  because  lesbians  and  gay 
men  were  portrayed  as  happy  and  productive  people. 
Agnos  was  able  to  secure  the  tapes  from  a  California 
government  official  with  just  ten  minutes  remaining 
in  Brown's  term  of  office.  In  a  scene  reminiscent  of 
Watergate’s  Deep  Throat  caper,  Agnos  met  the  of¬ 
ficial  in  a  parking  garage  to  pick  up  the  tapes  and 
later  paid  the  state  $1  each. 

For  information  on  use  of  the  tapes,  contact 
Virginia  Apuzzo  at  (212)  741-5800. 


penn  students  seek  to  ban  military 
recruiters 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Lesbians  and  Gays  at  Penn 
(LGAP)  has  filed  a  complaint  with  the  Philadelphia 
Commission  on  Human  Relations  against  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania  for  allowing  military  recruiters 
on  campus,  according  to  the  Gay  News. 

LGAP  has  charged  the  University  with  violating 
the  city’s  Fair  Practices  Act  by  allowing  the  military  to 
recruit  on  campus.  All  branches  of  the  military  have 
written  policies  explicitly  discriminating  against  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  Discrimination  in  employment, 
housing  and  public  accommodations  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  preference  is  prohibited  by  the  Fair  Practices 
Act. 

An  attorney  for  LGAP,  David  Webber,  said  that 
“the  University,  through  its  placement  office,  is 
operating  an  employment  agency  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Fair  Practices  Act.” 


anti-apartheid  demonstrations  staged 

BOSTON  —  About  50  people,  several  lesbians 
and  gay  men  among  them,  staged  a  demonstration  on 
Feb.  4,  to  protest  advertisements  recently  run  in  the 
Boston  Globe.  The  ads,  selling  inexpensive  houses  in 
South  Africa,  are  aimed  at  American  investors  and 
were  placed  by  the  government  to  attract  foreign 
investments  in  the  government-owned  housing  stock 
for  black  workers. 

The  ads  boasted,  “The  Future:  Better  Prospects 
for  all,”  and  urged  readers,  “If  you’re  faced  with  a 
decision  about  South  Africa,  make  sure  you  have  all 
the  facts.”  Two  facts  about  South  Africa  not  mention¬ 
ed  by  the  government  in  their  ads  is  that  the  black 
people  of  that  country  live  under  one  of  the  most 
harshly  enforced  systems  of  institutional  racism  in 
the  world  and  that  black  workers  are  not  allowed  by 
the  government  to  purchase  their  own  homes. 


russian  gay  group  surfaces  in  leningrad 

LENINGRAD  —  A  group  of  30-40  gay  people  here 
have  contacted  the  gay  section  of  the  Dutch  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  according  to  Gay  Scotland.  One  of  the 
group’s  correspondents  has  written  that  a  series  of 
seminars  on  homosexuality  is  underway  at  universi¬ 
ties  in  Leningrad,  Moscow,  Riga,  Tallin  and  Kiev.  The 
correspondent  also  reported  that  the  Soviet  public  is 
uninformed  about  changing  official  attitudes  towards 
homosexuality  in  other  Community  countries,  such 
as  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary  and  Poland.  The  Russian 
group  is  trying  to  contact  gay  people  in  these  coun¬ 
tries. 

Under  article  121  of  the  Soviet  penal  code,  all 
homosexual  acts  are  illegal  and  punishable  by  a 
minimum  of  five  years’  imprisonment. 


Chicago  gets  a  police/gay  liaison 

CHICAGO  —  The  police  superintendent  here  has 
named  an  administrative  assistant  as  the  police 
liaison  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  according 
to  GayLife.  Superintendent  Fred  Rice  appointed  Ray 
Risley  to  the  post  at  a  Jan.  27  meeting  with  members 
of  the  Illinois  Gay/Lesbian  Task  Force.  IGLTF  co-chair 
Al  Wardell  called  the  development  “fantastic.” 

Rice  was  reluctant,  though,  to  enact  two  other 
Task  Force  proposals  for  his  department.  The  first 
proposal  called  for  a  formal  nondiscriminatory  hiring 
and  promotion  policy  in  the  department  and  the  other 
requested  an  expanded  cadet  training  program  on 
gay  and  lesbian  issues,  which  is  presently  conducted 
by  Task  Force  members.  Nevertheless,  Wardell  said 
he  was  “ecstatic.”  “I  thought  it  would  be  much  harder 
than  it  was.  I  thought  we  would  have  to  beg  and  plead 
for  a  liaison.  Now  we  can  work  with  all  levels  of  the 
department,”  Wardell  said. 


two  immigration  cases  inch  toward  u.s. 
supreme  court  review 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Two  immigration  cases  im¬ 
portant  to  gay  men  and  lesbians  have  made  some  pro¬ 
gress  lately  in  their  arduous  journeys  through  the 
federal  court  system. 

In  the  Richard  Longstaff  case,  the  National  Gay 
Rights  Advocates  (NGRA)  filed  a  petition  on  Jan.  25  to 
request  a  U.S.  Supreme  Court  review  of  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  policy  that  can  be  used  to 
exclude  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  U.S.  citizenship. 
Longstaff  has  been  a  resident  of  Dallas  for  the  last  18 
years.  His  application  for  naturalization  was  rejected 
by  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals,-  Fifth  Circuit,  last 
September  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  failed  to 
establish  good  moral  character  because  he  admitted 
engaging  in  homosexual  activity  before  he  entered 
the  U.S. 

Leonard  Graff,  NGRA’s  legal  director,  said  of  the 
ruling  against  Longstaff,  “That  ruling  is  directly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  ruling  by  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  in  San 
Francisco  in  the  Carl  Hill  case.”  In  Hill,  the  Ninth  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  of  Appeals  ruled  that  gay  people  could  no 
longer  be  excluded  from  the  country  solely  on  the 
basis  of  their  sexual  preference. 

The  Ninth  District  Court  of  Appeals  recently 
denied  an  INS  request  for  a  rehearing  of  the  Hill  case 
by  the  entire  panel  of  judges.  This  request  is  usually 
made  by  lawyers  to  demonstrate  their  efforts  to 
utilize  all  existing  legal  options  before  requesting 
Supreme  Court  review.  The  INS  is  expected  to  re¬ 
quest  such  a  review  of  Hill ,  thus  giving  to  the  Supreme 
Court  nearly  identical  questions  with  diametrically 
opposing  lower  court  rulings. 


lesbian  appointed  to  city/state  liaison 
post 

BOSTON  —  Arline  Isaacson,  most  recently  the 
legislative  lobbyist  for  the  Massachusetts  Gay 
Political  Caucus,  was  appointed  on  Feb.  10  to  a  city 
lobbyist  post  by  Mayor  Ray  Flynn.  Flynn  named  Isaac¬ 
son  to  be  the  city’s  liaison  to  the  State  House  and  to 
work  with  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of 
state  government  on  issues  of  interest  to  the  city. 
Isaacson  will  be  based  in  the  Office  of  Governmental 
Relations,  directed  by  Daniel  M.  Hart. 


southeastern  lesbian  writers 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  FL  —  The  sixth  annual 
Southeastern  Lesbian  Writers  Conference  will  con¬ 
vene  in  central  Georgia  June  7-10.  Calling  it  “Womon- 
writes  ’84,”  conference  organizers  encourage  advanc¬ 
ed  registration.  Fees  are:  $40,  advanced;  $50,  at  the 
gate;  $25,  low  income;  $10,  children.  Registration  fees 
include  participation  in  all  conference  events,  cabin- 
style  lodging  and  meals.  Childcare  is  available,  but 
accessibility  for  the  differently  abled  is  limited.  For 
more  information,  send  a  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to:  Womonwrites  ’84,  7134  5th  Ave.  North, 
St.  Petersburg,  FL  33710. 


women’s  blood  drive  scheduled  in 
Cambridge 

CAMBRIDGE  —  A  women’s  blood  drive  has  been 
announced  by  the  Boston  chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  the  Cambridge  YWCA  and 
Am  Tikva,  a  local  group  for  Jewish  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Women  who  wish  to  donate  blood  may  do  so  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  25,  at  the  Cambridge  YWCA  from  10:00 
a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  The  “Y”  is  located  at  7  Temple  St.  in 
Central  Square. 

In  a  press  release  issued  by  the  Boston  NOW 
chapter,  Denise  Gorayeb  said,  “We  are  doing  this  as  a 
means  of  expressing  our  concern  and  support  for 
those  people  who  have  AIDS  and  for  those  who  are  at 
risk.  In  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  10-15  percent 
drop  in  blood  donations,  in  part  due  to  the  voluntary 
withdrawal  from  the  donor  population  of  many  gay 
men.  We  are  urging  women  and  their  friends  to  help 
make  up  this  difference  by  donating  for  those  who 
cannot.” 

A  spokeswoman  for  the  NOW  chapter  said  wom¬ 
en  may  call  661-6015  for  more  information  or  to  sign 
up  to  donate  blood.  She  explained  that  preregis¬ 
tration  by  donors  will  allow  the  Red  Cross  to  schedule 
more  efficiently  the  donations  and  estimate  the 
number  of  workers  and  amount  of  supplies  needed  for 
the  women’s  blood  drive. 
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Trying  the  System 

Talking  About  the  Mel  King  Campaign 

Bv  Sue  Hyde 


BOSTON  —  About  125  people 
attended  a  Feb.  4  forum  sponsored 
by  the  locally  published  journal 
Radical  America  which  was  entitl¬ 
ed  “Social  Movements,  the  Left 
and  Electoral  Politics:  Talking 
About  the  Mel  King  Campaign.” 
Scattered  throughout  the  over¬ 
whelmingly  white  audience  was  a 
significant  number  of  lesbians  and 
a  few  gay  men. 

Estimates  of  the  lesbian  par¬ 
ticipation  ranged  from  one- 
quarter  to  a  perhaps  over-enthusi¬ 
astic  guess  of  one-half  of  the 
crowd.  Certainly  the  inclusion  of 
“Gay  Movement:  Gap  in 
Strategy?”  on  the  publicized  agen¬ 
da  encouraged  attendance  by  gay 
people,  but  as  the  representative 
from  the  King  campaign’s  gay  and 
lesbian  organizing  committee  was 
to  note  later,  Mel  King  is  a  long¬ 
time  supporter  of  the  local  gay  and 
lesbian  community  and  received 
gay  and  lesbian  support  during  the 
campaign. 

Held  at  Roxbury  Community 
College,  the  forum  structure  al¬ 
lowed  for  six  short  prepared  pre¬ 
sentations  followed  by  facilitated 
small  group  discussions. 
Organizers  said  they  hoped  the 
forum  would  provide  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  discussion  of  King’s 
campaign  to  become  mayor  of 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

GENEVA,  N.  Y.  —  Three  wom¬ 
en  from  the  Seneca  Peace  Camp 
who  are  serving  a  sentence  of  89 
days  in  jail  for  throwing  paint  at  a 
military  recruitment  center  are  be¬ 
ginning  the  fourth  week  of  a  hun¬ 
ger  strike  to  protest  their  treatment 
at  the  jail.  The  three  women,  Kim 
Blacklock,  25,  Johanna  (Hans) 
Benschop,  43,  and  Carol  McKen¬ 
zie,  35,  are,  according  to  their  sup¬ 
porters,  ingesting  only  water,  milk 
and  juice. 

According  to  Toni  Guidice,  the 
women  have  suffered  weight  loss 
of  from  10  to  25  pounds  and 
McKenzie  had  to  be  taken  to  the 
hospital  to  be  treated  for  dehydra¬ 
tion. 

The  hunger  strike,  now  entering 
its  fourth  week,  was  denied  by 
Chief  Correctional  Officer  Alan 
Bukowsky,  who  told  GCN  that  it 
is  a  reduction  in  diet,  but  “not 
starvation,  or  anything  close  to 
it.”  He  said  that  the  women’s 
trays’  have  come  back  with  food 
missing  and  that  they  are  ordering 
“potato  chips  and  brownies” 
from  the  commissary.  He  said  that 
their  weight  is  being  tracked  and 
that  he  is  not  alarmed  at  their 
weight  loss  up  to  this  point.  He 
also  said  that  members  of  his  staff 
have  observed  the  women  eating. 

Guidice,  w'ho  is  acting  as  a 
spokesperson,  told  GCN  that  they 
are  not  eating  food  off  their  trays 
and  that  Blacklock  is  allowing 
other  women  to  order  food  from 
the  commissary  in  her  name 
because  she  is  paying  for  it. 
Guidice  said  that  Blacklock,  who 
is  6 '6"  tall,  dropped  from  260 
pounds  to  235  pounds  in  the  first 
three  weeks. 

Guidice  said  that  the  hunger 
strike  began  when  the  three 
women  were  subjected  to  a  shake- 
down  and  a  one-day  lock  up.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  shakedown,  it  was 
discovered  that  they  had 
unauthorized  books  in  their 
possession.  She  told  GCN  that  on¬ 
ly  books  from  the  prison  library 
are  authorized.  The  women  subse¬ 
quently  separated,  with  Blacklock 
being  sent  to  one  section  and 
McKenzie  and  Benschop  to 
another.  Blacklock  has  remained 
separated  from  her  two  compan- 


Boston  as  an  anti-racist  effort  and 
discussion  of  the  coalition-building 
that  went  on  during  the  campaign, 
especially  among  racially  and 
politically  diverse  groups. 

Moderator  Ann  Withorn  made 
brief  introductory  remarks  and  in¬ 
troduced  the  following  speakers: 
James  Jennings  who  talked  about 
multi-racial  coalitions;  Ethel  Gor¬ 
don,  who  spoke  of  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  black  women  in  the  cam¬ 
paign;  Mauricio  Gaston,  who  talk¬ 
ed  about  organizing  in  the  His¬ 
panic  community;  a  representative 
of  the  gay  and  lesbian  organizing 
committee  who  preferred  not  to  be 
named  in  GC/V;  John  Demeter, 
who  talked  of  leftist  involvement 
in  the  King  campaign  and  his  work 
for  King  in  the  Italian  North  End; 
and  Candice  Cason,  who  gave  a 
fascinating,  if  somewhat 
academic,  talk  on  the  nature  of 
coalitions. 

The  forum  organizers  put  to¬ 
gether  a  diverse  list  of  speakers 
and,  through  topic  selection,  were 
able  to  touch  on  many  of  the  issues 
that  arose  during  the  King  cam¬ 
paign.  One  woman  in  attendance 
remarked  that,  for  those  who  had 
not  worked  directly  on  the  cam¬ 
paign,  the  forum  was  too  much 
about  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  trying 
to  get  votes  for  King.  And  while 


tons. 

Guidice  said  that  the  jailers 
separated  the  women  because 
“they  couldn’t  deal  with  the  three 
of  them  together,  they  were  sing¬ 
ing  and  stuff.  They  thought  it 
would  be  easier  to  control  them.” 

In  the  meantime,  the  three  wom¬ 
en  are  appealing  the  sentence  that 
put  them  in  jail  for  89  days  for 
committing  $50.29  worth  of 
damage  to  the  recruitment  center. 
However,  it  is  expected  that  the 
appeal  will  not  be  heard  before  the 
women  are  due  to  be  released  in 
mid-March. 

Blacklock,  McKenzie  and  Ben¬ 
schop  were  found  guilty  of  the 
paint-throwing  in  Geneva  City 
Court  on  December  19.  They  ad¬ 
mitted  throwing  the  paint  and 
were  given  30  days  to  make  restitu¬ 
tion  and  pay  a  mandatory  sur¬ 
charge  of  $40.00  apiece. 


At  the  time  of  sentencing, 
Blacklock,  McKenzie  and  Ben¬ 
schop  told  Judge  David  Cohen 
that  they  would  pay  neither  the 
fine  nor  restitution  because  they 
were  indigent  and  also  because  it 
was  a  matter  of  conscience  that 
they  not  pay.  They  asked  Cohen 
for  a  resentencing  which  he  denied 
saying  that  they  had  30 days  to  pay 
the  fine  or  make  formal  applica¬ 
tion  for  resentencing.  Although 
the  women  made  application  for 
resentencing,  this  too  was  denied 
and  they  were  instead  given  an 
“alternate  sentence”  on  January 
19. 

Shortly  after  the  sentence  was 
handed  down,  GCN  spoke  with 
Schuyler  Van  Horn,  the  pro¬ 
secutor  who  said  that  he  had  re¬ 
commended  the  sentence  because 
the  women  were  “striking]  at  the 
heart  of  the  judicial  system.  [The 
system]  will  fall  apart  if  people 
don’t  comply  with  court  orders.” 
An  account  in  the  Rochester 
(N.  Y.)  Democrat  and  Chronicle  of 
January  18,  quotes  Blacklock  as 
saying,  “1  agree  with  [Van  Horn] 
that  we’re  striking  at  the  heart  of 
our  judicial  system  and  at  the  heart 
of  society.  If  [other]  people  said 
‘we’re  not  willing  to  go  along  with 
our  government,’  we  would  not  be 


some  of  the  speakers  and  small- 
group  participants  indulged  them¬ 
selves  in  “shoptalk,”  it  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  King’s  campaign, 
following  a  defeat,  stimulated  an 
issues-oriented  discussion. 

James  Jennings,  a  black  politi¬ 
cal  scientist,  pointed  out  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  black  community 
in  coalitions,  and  went  on  to  prod 
the  environmental  movement,  the 
women’s  movement  and  the  gay 
movement  to  “consider  the  role  of 
the  black  community.” 

Jennings  noted  that  the  King 
campaign  brought  out  some  new 
actors  in  the  political  process  — 
young  people  and  the  black  church 
—  and  infused  the  debates  with  “a 
moral  thrust.”  He  concluded  with 
a  list  of  questions  for  activists 
about  electoral  politics  in  general 
and  the  King  campaign  in  par¬ 
ticular,  the  last  one  being,  “Since 
the  established  media  defeated  the 
King  campaign,  how  do  we  com¬ 
pete  with  the  [Boston]  Globe  and 
the  [Boston]  Herald ?” 

Ethel  Gordon  characterized 
electoral  politics  as  the  most  domi¬ 
nant  form  of  protest  and  one  from 
which  black  people  have  been  ex¬ 
cluded.  She  said  that  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  large  numbers  of  black 
women  in  the  King  campaign  was 
an  indication  of  the  extent  to 


in  the  state  we’re  in  right  now.  We 
believe  we  had  the  right  to  throw 
that  paint  and  to  hold  ourselves 
and  each  other  personally  accoun¬ 
table.”  The  women  have  said  that 
they  are  protesting  American 
military  policies. 

Both  Guidice  and  another  wom¬ 
an  who  have  visited  the  three,  told 
GCN  that  they  are  in  relatively 
good  spirits  and  health.  “1  don’t 
know  how  much  longer  they’ll 
continue  the  hunger  strike. 
There’s  probably  no  chance  they’ll 
put  them  back  together,”  said 


which  King  has  supported  black 
women  over  the  years. 

Gordon  noted  that  a  majority  of 
precinct  captains  and  ward  coor¬ 
dinators  were  women,  but  that 
women  tended  to  be  the  “foot 
soldiers  and  captains  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,”  not  the  policy-makers. 
Gordon  observed  that  the  three 
women  in  leadership  positions  had 
problems  maintaining  these  posi¬ 
tions  after  King’s  primary  election 
victory,  at  which  time  the  cam¬ 
paign  underwent  an  organiza¬ 
tional  restructuring. 

Mauricio  Gaston,  in  a  compre¬ 
hensive  review  of  the  organizing 
effort  in  the  Hispanic  community, 
delivered  the  most  entertaining 
speech  of  the  evening. Gaston 
noted  that  the  Flynn  camp  had 
been  able  to  chip  away  at  the 
Hispanic  support  for  King.  He 
believes,  like  Jennings,  that  the 
established  media  defeated  King. 
He  said  the  Hispanic  press  went 
for  Flynn,  because  of  his  anti- 
abortion  stance  and  because 
Cuban  members  of  the  community 
saw  King  as  pro-Castro.  Gaston 
believes  that  more  education  is 
needed  around  local  and  interna¬ 
tional  issues  because  “an  educated 
citizenry  can  discuss  red-baiting.” 

The  gay/lesbian  spokeswoman 
said  her  committee  pul  “lavender 
in  the  rainbow.”  She  said  that  her 
committee  was  composed  mostly 
of  white  lesbians,  but  that  they  had 
the  support  of  gay  people  of  color 
who  were  working  in  their  own 
racial  or  ethnic  communities.  She 
called  King  “the  strongest  can¬ 
didate  on  gay/lesbian  liberation. 
For  years,  he’s  been  appearing  at 
our  marches,  rallies,  gay  pride 
events  and  even  at  our  parties.” 

The  biggest  problem  faced  by 
her  committee  was  identifying  the 
gay  and  lesbian  voters  of  the  city. 
“The  infrastructure  in  electoral 
campaigns  didn’t  exist  for  gay /les¬ 
bian  voters.  We  had  no  lists  and  no 
exit  polls.”  Their  first  task,  then, 
was  to  “make  the  invisible 
visible.”  They  obtained  mailing 
lists  from  gay  and  lesbian  groups 
and,  when  calling  people  on  the 
lists,  they  asked  those  being  called 
for  the  names  and  numbers  of 
their  friends. 

In  what  the  spokeswoman  called 
their  most  successful  tactic,  the 


committee  took  King  to  the  bars. 
“Mel  danced  at  almost  every  gay 
and  lesbian  bar  in  this  city.  Can 
you  imagine  Ray  Flynn  doing 
that?” 

She  said  that  although  many 
straight  campaign  workers 
“recognized  us  and  acknowledged 
us  as  part  of  the  Rainbow  Coali¬ 
tion,”  the  gay  and  lesbian  commit¬ 
tee  encountered  the  kind  of  ig¬ 
norance  typified  by  the  Jamaica 
Plain  coordinator  who  comment¬ 
ed  on  the  plan  to  solicit  openly  gay 
and  lesbian  poll  workers  for  elec¬ 
tion  day.  He  said,  “Well,  1  don’t 
know  because  there’s  no  visible 
community  in  Jamaica  Plain.” 
The  spokeswoman,  laughing,  said, 
“1  live  in  Jamaica  Plain.  1  walk 
down  Centre  St.  and  see  other  les¬ 
bians.  What  are  those  signals  that 
we  give  to  each  other? . .  .  How  can 
we  make  our  community  visible  in 
Boston?” 

John  Demeter  identified  himself 
as  a  white  male  leftist.  He  quip¬ 
ped,  “It’s  nice  to  be  on  a  panel  in 
which  straight  white  men  are  in 
our  proper  proportion.” 

Demeter  called  the  King  cam¬ 
paign  an  anti-racist  campaign  and 
said  it  was  closely  tied  to  the  black 
movement  and  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment.  He  noted  that  King  himself 
brings  up  a  varied  agenda  of  social 
issues,  which  “made  it  easy  to  be 
involved.” 

De  meter  campaigned  in 
Boston’s  North  End,  a  predomin¬ 
antly  Italian  and  working  class 
neighborhood.  He  reported  some 
predictable  abuse  of  King  cam¬ 
paign  workers  by  some 
neighborhood  residents.  But, 
Demeter  also  reported  that  the 
presence  of  the  King  workers  in  the 
area  permitted  some  people  to 
discuss  with  them  problems  caused 
by  racism  in  the  neighborhood. 
And  Demeter  related  a  comment 
made  by  an  older  woman  which, 
he  said,  illustrates  the  degree  to 
which  the  Italian  community  has 
been  disenfranchised  from  city 
politics.  “I’m  not  voting  for 
another  Irish  politician,”  she  said. 

Demeter  quoted  a  leftist  friend 
of  his  who  said  at  the  King  victory 
party  when  it  became  clear  it 
wasn’t  really  a  victory  party, 
“Well,  hey,  at  least  we  can  say  we 
tried  going  through  the  system.” 


Continued  on  page  6 


Disabled  People  Picket  New  Theatre 

BOSTON  —  About  40  members  of  the  Disabled  People’s  Liberation  Front  (DPLF)  and  their  supporters 
staged  a  moving  picket  line  in  front  of  Sack  Theatre’s  newest  facility.  The  Copley  Place  Sack  opened  on 
Feb.  13  and  the  DPLF  picketed  to  protest  the  management’s  refusal  to  make  all  Sack  Theatres  accessible  to 
disabled  people.  Because  the  Copley  Place  theatre  is  recently  built,  its  accessibility  was  guaranteed  by  law. 

The  demonstrators  were  moved  by  police  to  a  sidewalk  location  away  from  the  doors  of  the  building  and,  a 
fire  truck  was  called  to  the  scene,  apparently  because  the  police  believed  the  DPLF  might  chain  themselves  to 
the  doors  as  they  have  in  the  past.  Linda  Gwizdak,  a  lesbian  and  DPLF’  member,  reported  that  no  such  action 
took  place,  but  that  she  observed  mounted  police  riding  “nervous  horses”  very  close  to  some  of  the  picketers. 
Gwizdak  said  no  one  was  arrested  and  the  DPLF'  considered  the  picket  a  success. 


Protest  Jail  Treatment 

Three  Seneca  Women 
Stage  Hunger  Strike 
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Community  Voices 


Dear  Readers, 

You  may  have  wondered  why  we  altered  the  position  of  our  masthead  after  so  many 
years.  Well,  it  was  a  mistake  made  in  the  middle  of  the  night  by  our  printer.  This  is  what  it 
should  have  looked  like.  Our  apologies  to  artist  Tim  Blackburn,  and  to  you,  our  faithful 

readers. 

Cindy 


Faggots  on  File 
In  Houston 


liaison  search 


To  The  Community, 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Liaison  Search  Commit¬ 
tee  has  been  meeting  since  early  January  and  has 
at  this  point  received  all  of  the  resumes  which 
were  submitted.  Since  many  people  have  inquired 
about  our  progress,  we  would  like  to  inform  you 
of  the  nature  of  our  proceedings  and  where  we 
now  stand.  The  process  has  been  an  exciting  and 
enriching  one  for  all  involved.  In  order  to  come  to 
consensus  about  the  nature  of  leadership  desired, 
ten  men  and  women  from  disparate  factions  of 
the  Boston  lesbian  and  gay  community  have  come 
together  to  discuss,  educate,  share  visions  and 
debate  reservations  in  a  thoroughly  democratic 
process.  Besides  reviewing  the  written  materials 
submitted  by  candidates,  committee  members 
have  brought  their  own  perspectives  and  those  of 
constituent  groups  to  the  attention  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  as  a  whole.  We  have  sought  input  from 
various  community  groups  at  formal  meetings  so 
that  they  might  share  concerns  with  us.  The  pro¬ 
cess  has  been  open  and  at  the  same  time  introspec¬ 
tive;  reflecting  the  intense  desire  of  the  committee 
to  make  decisions  about  the  individual  merits  of 
each  candidate  based  on  knowledge  of  the  facts 
and  the  needs  of  the  community. 

The  composition  of  the  committee  has  chang¬ 
ed;  Stephanie  Byrd  resigned  because  of  other 
commitments  and  Roberta  Stone  (Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Advocates  and  Defenders,  Board  member) 
has  been  asked  to  serve,  thereby  preserving  the 
original  ratio  of  men  to  women.  The  committee 
extends  its  appreciation  to  Stephanie  for  the  time 
and  feedback  she  was  able  to  give. 


Thirty-eight  resumes  were  considered  for  our 
consideration  and  we  have  completed  the  long 
and  difficult  first  stage  of  narrowing  down.  We 
now  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  let  you  know  that 
eleven  semi-finalists  have  been  chosen.  The 
eleven  candidates  are  being  informed  of  their 
status  this  week  and  are  being  invited  to  inter¬ 
views.  The  interview  process  will  include  planned 
questions  submitted  by  committee  members  and 
some  spontaneous  questions  in  a  structured  for¬ 
mat.  Discussion  will  follow  every  interview.  The 
committee  will  further  narrow  the  field  to  a  small 
group  of  finalists  to  be  presented  to  Mayor  Flynn 
along  with  a  statement  of  our  concerns  and  gener¬ 
al  recommendations.  No  decision  has  been  prede¬ 
termined.  In  fact,  we  believe  that  the  eleven  semi¬ 
finalists  have  such  strong  qualifications  that 
when  we  finally  present  to  the  Mayor  for  his  de¬ 
cision,  the  community  will  be  well  represented 
and  well  served  no  matter  who  the  final  choice  is. 
The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Liaison  Search  Committee, 
Bob  Andrews,  Siong-Huat  Chua,  Jay  La  Croix, 
Ed  De  Mers,  Holly  Ladd,  Armando  Martinez, 
Jalna  Perry,  Helaine  Simmonds,  Roberta 
Stone,  Patrick  Thomas 
Boston,  MA 


forgotten  saints 

Dear  Editor, 

Please  find  below  a  letter  which  I  have  written 
to  Bay  Windows  in  response  to  an  article  concern¬ 
ing  two  local  women’s  bars,  Somewhere  Else  and 
Greystone’s.  Since  the  issues  raised  affect  many 
people,  I  would  appreciate  your  printing  this  let¬ 
ter  in  GCN.  Thanks  very  much. 

Dear  Editor, 

Dede  Ketover’s  article  (Vol.  2,  No.  2,  1/18/84 
—  2/1/84)  on  Greystone’s  and  Somewhere  Else 
contains  misinformation  and  a  disturbing  per¬ 
spective  which  warrants  a  response. 

Santa  Ferari  is  quoted  as  saying,  .  .Some¬ 
where  started  it  all,”  and  later,  Ketover  refers  to 
Somewhere  as  “the  area’s  original  lesbian  bar 
and  community  center.”  Somewhere  Else  has 
been  and  continues  to  be  an  important  and  sup¬ 
portive  space  for  the  lesbian  community.  But, 
frankly,  I  was  astonished  to  find  that  women  in 
this  community  have  either  forgotten  about  “The 
Saints,”  Boston’s  original  lesbian  bar  and  com¬ 
munity  center,  or,  worse,  discounted  its  impor¬ 
tance  and  stature  in  the  lesbian  community.  For 
possibly  thousands  of  women.  The  Saints  was  an 
exciting,  energizing,  life-sustaining,  women-only 
space  at  a  time  when  there  were  virtually  no  other 
such  spaces  anywhere.  The  Saints  bar  was  located 
around  the  corner,  one  block  away  from  what  is 
now  Somewhere  Else.  Somewhere  opened  as  a 
women’s  bar  after  the  Saints  had  been  open  for 
more  than  three  and  a  half  years.  The  Saints  was 
run  collectively  by  a  committed  group  of  work¬ 
ing-class  women  who  have  always  taken  their  les¬ 
bianism  and  feminism,  and  politics  in  general, 
very  seriously.  After  many  years  of  struggle  with 
the  male  owner  of  the  bar,  he  locked  them  out  in 
the  Fall  of  1980.  Since  that  time,  the  Saints  Col¬ 
lective  has  been  holding  dances  and  other  benefits 
in  order  to  raise  enough  money  to  purchase  a 
building  to  house  a  women’s  bar  and  community 
center.  Their  efforts  deserve  the  support  of  all 
women  in  Boston.  The  Saints  Collective  was,  and 
still  is,  committed  to  creating  a  space  which  is  ac¬ 
cessible,  comfortable,  and  welcoming  to  all 
women,  regardless  of  economic  status,  race, 
physical  disability,  age,  or  sexual  preference. 

Clearly,  the  women  of  Greystone’s  do  not 
share  these  sentiments.  As  owner  Andrea  Werlin 
so  aptly  put  it,  the  goal  of  the  bar  is  to  “reward” 
the  women  who  are  “moving  up  economically.” 
Does  it  also  follow  that  the  goal  of  the  bar  is  to 
punish  those  who  are  not?  While  I’m  sure  the 
owners  would  not  say  so,  the  attitude  they  ex¬ 
pressed  certainly  leads  me  to  believe  that  they  lack 
a  certain  understanding  of  the  meaning  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  oppression.  I  couldn’t  agree  more 
with  owner  Werlin’s  statement  that  they  were  in¬ 
terested  in  Greystone’s  “as  a  business,”  rather 
than  an  exercise  in  “political  correctness.” 

Putting  aside  for  a  moment  this  particular 
situation,  think  about  how  many  women’s  bars 
exist  in  the  Boston  area.  Now  think  about  how 
many  gay  men’s  bars  exist. ,Now  think  about  how 
many  straight  bars  exist.  There  is  a  reason  for  the 
discrepancies.  Put  quite  simply,  women,  and  les¬ 
bians  in  particular,  do  not  have  as  much  money  to 
spend  as  men.  And  there  is  a  reason  for  that  dis¬ 
crepancy  which  will  not  be  solved  by  “moving  up 
economically,”  especially  if  what  comes  along 
with  that  move  is  an  attitude  of  superiority  b^sed 
on  economic  status.  Our  community  has  struggles 
for  many  years  to  validate  the  achievements  of 
women  on  terms  other  than  individual  economic 
or  professional  gain.  Needless  to  say,  it  is  dis¬ 
heartening  to  witness  this  regressive  “give-me-a- 
piece  of  the  pie”  approach  to  ending  oppression. 

1  have  been  to  Greystone’s  and  it  is,  in  fact, 
“simple  and  tasteful.”  But  1  doubt  that  I  will  fre¬ 
quent  Greystone’s.  What  I’m  really  waiting  for  is 
“The  Saints  II”!  Please  support  the  efforts  of  the 
Saints  Collective  —  they  haven’t  give  up  and  nei¬ 
ther  should  we! 

Sincerely, 

Joyce  Kauffman 
Somerville 


AIDS  Resource  List 

AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 
(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 


lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  aind  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

80  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(542-5118) 

One-on-one  counseling  for  AIDS  anxiety. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00  pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  117  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  ( 436-2808 ) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 


Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 

270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Some  Prospects  for  the  Paper: 
How  GCN  Might  Develop 


By  Martin  H.  Krieger 

1.  It’s  not  new  that  disease  is  political.  What  AIDS  has  become  is  either  the  Susan  Son- 
tag  cancer  story,  or  a  case  of  political  and  economic  mobilization.  GCN  has  covered  those 
bases,  but  I  think  we  have  not  been  able  to  capture  our  own  imaginations  so  that  AIDS  could 
play  a  more  integral  role  in  our  paper  (as,  for  better  or  worse,  it  plays  a  role  in  the  lives  of 
many  of  our  readers).  (The  New  York  Native  became  a  service  newspaper  on  the  issue,  but 
this  is  not  quite  for  us.)  What  epidemics  do  is  become  vehicles  for  social  change.  The  other 
big  change  in  the  gay  male  community  in  the  last  few  years  has  been  the  development  of 
“generic”  bowling  as  a  displacement  of  disco  —  a  reproduction  of  Americans’  propensity  to 
join.  AIDS  organizing  and  protest  are  much  in  this  vein.  Our  niches  column  is  part  of  the 
phenomenon. 

We’re  probably  suspect  of  the  social,  preferring  the  political,  thinking  the  latter  is  more 
real.  But  what  if  the  political  has  become  social,  at  least  for  a  while? 

2.  More  generally,  I  do  not  think  we  are  on  top  of  what  is  going  to  happen  to  gay  men 
(at  least)  in  the  next  few  years.  There  are  many  groups  of  gay  men,  and  so  I  am  talking  about 
new  developments,  developments  that  capture  our  images  and  imaginations.  What  is  essen¬ 
tial  behind  clones,  condos,  and  electoral  politics?  What  is  behind  the  new  proud-closetry  — 
gay  pride  in  some  locations,  absolute  closetry  (without  ever  hiding)  in  others?  The  genera¬ 
tion  of  gay  liberation  has  grown  older  and  encountered  the  issues  of  capital  and  family  for¬ 
mation.  Younger  men  of  college  age  do  not  remember  Stonewall.  And  bisexuality  has  a  new 
meaning  among  men,  one  that  is  not  quite  denying  being  gay. 

3.  The  internal  politics  of  the  various  mainstream  organizations  is  interesting  because 
the  overt  and  covert  issues  are  central  to  the  gay  community.  Boston’s  Lesbian  and  Gay 
political  Alliance’s  arguments  over  endorsement,  or  the  virtual  revolution  in  the  leadership 
of  NGTF  and  GRNL,  are  not  about  a  bunch  of  personalities,  but  about  a  transformation. 


How  do  we  define  being  gay  for  the  second  half  of  the  eighties? 

4.  Sex  seems  to  me  more  crucial  an  issue  than  ever.  AIDS,  condos,  and  internal  politics 
are  the  domestication  of  eros.  What  saves  us  in  the  end  is  libido,  which  has  the  remarkable 
feature  of  insisting  on  itself.  What  is  interesting  is  that  domestication  and  libido  have  to 
work  together  if  there  is  to  be  ongoing  social  life.  As  for  the  new  bisexuality,  it  is  not  only 
about  bisexuals.  It  is  about  sexuality  not  being  such  a  big  deal.  I  find  this  hard  to  believe. 

5.  If  we  as  gay  people  are  insisting  on  domesticity,  then  the  discussion  of  couples, 
home,  and  architecture  is  not  only  about  self-help  and  how-to.  It  is  about  the  re-expression 
of  politics  and  libido  and  eros  and  sex.  And  it  is  bound  to  allow  for  wayward  modes  —  the 
T-rooms  of  the  1990’s. 

My  suspicion  is  that  GCN  is  “too  political”  only  when  we  forget  just  how  political  is 
our  social  and  material  culture.  Taking  that  culture  more  seriously,  the  fabric  of  the  every¬ 
day  lives  of  many  of  our  readers  and  potential  readers,  we  take  our  community  more 
seriously.  Along  the  way  we  have  got  to  return  to  sex,  that  set  of  multiply  meaningful  literal 
acts  we  all  do  —  still!  —  and  which  1  think  must  define  us  for  some  time  to  come. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Fl„  Boston,  MA  02111 


Community  Voices 


LETTERS 

GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it  receives,  unedited,  on  a  space-available  basis,  unless 
they  contain  personal  attacks.  Anonymous  letters  cannot  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  on  request.  Please  include  a  phone  number  in  case  we  need  to  verify  the  letter. 
Please  type  your  letters  double-spaced,  and  try  to  limit  them  to  three  double-spaced 
pages.  Address  letters  to:  Communit^Voices,  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 . 


If  you  stick  with  us . . . 


you  can  become  a  member  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement’s  newspaper  of 
record. 

The  Gay  Community  News  was  first  published  in  June,  1973,  just  prior  to 
Boston’s  annual  lesbian  and  gay  pride  march,  and  has  published  weekly  since. 
Initially  a  mimeographed  newsletter  and  calendar,  GCN  was  started  by  a 
group  of  lesbian  and  gay  activists  who  needed  a  better  way  to  communicate 
with  each  other  and  the  community.  The  newsletter  soon  grew  into  a  16-page 
tabloid,  with  its  own  office  and  (under-)  paid  staff.  GCN  has  always  seen  its 
purpose  as  providing  a  forum  for  discussion  of  the  many  issues  important  to 
our  diverse  community,  as  well  as  providing  the  news  and  features  essential  to 
developing  an  informed  and  politically  active  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

GCN  has  always  been  operated  as  a  non-profit  collective  depending  heav¬ 
ily  on  the  input  of  an  active  volunteer  membership  and  elected  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors.  Anyone  demonstrating  an  active  and  extended  commitment  to  working 
on  GCN  can  become  a  member  and  help  determine  the  policy  and  direction  of 
the  paper  through  monthly  membership  meetings.  We  need  volunteers  in 
order  to  get  the  paper  out  each  week  and,  equally  important,  to  maintain  the 
broad  base  of  perspectives  that  makes  us  a  community  newspaper. 

Being  a  community  newspaper  means  that  GCN  is  not  an  organ  of  any  per¬ 
son,  business,  or  movement  faction.  GCN  attempts  to  serve  a  politically  and 
geographically  diverse  lesbian  and  gay  community.  We  need  your  input  in  let¬ 
ters,  Speaking  Outs,  articles,  news  tips,  volunteer  time,  and  money.  If  you 
have  always  wondered  what  it  was  like  to  work  with  a  committed  group  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  on  a  newspaper,  give  us  a  call.  Below  are  some  of  the  areas 
where  we  especially  need  volunteers: 

Circulation. . .  help  put  GCN  in  the  plain  brown  wrappers  and  mail  it  out! 
Call  Chris  Guilfoy,  or  just  show  up. 

Promotions. . .  help  put  together  the  mailings  and  projects  that  get  people 
interested  in  GCN.  Call  Richard  Burns. 

News. . .  writing  (especially  non-Boston),  transcribing  interviews  and 

news  stories,  investigative  research,  indexing  and  filing. 
Call  Sue  Hyde. 

Features. . .  writers,  reviewers  (movies,  books,  dance,  theater,  music, 
etc.)  indexing  of  reviews.  Call  David  Morris. 

Managing  Ed.. . .  bookkeeping/budget  work,  grant  writing,  typing.  Call  Cin¬ 
dy  Patton. 

Art. . .  layout,  illustrators  (especially  for  book  supplement),  main¬ 

tain  photo  file.  Call  Susan  Yousem. 

Advertising. . .  billing,  sending  out  tearsheets.  Call  Hershey. 

Typesetting. . .  experience  with  Compugraphic  Editwriter  7500.  Call  Nancy 
Wechsler. 

Office. . .  indexing,  archives,  interior  decorating,  windows;  Prisoner 

Project:  legal  research,  sending  out  books,  collecting  info 
on  ‘coming  out’  resources:  jobs,  housing,  etc.  Call  Mike 
Riegle. 


neo-paganism 


Dear  GCN, 

Glad  to  see  the  expanded  Comm.  Voices  — 
hope  it  continues!  I  would  like  to  reply  to  the  arti¬ 
cle  on  “Religious  Illusions,  Atheist  Spirituality” 
in  the  1/28- issue.  I  believe  that  yes,  religions  are 
created  by  the  culture  and  serve  its  ends,  but  1 
don’t  think  it  necessarily  follows  that  they  cannot 
serve  truly  spiritual  purposes.  Any  religion  is  only 
a  bridge  by  which  the  individual  or  group  can 
cross  from  everyday  to  sacred  reality.  True,  this 
vital  energy  has  been  endlessly  abused  by  eco¬ 
nomic,  political  powers  that  be  for  the  purposes 
described,  but  that  does  not  make  all  communal 
spiritual  activities  merely  a  front  for  domination. 
1  have  had  many  uplifting  experiences  and  felt  a 
genuine  sense  of  loving  support  in  even  the  most 
traditional  Christian  religions  if  the  people  in¬ 
volved  came  directly  from  the  heart.  Myths  and 
deisms  are  only  a  means  to  focus  the  inner  ex¬ 
perience  into  a  common  vessel  where  it  can  be 
shared  and  grow,  supporting  each  person’s  inner 
struggles. 

Especially  with  regard  to  Neopaganism  and  the 
Craft,  1  think  Mr.  Botkin  is  misinformed.  First  of 
all,  the  roots  of  these  disciplines  predate  Chris¬ 
tianity  by  thousands  of  years,  and  although  their 
current  practice  has  evolved  along  with  the  con¬ 
temporary  culture,  it  is  a  magickal  path  with  in¬ 
tegrity  and  history,  not  a  “dissident  sub-relig¬ 
ion  ..  .fostered  [by]  the  birth  of  the  gay  and 
feminist  movements.”  Het  and  Gay  alike  are  in¬ 
volved  on  an  equal  and  generally  harmonious 
footing.  As  a  gay  man  1  have  found  a  greater 
degree  of  acceptance  and  respect  here  than  any¬ 
where  else,  and  I’ve  been  a  lot  of  places. 

However,  I  feel  that  it  is  not  just  because  we  are 
accepted  that  so  many  gay  and  lesbian  people  are 
drawn  to  the  Craft;  as  Arthur  Evans  explains  in 
Witchcraft  and  the  Gay  Counterculture,  there  are 
some  very  important  connections  between  sexual¬ 
ity  and  spiritual  perception;  surely  two  of  the 
most  powerful  drives  in  the  human  person  —  how 
could  they  not  be  interrelated?  In  the  Old  Relig¬ 
ion,  sexual  ecstasy  plays  an  important  role  and 
the  special  power  of  same  sex  love  was  recognized 
and  exalted,  which  led  the  Christian  State  to  sys¬ 
tematically  exterminate  Gay  and  Pagan  peoples 
with  equal  vigor.  Gay  men  were  used  as  “fag¬ 
gots”  to  be  burned  at  the  feet  of  witches  so  that 
the  flame  might  be  hot  enough  to  destroy  their 
magick. 

The  Craft  draws  its  power  from  our  connection 
with  the  Earth  and  Western  Culture  has  done  its 
best  to  sever  that  connection  for  the  purpose  of 
controlling  our  hearts  &  minds  and  dominating 
the  forces  of  the  natural  world  for  its  economic 
designs.  Our  perceptions  and  magickal  energies 
made  us  a  threat  to  their  goals  and  so  they  did 
their  best  to  wipe  us  out.  Unsuccessfully.  Now,  as 
it  becomes  dear  that  their  dreams  of  “conquering 
nature”  are  backfiring  with  the  stresses  of  such 
ecological  realities  as  pollution,  overpopulation 
and  dwindling  “resources,”  people  all  over,  espe¬ 
cially  Lesbian  and  Gay  people,  are  rediscovering 
the  true  power  of  our  magickal  heritage  and  are 
being  drawn  to  an  earth-oriented  perception  as  a 
means  for  survival. 

Goddess  energy  is  not  merely  a  switch  of 
genders  for  the  same  artificially  dominant  force, 
it  is  an  active  energy  that  can  be  perceived  and 
worked  with.  Perhaps  it  is  something  like  an  ar¬ 
chetype,  a  whirlpool  of  psychic  energy  that  is  at 
the  heart  of  gender  but  is  not  limited  by  it;  it  is  the 
voice  of  the  Moon,  the  creative  power  of  the 
Earth,  the  Maiden,  the  Mother  and  the  Death- 
Crone.  Likewise,  the  Horned  God  (Pan,  Cerr- 
nunnos,  etc.),  is  an  archetype  with  its  own  special 
avenues  to  power  and  they  are  all  certainly  inven¬ 
tions  of  culture  in  their  outward  symbols,  but 


they  are  living  roads  to  power  and  for  anyone 
who  feels  drawn  to  them,  they  can  work  effective, 
life-changing  magick. 

Neopaganism  has  its  faults,  but  it  is  not  bent  on 
the  domination  &  exploitation  of  its  participants. 
We  have  no  established  hierarchies,  no  central¬ 
ized  power  structure  and  no  money-grabbing  en¬ 
trance  fees.  We  inform  but  do  not  claim  exclusive 
“keys  to  the  kingdom”  —  if  you  are  interested, 
investigate,  but  don’t  expect  pressure  to  “con¬ 
vert.”  As  a  matter  of  fact,  most  people  look  an 
awfully  long  time  before  they  find  a  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  doing  the  kind  of  magickal  work  that  feels 
right  for  them. 

So  please,  don’t  accept  blindly  anyone’s  opin¬ 
ions  (even  mine)  on  matters  of  Spirit  —  you  may 
have  found  no  life  in  community  based  roads  to 
Spirit,  Mr.  Botkin,  but  please  don’t  pretend  to 
know  the  only  way,  or  tell  me  that  my  way  doesn’t 
work. 

Blessed  be, 

Jody  Menke 
Somerville,  MA 

lana,  we  love  you 

Friends, 

Could  it  be,  it  occurred  to  me  to  ask  myself  as  I 
paged  through  some  old  GCNs  this  weekend, 
could  it  really  be  that  Mitzel’s  most  recent  con¬ 
tribution  was  his  review  of  A  Boy’s  Own  Story  in 
December  1982?  Would  it  then  be  the  case,  I  cast 
my  mind  further  back,  that  his  last  news  contribu¬ 
tion  was  the  now  celebrated  “Priest  Pops  Off  in 
Porn  Palace”?  If  so,  or  even  in  only  approx¬ 
imately  so,  alas. 

1  do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  Nancy  Wechsler, 
who  left  part  of  her  heart  in  Ann  Arbor,  and 
Michael  Bronski,  whose  heart  belongs  to  daddy, 
and  everyone  else  at  GCN  are  not  fab  or  glam. 
And  I  do  realize  that  there  must  be  changes  in  the 
gay  press  and  that  those  changes  sometimes  have 
remarkable  sequellae.  Boyd  MacDonald,  after 
all,  retired  as  the  editor  of  The  Manhattan  Review 
of  Unnatural  Acts  to  emerge  not  only  making 
book  on  a  regular  basis  but  also  as  a  columnist  in 
(“of  all  places”)  Christopher  Street.  (Oh,  that  isa 
sea  change,  full  five  fathoms,  deep  and  rich  and 
strange.)  Even  Michael  Riordon,  whose  absence, 
now  several  years  in  duration,  from  The  Body 
Politic  is  lamentable,  made  a  token  contribution 
to  that  journal  last  year,  albeit  as  a  cosignatory  of 
a  letter  criticizing  the  editorial  collective  for  its 
Red  Hot  Video  decision. 

The  absence  of  Mitzel  from  GCINs  pages,  if  1 
am  correct  in  noting  it,  seems  to  me  reminiscent 
of  the  news,  sometime  in  February  1962,  that 
“Lana  Turner  has  collapsed!,”  to  which  Frank 
O’Hara,  with  more  presence  of  mind  than  I  can 
muster,  responded,  “1  have  been  to  lots  of  par¬ 
ties/and  acted  perfectly  disgraceful/but  I  never 
actually  collapsed/oh  Lana  Turner  we  love  you 
get  up.” 

Sincerely, 

Michael  Patrick  O’Connor 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 
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Murderer  Gets  Life  Sentence 

Heterosexual  Panic 


Defense 

By  Micheline  Justman 

ERIE,  PA  —  A  man  convicted 
of  second  degree  or  felony  murder 
in  the  September  8,  1982  stabbing 
death  of  a  local  gay  man,  Gregory 
Minadeo,  will  appeal  the  life 
sentence  handed  down  by  Erie 
Judge  William  Pfadt,  Jan.  24, 
1984. 

The  prosecution  had  sought  a 
first  degree  murder  conviction 
against  Wayde  Green  and  the 
death  penalty  because  of  the 
nature  of  the  crime,  that  is,  the 
torture  Minadeo  suffered  from  be¬ 
ing  stabbed  repeatedly. 

Green’s  defense  attorney  sought 
a  reduction  of  the  charge  to  volun¬ 
tary  manslaughter,  dwelling  on  the 
point  that  Minadeo’s  homosexual 
advances  to  Green  provoked  the 
killing. 

The  two  men  had  met  at  Vin¬ 
cent’s  in  Erie,  a  now-defunct  gay 
bar.  Green  asked  several  patrons 
for  a  ride  and  Minadeo  offered 
him  one.  They  left  together  and 
went  to  a  deserted  dock  area. 
Green  said  he  “snapped”  and 
started  stabbing  Minadeo  in  the 
belly  and  chest.  “He  got  what  he 
deserved.  They  should  all  die,” 
Green  reportedly  told  police  later. 
Green’s  version  of  the  killing, 
complete  with  homophobic  epi¬ 
thets,  was  read  at  the  trial. 

In  his  statement,  Judge  Pfadt 
dismissed  the  defense  argument 
that  the  killing  was  provoked: 
“While  the  defendant  may  have 

Task  Force 

Continued  from  page  1 
unit  did  not  include  homophobic 
incidents  in  the  scope  of  its  investi¬ 
gation,  Wexler  “replied  that  his 
men  are  already  under  great 
pressure  by  their  colleagues 
because  they  appear  to  be  only 
assisting  minorities  and  that  he  did 
not  want  to  add  to  that  pressure  by 
adding  gays  and  lesbians.” 

Asked  about  the  report,  Wexler 
confirmed  the  statement  but  told 
GCN,  “I  think  that  the  problem  is 
a  lot  more  complicated  than  that 
paraphrased  version....!  said 
what  I  wanted  was  to  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  talk  to  the  officers  in 
the  unit,  get  their  sense  of  the 
problem  and  try  to  get  their  coop¬ 
eration.”  Wexler  said  he  also 
would  want  to  consult  with  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  for  its  ad- 


Rejected 

been  repulsed  by  the  victim’s 
homosexual  advances,  without  the 
added  factor  that  the  victim  was 
armed  and  physically  threatening, 
the  provocation  was  not  legally 
sufficient  to  justify  the  degree  of 
force  used  by  the  defendant.  Even 
though  the  victim  was  much  larger 
than  the  defendant,  and  controlled 
the  operation  of  the  vehicle,  the 
defendant  could  and  should  have 
tried  to  escape  or  flee  before  using 
force  to  repel  Mr.  Minadeo’s 
homosexual  advances,  if,  in  fact, 
they  did  occur.” 

Judge  Pfadt  also  accepted 
Green’s  confession  as  properly  ob¬ 
tained  and  properly  admitted  into 
evidence,  despite  defense 
arguments  regarding  the  length 
and  nature  of  the  police  interroga¬ 
tion,  the  psychological  state  of  the 
defendant,  and  the  fact  that  the 
defendant  was  under  the  influence 
of  prescribed  medications  at  the 
time  of  questioning.  Pfadt  describ¬ 
ed  the  defense  request  that  the 
court  abrogate  the  felony-murder 
rule  as  “a  hollow  exercise  in  this 
case,  and  one  which  the  court  is 
not  inclined  to  perform.” 

One  Erie  gay  man  said  that  he 
thought  the  newspaper  and  televi¬ 
sion  coverage  of  the  murder,  ar¬ 
rest,  and  trial  reinforced  negative 
stereotypes  of  gay  men  as  pro¬ 
miscuous,  preying  on  younger  men 
and  that  Minadeo’s  murder,  and 
another  one,  had  worried  the  corn- 

vice.  “1  think  it’s  different  than 
the  racial  issue  because  I  think 
there’s  some  different  kinds  of 
sensitivities  that  need  to  be  worked 
out,”  he  said.  “We  are  definitely 
not  adverse  to  it.” 

One  apparently  controversial 
part  of  the  task  force’s  report  con¬ 
cerned  a  sub-committee’s  recom¬ 
mendation  that  an  independent 
civilian  review  board  be  instituted 
to  investigate  claims  of  police 
misconduct.  That  recommenda¬ 
tion  reportedly  met  with  resistance 
when  presented  to  the  committee 
as  a  whole,  so  that  the  final  report 
recommended  that  “the  Adminis¬ 
tration  should  initiate  a  complete 
and  comprehensive  study  regard¬ 
ing  the  creation  of  a  Civilian  Re¬ 
view  Board  to  deal  with  com¬ 
plaints  against  police  violations  of 


Hunger  Strike 

Continued  from  page  3 
Guidice. 

One  woman,  who  preferred  to 
remain  unidentified  because  she 
lives  locally  and  is  looking  for 
work,  said  that  she  believes  some 
of  the  townspeople  are  angry 
about  the  peace  camp  and  that  this 
anger  has  been  focussed  on  the 
three  women.  “There  has  been  a 
lot  of  anger  and  resentment.  One 
time  I  went  to  the  jail  with  some 
women  from  the  peace  camp  and 
the  jailers  said  ‘Oh,  yeah,  they 
look  like  they’re  from  the  peace 
camp.’  It’s  been  going  on  all  sum¬ 
mer,  letters  to  the  editor  [etc.].  1 
think  people  are  glad  they’re  in 
jail.” 

This  woman,  who  is  currently 
awaiting  trial  on  a  charge  of  disor¬ 
derly  conduct  stemming  from  her 
only  visit  to  the  jail,  told  GCN  that 
she  is  afraid  to  go  back  for  fear  of 
being  arrested  or  harassed  again. 
According  to  her,  she  was  arrested 
following  her  visit  to  the  jail  when 


she  waved  to  Blacklock  from  the 
parking  lot. 

At  that  point,  one  of  the  jailers 
“charged  out  to  the  lot  asking  for 
names.  I  said  ‘Can  I  ask  why  you 
need  my  name?’  But  he  wouldn’t 
tell  me,  so  I  wouldn’t  give  it,  which 
is  legal.  The  officer  said,  ‘I’ll  arrest 
you  if  you  come  back  here  tomor¬ 
row.’  And  I  said,  ‘Then  you’d  bet¬ 
ter  arrest  me  today.’  I  wasn’t  really 
serious,  I  meant  you  don’t  have 
any  grounds,  if  you  can  arrest  me 
tomorrow  then  arrest  me  today. 
He  grabbed  me  by  the  arm  real 
hard,  I  think  he  wanted  me  to 
resist  so  he  could  charge  me.  Then 
he  kept  me  [inside  the  jail]  for  two 
and  a  half  hours  and  searched  my 
coat  for  weapons.  He  didn’t  really 
know  what  to  arrest  me  for,  he 
said,  ‘Can  we  get  her  for  trespass¬ 
ing?’  Then  they  took  me  to  a  judge 
and  she  released  me  on  my  own 
recognizance.  I  talked  to  a  laywer 
who  said  there  is  no  substance  to 


munity.  “Although  the  assump¬ 
tion  was  that  we’d  still  cruise,  we 
were  telling  each  other,  ‘Be  careful 
if  you’re  out  cruising,’  during  that 
summer  [1982],  Elmer  Hagmann 
was  killed  that  summer  too,  just 
like  Greg,  and  a  lot  of  us  think 
Wayde  Green  killed  both  of  them, 
although  the  police  have  dropped 
the  Hagmann  case.  The  defense 
gave  the  victim  a  bad  name.  He 
wasn’t  sordid,  but  they  presented 
it  as  if  the  victim  was  the 
perpetrator.” 

Another  Erie  gay  man,  who 
knew  Minadeo,  was  “glad  Wayde 
Green  was  convicted,  although  I 
would  have  preferred  to  see  him 
get  the  chair.  I  used  to  be  very  op¬ 
posed  to  the  death  penalty,  but 
over  the  years  I’ve  changed  my 
opinion.  Not  only  recognizing  the 
tremendous  cost  to  society  to  in¬ 
carcerate  Green,  think  of  the  fact 
that  in  10  to  15  years,  at  most,  he’ll 
be  back  on  the  streets  again.” 

However,  according  to  Judy 
Smith,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Corrections,  there 
is  no  parole  for  a  sentence  of  life 
imprisonment  in  Pennsylvania, 
unless  the  Board  of  Pardons  and 
th  Governor  agree  to  commute  the 
sentence  to  a  specific  time,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  20  years.  No  sentences 
have  been  commuted  under 
Governor  Thornburgh  to  date, 
although  other  governors  have 
granted  such  pardons. 

human  rights.  This  study  should 
point  out  the  benefits  and  draw¬ 
backs  of  such  a  panel  and  should 
investigate  the  experiences  of  other 
cities  nationwide  in  this  regard. 
Some  members  urge  that  such  a 
Board  be  established  now.-” 

The  Public  Safety  Task  Force 
report  was  based  on  research  and 
interviews  with  numerous  city  of¬ 
ficials  and  community  members. 
The  33  members  of  the  task  force 
included  one  openly  gay  man, 
Boston  attorney  Dermot  Meagher, 
who  chaired  the  Subcommittee  on 
Recruitment,  Affirmative  Action 
and  Human  Rights.  Copies  of  the 
report,  in  a  bound  volume  con¬ 
taining  reports  from  all  twelve  task 
forces,  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Mayor’s  Office,  (617)  725-3735. 


[the  charge  of  disorderly 
conduct].” 

Bukowsky  told  GCN  that  he 
was  not  familiar  enough  with  the 
matter  to  comment.  The  sheriff’s 
office  had  not  returned  GCN's  call 
at  press  time. 

State  law  requires  that  the 
women  serve  60  days  of  their 
sentence  with  the  remainder  off 
for  “good  time.”  Guidice  said 
that  the  women  have  been  given 
conflicting  information  as  to 
whether  their  “good  time”  is  in¬ 
tact. 

However,  Bukowsky  said  that 
one  of  the  women  has  lost  “good 
time”  although  he  could  not  recall 
who  nor  did  he  know  how  much 
extra  time  must  be  served.  He  said 
that  it  is  a  judgment  which  is  based 
on  his  perception  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstance.  He  also  said  that  the 
woman  involved  was  apprised  of 
the  loss. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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‘ City  of  Shadows 

Looking 

By  Sarah  Schutman 

I  recently  visited  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  (GDR)  with 
a  delegation  of  American  femin¬ 
ists.  As  guests  of  the  government, 
we  spent  our  days  in  repetitious 
meetings  with  low-level  officials 
and  party  hacks,  and  our  nights  in 
the  streets  trying  to  find  out  what 
life  was  really  about  and  trying  to 
meet  lesbians. 

Through  I  LIS  (International 
Lesbian  Information  Service),  we 
had  the  names  of  three  East  Ger¬ 
man  dykes,  but  we  were  warned 
not  to  write  them  letters,  only  to 
stop  by  their  apartments.  When  we 
got  to  the  GDR,  we  found  out  that 
the  first  woman  on  our  list  was  in 
prison  for  political  activity.  The 
second,  Christa  T.,  lived  a  few 
blocks  from  our  hotel.  Each  night, 
we  would  go  out  in  groups  of  two 
or  three  and  leave  notes  under  her 
door  with  our  room  numbers  and 
itinerary,  asking  that  she  call  us. 
She  never  did. 

Socialism  and  Assimilation 

The  GDR  was  founded  thirty- 
five  years  ago  when  the  U.S.  army 
invaded  fascist  Germany  from  the 
west  and  the  Soviet  army  invaded 
from  the  East.  So,  although  they 
label  their  politics  “socialism- 
realized,”  this  is  not  a  country 
where  socialism  grew  organically 
from  a  movement  to  a  revolution. 
Instead,  it  was  imposed  by  military 
occupation. 

The  camouflage  for  personal 
repression  in  the  GDR  is 
“assimilation.”  It  is  used  to  main¬ 
tain  order,  but  also  serves  to  keep 
the  society  stagnant.  The  enforced 
conformity  is  used  to  claim  that 
there  is  no  social  discrimination. 
The  government  claims  “no 
racism,”  “no  anti-semitism,” 
and,  when  pushed,  “no  anti¬ 
homosexual  discrimination”  be¬ 
cause  “here,  everyone  is  the 
same.” 


Everyone  certainly  looks  the 
same.  Besides  being  ethnically 
homogenous,  clothing  is  mundane 
and  drab,  part  of  the  planned 
economy.  There  is  no  color  in  the 
streets  —  no  pictures,  no  signs  of 
expression  except  for  wall  paint¬ 
ings  of  Lenin  and  the  workers. 
There  is  no  sound  in  the  streets,  no 
singing  or  laughing  or  music. 

The  drab  culture  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  extensive  pro-natalist 
policy  that  invades  every  aspect  of 
life.  World  War  II  rendered  the 
German  population  70  percent  fe¬ 


male.  In  order  to  re-build  the 
bombed  nation,  a  Rosie  the 
Riveter  type  of  program  was  launch¬ 
ed  to  encourage  women  to  enter 
the  industrial  labor  force. 
However,  by  1971,  the  govern¬ 
ment  realized  that  the  “new 
woman”  was  seeking  divorce  at  an 
alarming  rate  and  refusing  to  have 
more  than  one  child.  Since  that 
time,  they  have  inaugurated  a 
massive  pro-family  program  to  en¬ 
courage  procreation  through 
psychological  onslaught  as  well  as 
financial  incentive.  For  example, 
when  a  couple  marries,  they  are 
entitled  to  a  5,000  mark  loan  from 
the  state  which  they  aren’t  re¬ 
quired  to  pay  back  if  they  have 
three  children. 

So  against  this  backdrop  of  con¬ 
formity  and  pro-natalism,  we  at¬ 
tempted  to  find  out  what  we  could 
about  gay  life  behind  the  Berlin 
Wall.  Over  and  over  again,  against 
the  wishes  of  our  state-provided 
interpreters  and  representatives  of 


the  League  for  USA-GDR  friend¬ 
ship  (our  hosts),  we  raised  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  conditions  under 
which  lesbians  must  live.  Usually 
we  were  told  that  there  was  “no 
problem,”  the  standard  GDR  re¬ 
sponse  to  any  controversial  ques¬ 
tion.  However,  the  unusualness 
of  our  question  sometimes  pro-— 
voked  spontaneous  and  natural 
responses  from  people  who  didn’t 
know  the  party  line. 

We  asked  one  graphic  artist 
what  would  happen  if  work  was 
produced  with  overt  lesbian  con¬ 


tent.  “It  would  provoke  quite  an 
uproar,”  she  said.  “Oh,  no,”  cor¬ 
rected  the  interpreter,  “this  is  no 
problem.” 

Later  in  a  student  photo  exhibit, 
we  noticed  grafitti  on  a  wall  in  the 
background  of  the  photo.  It  was  a 
drawing  of  two  women  kissing, 
under  which  was  written,  “When 
we  are  together,  everybody  hates 
us.” 

Official  Theories 

The  only  official  who  admitted 
to  knowing  anything  about  homo¬ 
sexuality  was  a  gynecologist  in 
Liepzig.  She  explained  that  there 
are  two  current  theories  about  the 
nature  of  homosexuality.  First,  it 
is  caused  in  the  embryonic  stage 
when  a  female  embryo’s  endo- 
chrine  gland  develops  according  to 
that  of  the  opposite  gender.  The 
other  theory  has  homosexuality 
caused  by  impaired  relationships 
with  parents.  So,  although  these 
theories  are  prehistoric  and  ab¬ 


surdly  specific,  they  do  permit  a 
gay  person  to  claim  an  identity,  as 
long  as  one  accepts  oneself  as 
biologically  or  environmentally 
deviant. 

Two  places  exist  where  gay  East 
Germans  can  meet  openly.  One  is 
through  the  offices  of  one  Dr. 
Schnabel,  known  as  “The  Kinsey 
of  East  Germany.”  Schnabel,  a 
stereotypical  absent-minded  sex¬ 
ologist,  brought  us  to  his  office  to 
present  to  us  two  official  lesbians 
to  tell  us  that  everything  is  fine  in 
the  GDR.  So,  surrounded  by  inter¬ 
preters,  representatives  of  the 
friendship  league,  Schnabel  and 
his  associates,  these  women  as¬ 
sured  us  that,  surprisingly  enough, 
there  is  “no  problem”  for  gay  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  GDR. 

The  other  safe  ground  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  lies  within  the 
Protestant  church.  The  church  is 
the  only  relief  from  the  state  and  is 
thus  increasingly  popular,  much  to 
the  state’s  dismay  which  fails  to 
comprehend  why  religion  hasn’t 
withered  away.  The  church  spon¬ 
sors  “Homosexuality  Groups” 
which  are  social  and  support 
groups.  Churches  also  sponsor  the 
“unofficial”  peace  movement. 
The  “official”  peace  movement  is 
run  by  the  state  to  promote 
unilaterial  arms  reduction  by  the 
United  Slates.  The  “unofficial” 
movement  (which  the  government 
claims  does  not  exist)  opposes 
weapons  and  war,  no  matter  who’s 
at  either  end  of  the  barrels. 
Recently,  about  fifty  members  of 
the  grassroots  peace  movement 
stood  in  a  marketplace,  silently 
holding  candles.  The  police  beat 
and  arrested  the  demonstrators 
and  then  claimed  the  incident 
never  took  place. 

Finally,  A  Bar 

Near  the  end  of  our  trip,  we  did 
find  a  gay  bar,  the  “City  Klause” 


on  Friedrichs! rasse  in  East  Berlin. 
It  was  a  depressing,  underworld- 
type  dive  with  a  clientele  of  gay 
people  who  looked  like  they’d 
been  through  hell  and  a  mean 
waitress  who  made  us  buy  drinks 
we  didn’t  want. 

Frustrated,  we  determined  to 
contact  the  third  woman  on  our 
list,  Ulrike  F.,  by  calling  her  at  her 
job.  She  agreed  to  meet  us  that 
evening  at  a  popular  cafe  near 
Checkpoint  Charlie.  So,  at  our 
dinner  meeting  with  local  party 
hacks,  it  was  my  turn  to  decoy  the 
Germans,  to  keep  them  wrapped 
up  in  conversation  so  that  the 
others  could  get  away  to  see 
Ulrike.  One  dinner  guest,  a 
woman  with  party  connections, 
expressed  particular  interest  in  the 
feminist  movement.  “You  know,  I 
have  lesbian  dreams,”  she  said.  “1 
think  1  would  like  being  with  a 
woman.” 

“Oh,  yes,”  1  answered,  always 
recruiting,  “women  are  very  soft 
and  lovely.” 

She  was  startled,  not  only  by  the 
content  of  our  ideas,  but  also  by 
the  mere  fact  that  we  had  them, 
since  East  Germans  are  denied  ac¬ 
cess  to  many  of  the  ideas  in  the 
history  of  human  thought.  When 
they  know  something  is  wrong, 
they  usually  have  to  depend  on 
their  own  inner  life  to  find  a  way  to 
understand  it. 

As  we  got  up  to  leave  the 
restaurant,  she  whispered,  “What 
is  your  hotel  number?” 

“Now,  no,  in  an  hour.  I’m  com¬ 
ing  in  an  hour.” 

I  went  back  and  waited  for  two, 
three  hours.  Finally,  just  as. I  had 
given  up  hope,  there  was  a  knock 
at  the  door.  It  was  the  rest  of  our 
delegation,  back  from  the  cafe. 
Ulrike  hadn’t  shown  up  either. 
East  Berlin,  for  lesbians,  is  a  city 
of  shadows. 


Later  in  a  student  photo  exhibit ,  we  noticed 
graffiti  on  a  wall  in  the  background  of  the 
photo.  It  was  a  drawing  of  two  women  kiss¬ 
ing,  under  which  was  written,  ‘  When  we  are 
together,  everybody  hates  us. 9 


We  Won't  Use 
A  Hard  Sell. . . 


. .  .but  GCN  wants  to  remind  its  readers  that  gay 
men  are  at  particular  risk  of  contracting  hepatitis 
B,  a  liver  infection  which  kills  5000  people  each 
year.  That’s  five  times  as  many  fatalities  each 
year  as  have  ever  been  caused  by  AIDS.  As  of 
yet,  there  is  no  specific  preventative  or  cure  for 
AIDS.  But  we  do  have  a  vaccine  for  hepatitis  B. 

If  you  have  already  had  hepatitis  B,  you  may  not 
need  the  vaccine.  It’s  even  possible  that  you  may 
have  contracted  a  mild  form  of  the  disease  with¬ 
out  knowing  it.  A  simple  and  relatively  inexpen¬ 
sive  screening  can  determine  whether  you  already 
have  the  hepatitis  B  antibody,  or  if  you  should 
consider  getting  the  vaccine.  So  visit  your  doctor, 
your  local  gay  clinic,  or  a  community  health 
center  and  ask  about  the  hepatitis  B  screening 
and  vaccine.  And  if  you  can,  consider  making  a 
donation  so  that  those  who  can’t  afford  the  ex¬ 
pensive  treatment  can  stay  healthy  too. 

In  Boston,  the  hepatitis  B  screening  and  vaccine 
is  available  from  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  which  maintains  a  fund  to  provide  grants 
and  loans  to  those  who  cannot  afford  the  vac¬ 
cine.  For  more  information,  or  to  make  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  fund,  call  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  at  (617)  267-7573. 


For  two  years,  GCN’ s  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCN  from 
16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain¬ 
ed  makes  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  bare  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  computerize 
GCN.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  PDP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re¬ 
news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  all  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft¬ 
ware,  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We’ll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCN,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives,  _ 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or  | 
new-found  friends,  and  | 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation  s 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  in  | 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help  | 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age. 

SUSTAIN  US! 


I  WANT  TO  SUSTAIN  GCN  FOR  1984! 

We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  contributions  of: 

□  $  30  ($120  annually) 

□  $  50  ($200  annually) 

□  $100  ($400  annually) 

□  $ _ 

□  Enclosed  is  my  first  contribution  of  $ _ 

Name _ , _ 

Address _ _ 

City/State/Zip - - 

Please  mail  to  GCN  Sustainers.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Loving  Whom  We  Choose:  Bi 
WHERE  WE  STAN 


By  Lisa  Orlando 

During  the  early  days  of  our  movement,  many  gay  lib- 
erationists  agreed  that  both  homosexual  and  heterosexual 
desire  exist  as  potentials  in  all  human  beings. They  believ¬ 
ed  that  heterosexual  culture  so  vigorously  oppresses  those 
who  insist  on  expressing  homosexual  desire  because  —  as 
Martha  Shelley,  one  of  the  first  post-Stonewall  theorists, 
wrote  —  we  are  heterosexuals’  “own  worst  fears  made 
flesh.”  Even  lesbian-feminists  like  the  Furies  Collective 
affirmed  the  “inherent  bisexuality  of  human  nature.”  If 
the  feminist  and  gay  liberation  movements  succeeded, 
they  thought,  the  gay/straight  dichotomy  would  disap¬ 
pear.  Although,  as  Dennis  Altman  pointed  out,  many 
people  would  still  not  practice  bisexuality,  we  would 
nevertheless  achieve  the  “end  of  the  homosexual”  as  a 
meaningful  category. 

Belief  in  bisexuality  as  a  utopian  potential  has  not 
always  coincided,  as  it  has  for  Altman,  with  support  for 
and  acceptance  of  bisexuals.  Nevertheless,  bisexuals  who 
were  active  in  the  earliest  days  of  the  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment  seem  to  have  had  little  trouble  being  accepted  as  gay. 
But  times  change.  Few  gay  activists  now  claim  to  be  striv¬ 
ing  for  a  bisexual  paradise  or  to  regard  bisexuality  as  a 
repressed  human  potential.  And  while  many  non-bisexual 
gays  have,  as  individuals,  supported  us  and  encouraged 
our  attempts  to  organize,  the  lesbian/gay  community 
abounds  with  negative  images  of  bisexuals:  fence-sitters,, 
traitors,  cop-outs,  closet  cases,  people  whose  primary 
goal  in  life  is  to  retain  “heterosexual  privilege,”  power- 
hungry  cold-hearted  seducers  who  use  and  discard  their 
same-sex  lovers  like  so  many  Kleenex. 

Some  of  these  stereotypes  result  from  the  ambiguous 
position  of  bisexuals,  poised  as  we  are  between  what  cur¬ 
rently  appear  as  two  mutually  exclusive  sexual  cultures, 
one  with  the  power  to  exercise  violent  repression  against 
the  other.  Others  grow  out  of  the  deeply  held  belief,  con¬ 
trary  to  that  of  early  gay  liberation,  that  homosexual  and 
heterosexual  desires  exclude  each  other.  Still  others  result 
from  lesbian-feminism,  which  argues  that  lesbianism  is  a 
political  choice  having  little  to  do  with  sexual  desire  perse. 
From  this  point  of  view,  a  bisexual  woman  “still  define[s] 
herself  in  terms  of  male  needs”  (Loretta  Ulmschneider  of 
the  Furies)  rather  than,  as  she  herself  might  argue,  in 
terms  of  her  own  desires.  Since  lesbian-feminism  equates 
meeting  male  needs  with  supporting  male  supremacy,  it 
considers  bisexual  women  traitors  by  definition. 

Other  factors  may  have  played  a  role  in  shifting  at¬ 
titudes  towards  bisexuals:  the  growth  of  lesbian/gay 
“lifestyles”  and  ghettos:  the  boundaries  produced  by  con¬ 
structing  gay  people  as  a  “minority”;  the  development  of 
sexual  identity  as  a  political  concept;  even,  as  Cindy  Pat¬ 
ton  has  argued,  the  brief  heyday  of  media-created  “bisex¬ 
ual  chic,”  which  trivialized  bisexuality  as  just  another 
fashion. 

But  these  stereotypes  also  resonate  with  some  people’s 
personal  experience  and  with  the  subcultural  lore 
developed  out  of  collective  experience.  Most  stereotypes 
reflect  some  small  aspects  of  reality  which  they  then  serve 
to  reinforce.  Some  bisexuals  do  act  in  stereotypical  ways, 
often  because  we  have  internalized  our  social  image.  And 
because  non-bisexuals  view  this  behavior  through  the  lens 
of  the  stereotype,  they  perceive  it  as  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  the  stereotype  rather  than  as  an  individual  action. 

As  more  bisexuals  refuse  to  hide  our  sexuality,  as  we 

As  more  bisexuals  refuse  to 
hide  our  sexuality,  as  we 
organize  within  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  we  can  better  challenge 
the  supposed  reality  of  these 
negative  images  and  demon¬ 
strate  that  they  are,  like  other 
stereotypes,  essentially  false. 

organize  within  the  gay  community,  we  can  better 
challenge  the  supposed  reality  of  these  negative  images 
and  demonstrate  that  they  are,  like  other  stereotypes, 
essentially  false.  Other  gay  people  will  be  forced  to 
recognize  that  as  a  group  bisexuals  are  no  more  “pro¬ 
miscuous”  or  incapable  of  commitment  than  anyone  else 
(like  many  stereotypes  of  bisexuals,  this  also  runs  rampant 
in  the  straight  world).  “Heterosexual  privilege”  doesn’t 
protect  us  from  being  queerbashed  on  our  way  home  from 
the  bars  or  having  our  children  taken  away  when  we  come 
out.  We  look  just  like  other  queers,  i.e.  we  range  from 
blatant  to  indistinguishable  from  straights.  And  many  of 
us  not  only  involve  ourselves  in  lesbian/gay  struggles  but 


also  identify  ourselves  primarily  with  the  gay  community. 

As  we  challenge  people  on  their  more  easily  disproved 
beliefs,  they  may  also  begin  to  question  whether  they 
perceive  their  personal  experiences  with  bisexuals  in  a 
distorted  way.  I  think  we  might  better  explain  at  least 
some  of  the  stories  about  bisexuals  who  leave  their  same- 
sex  lovers  for  heterosexual  relationships  in  the  same  ways 
we  explain  being  left,  period,  rather  than  as  some  special 
form  of  desertion  and  betrayal.  And  if  we  examine  the 
problems  we  have  with  bisexual  lovers  whose  primary  re¬ 
lationships  are  heterosexual,  they  resemble  quite  closely 
the  problems  we  have  had  in  similar  “secondary”  rela¬ 
tionships  with  homosexuals. 

Nevertheless,  since  most  bisexuals  are  acutely  aware  of 
the  differences  between  heterosexual  and  homosexual  re¬ 
lationships,  some  probably  do  “settle”  for  heterosexual 
relationships,  at  whatever  emotional  cost,  and  for  all  the 
reasons  one  might  imagine.  I  find  it  as  difficult  to  con¬ 
demn  them  as  to  condemn  homosexuals  who  seek  therapy 
to  “become”  heterosexual  —  oppression  is  ugly  and  we 
all  want  out,  whether  we  seek  individual  or  collective  solu¬ 
tions.  Other  gay  people  rarely  notice,  however,  that  most 
bisexuals  continue  to  have  homosexual  relationships 
despite  the  weight  of  heterosexist  oppression.  This  can  on¬ 
ly  testify  to  the  fact  that  heterosexual  relationships 
generate  their  own  problems  —  and  that  the  power  of 
desire  often  overcomes  that  of  oppression.  Many 
homosexuals  resent  the  fact  that  the  thoughtless  pleasures 
of  a  heterosexual  relationship  always  exist  as  an  option 
for  bisexuals  and  fear  that,  as  homophobia  intensifies, 
more  bisexuals  will  take  that  option.  But  “option”  seems 
a  strange  expression  to  describe  repressing  an  entire  aspect 
of  one’s  sexuality  and  the  closet  exists  as  an  “option”  for 
all  queers. 

We  all  suffer  when  we  choose  to  follow  a  desire  for 
which  we  will  be  oppressed.  We  suffer  even  more  when  we 
force  ourselves  to  repress  such  a  desire.  And  although  the 
experiences  differ,  we  suffer  whether,  as  with  bisexuals, 
our  desire  might  take  other  paths  or.  whether,  as  with 
homosexuals,  the  only  path  is  total  repression.  In  each  of 
these  cases,  our  suffering  results  from  the  power  of  a 
homophobic  society.  We  all  share  an  interest  in  assuring 
that  bisexuals  make  their  choices,  conscious  or  not,  on 
the  basis  of  desire  rather  than  oppression.  And  gay  libera¬ 
tion  offers  the  only  guarantee  that  this  will  happen. 

Those  who  view  bisexuals  as  untrustworthy  because  of 
our  “options”  at  least  acknowledge  that  we  exist.  Others 
insist  that  we  are  closet  cases  temporarily  stuck  in  a  transi¬ 
tional  stage  in  the  coming-out  process.  I  hope  that  as 
bisexuals  begin  to  speak  for  ourselves  we  will  weaken  this 
notion  since  many  of  us  have  identified  as  such  for  years 

—  and  lifetimes.  I  wonder,  however,  if  the  power  of  this 
belief  might  not  resist  such  evidence.  While  I  would  argue 
that  gay  identity  is  essentially  political  —  something  we 
construct  to  promote  solidarity  and  oppose  our  oppression 

—  for  many  people,  gay  identity  seems  to  imply  that  we  all 
naturally  possess  a  sexual  identity  and  that  this  identity 
just  as  naturally  fits  into  one  of  two  categories. 

Why  do  so  many  people  who  oppose  the  other  forms  of 
madness  created  and  perpetuated  by  the  psychiatric/med-  1 
ical  establishment  so  wholeheartedly  embrace  the  notion 
of  a  strict  division  between  heterosexuality  and  homosex¬ 
uality,  a  notion  which  originated  alongside  that  of 
homosexuality  as  disease?  As  much  gay  historical  re¬ 
search  has  shown,  “homosexuality”  as  we  understand  it 
in  the  West  didn’t  exist  until  religious  ideology  began  to 
lose  ground  and  medical  ideology  took  its  place.  What 
Christianity  saw  as  a  sinful  potential  in  everyone, 
psychiatry  reconceptualized  as  a  sickness  which  per¬ 
meated  one’s  being,  displacing  heterosexual  desire.  Many 
psychotherapists  see  bisexuality  as  an  inability  to  grow  up 
and  accept  reality  —  Natalie  Shainess,  for  example,  seems 
to  think  that  homosexuality  can  be  healthy  but  that  bisex¬ 
uals  need  to  be  treated  —  for  their  “immaturity!”  Many 
people  in  the  gay  community  thoughtlessly  parrot  these 
opinions.  But  to  assume  that  homosexual  and  heterosex¬ 
ual  desires  are  mutually  exclusive  is  like  assuming  that  no 
s/m  people  ever  enjoy  vanilla  sex  or  that  no  boy  lover  is  1 
ever  attracted  to  men.  That  so  many  people  do  assume 
these  things  testifies  to  the  incredible  power  of  our  need  to 
fit  things  into  neat  dichotomies. 

Human  beings  tend  to  use  dual  classification  when  we 
think  about  our  world  —  pairs  such  as  up/down  and 
hot/cold  as  well  as  pairs  such  as  human/animal  and 
man/woman,  where  more  value  is  placed  on  one  term  — 
probably  because  such  oppositions  structure  language 
itself.  Many  anthropologists  believe  that  when  some  aspect 
of  a  culture  gains  particular  prominence  or  importance 
people  feel  an  even  stronger  need  to  Fit  it  into  such  a 
scheme  and  will  become  uneasy  in  the  face  of  ambiguities. 

The  “disorder”  resulting  from  central  features  of  our 
lives  which  we  cannot  fit  into  dichotomies  with  sharp 
boundaries  disturbs  us  deeply.  I  suspect  that  the  homox- 
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ual/heterosexual  dichotomy  gained  acceptance  as  both 
sexuality  and  “personal  identity”  became  central  to  our 
culture.  Whether  or  not  this  is  true,  most  of  us  feel 
ihreatened  when  the  categories  we  believe  in  are  challeng- 
,  ed,  especially  if  they  shape  our  sense  of  who  we  are.  Not 
only  do  bisexuals  contradict  a  primary  set  of  cultural 
categories  —  our  culture  calls  us  “decadent”  because  we 
refuse  to  play  by  the  rules,  thereby  undermining  the  social 
“order”  —  but  we  challenge  many  people’s  personal 
sense  of  what  constitutes  sexual  identity.  Whether  we 
threaten  by  introducing  a  third  category  or  by  undermin¬ 
ing  the  notion  of  categories  altogether,  we  cause  enough 
discomfort  that  many  people  deny  our  existence. 

If  we  wish  to  develop  a  liberatory  politics,  we  must  ask, 
as  early  gay  liberation  did,  whether  our  need  to  classify 


Other  gay  people  rarely  notice 
that  most  bisexuals  continue  to 
have  homosexual  relationships 
despite  the  weight  of  heterosex¬ 
ist  oppression. 


simultaneously  violates  the  truths  of  at  least  some 
people’s  desires  and  plays  into  heterosexism.  Obviously 
we  will  never  stop  classifying:  we  couldn’t  speak  or  even 
think  if  we  did.  But  we  must  be  wary  of  both  our  obses¬ 
sion  with  order,  with  getting  rid  of  “dirt,”  and  our 
tendency  to  see  the  categories  we  use  as  natural  or  simply 
given  rather  than  as  the  social  and  political  constructions 
they  are.  This  is  particularly  true  with  those  categories 
which  bear  the  most  political  weight.  But  the  historically 
specific  categories  we  use  to  think  about  our  world,  in- 
duding  our  selves,  do  more  than  merely  describe  ac¬ 
curately  or  violate  the  truth  of  our  desire.  They  also  shape 
and  even  create  them.  We  must  question  as  well  the  whole 
notion  of  an  essential  sexual  truth  which  somehow  resides 
in  each  of  us. 


I  don’t  think  anyone  knows  what  desire  is,  where  it 
comes  from  or  why  it  takes  the  general  and  specific 
forms  it  does.  I’m  inclined  to  believe  that  some  kind  of 
interaction  between  a  more  or  less  shapeless  biological 
drive  and  a  combination  of  individual  experiences  and 
larger  social  forces  creates  .each  of  our  unique  sex¬ 
ualities.  But  the  way  we  as  “modern”  people  experience 
them,  the  mere  fact  that  we  experience  something  we  call 
“sexual  identity,”  is  peculiar  to  our  particular  culture 
and  historical  period.  Much  current  history  and  anthro¬ 
pology  aruges  that  all  our  talk  about  “identity  crisis” 
and  “finding  ourselves,”  even  our  very  notion  of  sex¬ 
uality,  would  simply  mean  nothing  to  people  from 
another  time  and  place.  If  both  the  way  we  view  our 
selves  and  the  categories  into  which  we  fit  them  are 
modern  social  constructions,  not  timeless  truths,  I  can’t 
view  my  own  sense,  however  subjectively  powerful,  that 
Ij  am  “really”  anything  with  less  than  suspicion.  The 
human  mind  too  easily  interprets  —  and  reinterprets  — 
anything  and  everything  to  fit  its  current  beliefs. 

But  we  still  have  no  better  way  of  describing  our  exper¬ 
ience  than  by  saying  that  we  have  discovered  what  we 
‘[really”  are.  In  using  the  term  “really,”  we  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  experience  many  people  have,  either  of  having 
“always  known”  or  of  coming  to  a  place  where  they 
finally  feel  at  home.  I,  too,  believe,  17  years  after 
‘[discovering”  my  bisexuality  and  10  years  after  relin¬ 
quishing  my  lesbian  identity,  that  I  am  “really”  bisexual. 

Furthermore,  many  exclusive  homosexuals  do  experi¬ 
ence  bisexuality  as  a  stage.  This  obviously  bolsters  the 
subcultural  belief  that  denies  the  existence  of  “real” 
bisexuality.  People  who  have  had  this  experience  tend  to 
look  back  at  their  old  selves  with  condescension  and  em- 
barassment.  I  suspect  that  the  word  “bisexual”  triggers 
qnpleasant  feelings  in  many  of  them  which  they  project  on 
^nyone  claiming  a  bisexual  identity. 

While  most  self-identified  homosexuals  may  be  correct 
seeing  their  own  bisexuality  as  just  a  stage,  inevitably, 
situation  being  as  it  is,  some  people  who  see  them- 
tves  as  exclusively  homosexual  will  have  repressed 
ther  than  “grown  out  of”  bisexuality.  As  some  lesbians 
!n  the  ’50s  who  were  neither  butch  nor  femme  felt  forced 
io  choose,  so  do  some  bisexuals.  Both  sides  often  exert  so 
much  pressure  to  “make  up  yoiir  mind”  and  direct  so 
much  contempt  at  people  who  are  unwilling  to  do  so  — 
mid  most  of  us  are  so  unaware  of  bisexuality  as  a 
legitimate  possibility  —  that  a  simple  need  for  acceptance 
and  community  often  forces  people  (particularly,  and 
often  most  painfully,  young  people)  to  repress  one 

Continued  on  page  14 


By  Megan  Morrison 

A  new  movement  is  emerging  and  finding  voice  within 
the  gay  community. 

For  years  bisexuals  have  felt  compelled  to  hide  our  true 
sexual  identity  in  the  gay  community  as  well  as  in  the 
straight  world.  Now  many  bisexuals  have  begun  to  organ¬ 
ize.  We  are  no  longer  willing  to  stay  closeted  within  a  com¬ 
munity  many  of  us  view  as  our  own.  We  have  begun  to 


lifestyle.  Bisexuals  are  often  viewed  as  fence-sitters,  ex¬ 
perimenting  at  the  expense  of  others,  out  of  touch  with 
our  feelings,  confused  about  our  identity,  incapable  of 
loyalty  or  commitment,  willing  to  have  sex  with  anyone  or 
everyone,  less  compassionate  when  ending  relationships 
than  either  gay  or  straight  people.  It  is  often  assumed  that 
bisexuals  will  inevitably  go  straight  in  order  to  retain 


Bisexual  Support  Groups 
Arete 

P.O.  Box  4273 
Whittier,  Ca.  90605 
Phone:  (213)  693-2316 

The  Bi-Forum 

c/o  Institute  of  Sexual  Behavior 
3821  Fourth  Ave. 

San  Diego,  Ca.  92103 
Phone:  (619)  293-3381 

BiPol 

P.O.  Box  26227 

San  Francisco,  Ca.  94126 

The  Bisexual  Center 

1757  Hayes  St. 

San  Francisco,  Ca.  94117 
Phone:  (415)  929-9299 

The  Bisexual  Counseling  Services 

1757  Hayes  St. 

San  Francisco,  Ca.  94117 
Phone:  (415)  567-3871 

The  Bisexual  Support  Group 

c/o  Student  Activities  Center 
Iowa  Memorial  Union 
Iowa  City,  Iowa  52240 
Phone:  (319)  354-0988 

Bi  Social  Center 

7136  Matilija  Ave. 

Van  Nuys,  Ca.  91405 
Phone:  (213)  873-3700 

Bi  Ways 
P.O.  Box  A3330 
Chicago,  Ill.  60605 
Phone:  (312)  353-8614 

Both  Sides  Now 

P.O.  Box  5042 

Kahului,  Maui,  Hi.  96732 

Counseling  for  Alternative  Lifestyles 

2523  Raven  Drive 
Sullivan’s  Island,  S.C.  29482 
Phone:  (803)  883-9076 

Deleware  Valley  Synergv 
P.O.  Box  1961 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  19105 

The  Pacific  Center 

2712  Telegraph  Ave. 

Berkeley,  Ca. 

Phone:  (415)  841-6226/548-8283 

Sexual  Identity  Center 

P.O.  Box  3224 
Honolulu,  Havaii  96801 
Phone:  (808)  926-1000 
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speak  out  and  to  reach  out  to  our  gay  brothers  and  lesbian 
sisters  to  discuss  our  similarities  and  our  differences.  We 
have  begun  to  break  down  the  walls  of  prejudice  which 
separate  us  and  to  build  new  solidarity  within  the  gay 
community  so  that  we  can  fight  collectively  for  the 
freedom  to  love  whom  we  choose. 

The  controversy  generated  by  Nancy  Wechsler’s  GC/V 
review  of  a  recent  Betsy  Rose  concert  is  only  one  indica¬ 
tion  of  how  highly  charged  the  issue  of  bisexuality  is  here 
in  Boston.  As  Nancy  said  afterwards,  “It  is  striking  that 
people  thought  that  the  criticism  underlying  my  review 
[was  a  critique  or  intolerance  of  bisexuality],  and  is  a 
warning  to  our  community  that  we  must  talk  openly 
about  bisexuality,  and  soon.  There  seems  to  be  a  lot  of 
mistrust  and  miscommunication  around  the  issue.” 

A  major  goal  of  the  new  bisexual  networks  is  to  dispel 
myths  and  stereotypes  which  are  all  too  pervasive  in  the 
gay  community.  Bisexuality  is  often  thought  to  be  a  mere 
transition  stage  between  gay  identification  and  a  straight 


heterosexual  privilege. 

Bisexuality,  however  is  a  valid  sexual  preference.  While 
many  gays  have  experienced  bisexuality  as  a  stage  in 
reaching  their  present  identity,  this  should  not  invalidate 
the  experience  of  people  for  whom  sexual  and  affectional 
desire  is  not  limited  by  gender.  For  in  fact  many  bisexuals 
experience  lesbianism  or  homosexuality  as  a  stage  in 
reaching  their  sexual  identification. 

Since  the  question  of  gender  in  sexuality  is  fundamental 
to  the  gay  movement,  one  would  expect  bisexuality  to  be 
of  major  interest.  However,  the  gay  community  does  not 
always  differentiate  between  the  institutionalized  hetero¬ 
sexuality  of  society  and  the  growing  movement  of  bisex¬ 
uals  whose  struggles  include  the  fight  for  sexual  freedom 
of  expression  without  regard  for  gender. 

Bisexuals  are  people  of  every  age,  race,  class  and  gen¬ 
der.  We  may  be  celibate,  monogamous  or  involved  with 

Continued  on  page  15 
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Politically  Strong,  Musically  Irresistible 


Casselbery  and  Dupree  in  concert 
at  the  Cambridge  YWCA.  Pre¬ 
sented  by  Allegro  Productions. 
Jan.  28. 

By  Sue  Hyde 

I  have  heard  the  same  story  —  of 
car  repairs,  too  few  gigs,  home¬ 
sickness,  highway  fatigue  —  from 
more  than  30  different  women 
musicians  who  trekked  in  and  out 
of  St.  Louis  from  1974  to  1982  in 
the  course  of  my  work  there  as  a 
producer  of  women’s  cultural 
events.  With  the  exception  of 
Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  though, 
all  the  musicians  were  white  girls 
who  stood  on  our  Midwestern 
stage  and  made  white  music.  And 
while  1  appreciated  the  artists  for 
their  affirmation  of  lesbian  life,  1 
longed  for  music  that  set  me  to 
swaying,  forced  my  foot  to  tap  or 
made  me  itch  to  dance.  In  short,  1 
longed  for  black  music,  preferably 
of  a  rhythm-and-blues  derivation, 
but  any  music  performed  by  black 
lesbians  that  satisfied  both  my 


hunger  for  lesbian  culture  and  my 
love  for  music  of  a  compelling  and 
irresistable  nature.  1  wanted  to  be 
both  visible  as  a  dyke  and  visceral- 


guess,  many  other  small-  to 
medium-sized  cities  in  the  interior 
of  the  country.  I  was  always  amus¬ 
ed  when  managers  pontificated  to 


These  two  women  pack  so  much 
sound  into  a  vocal  duo  accom¬ 
panied  by  simple  acoustic  guitar 
arrangements  it’s  difficult  not  to 
hear  the  rest  of  the  band  in  one’s 
head. 


ly  moved  as  a  music  lover. 

While  there  were  black  lesbian 
performers  who  toured  during  my 
production  years,  no  group  fell 
within  what  we  considered  to  be  a 
workable  budget.  Grants  for  the 
sort  of  culture  we  promoted  were 
hard  to  come  by.  Thus  The  Varied 
Voices  of  Black  Women  and  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  other  sterling  groups  of 
black  lesbian  musicians  passed  St. 
Louis  by  as  they  did,  I’d  venture  to 
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me,  the  bucolic  bumbkin  Midwest¬ 
erner,  that  sometimes  producers 
just  had  to  take  the  loss  on  shows 
that  could  help  to  build  a  multi¬ 
racial  movement.  A  loss  of  more 
than  a  few  hundred  dollars  could 
easily  have  capsized  our  little  com¬ 
pany  —  these  women  were  talking 
two  or  three  thousand  dollars  in 
bullet  biting!  It  just  wasn’t  possi¬ 
ble. 

What  we  needed,  I  used  to  think 
and  say,  were  two  or  three  touring 
shows  by  one  or  two  lesbians  of 
color,  women  who  toured  in  a  low- 
budget  style  the  first  time  around 
so  we  could  get  them  to  our  town 


without  losing  our  shirts.  Sound 
like  rank  opportunism?  Maybe. 
But  what  kept  The  Varied  Voices 
of  Black  Women  from  our  au¬ 
dience  wasn’t  a  lack  of  commit¬ 
ment  on  our  part,  it  was  a  lack  of 
money.  And  in  the  past  four  years 
the  situation  of  smaller  producers 
has  gotten  worse,  not  better. 

Enter  Casselberry  and  DuPree. 
From  the  back  of  the  auditorium 
at  the  Cambridge  YWCA  on 
January  28,  they  come  clapping 
and  stomping  and  entwining 
voices  in  an  African  chant  as  they 
make  their  way  to  the  stage.  When 
they’ve  mounted  the  stage,  they 
turn  to  the  audience  and  clap  and 
chant  and  grin  and  open  their  arms 
wide,  drawing  the  audience  into 
their  performance. 

During  the  next  couple  of  hours 
engaging  original  songs  and  un¬ 
forgettable  renditions  of  old 
favorites  are  mixed  with  political 
commentary.  Casselberry  and 
DuPree  describe  themselves  as 
folk/jazz  musicians.  Four  years 
ago,  when  I  heard  them  at  the  last 
National  Women’s  Music  Festival 
in  Champaign,  Illinois,  they  were 
doing  jazz  and  folk  material  — 
good  stuff  and  strictly  American 


fare.  But  their  music  has  changed, 

1  realized  by  the  end  of  this  con¬ 
cert.  A  good  portion  of  both  sets 
was  taken  up  with  reggae  tunes 
and  their  whole  performance  had  a 
very  island  flavor,  from  rhythms 
to  harmonies  to  subject  matter. 

After  they  opened  the  first  set 
with  three  original  songs,  one  hav¬ 
ing  to  do  with  police  terrorism 
against  black  people  in  Richmond, 
California  and  another  dealing 
with  Klan  terrorism  of  black  folks 
all  over  (“And  I  cried/Mother, 
Father,  Sister,  Brother/  Please 
stand  by  me/  It’s  not  easy  to  be 
free”),  Casselberry  and  DuPree 
took  off  with  a  rolling,  almost 
revival  rendition  of  a  Stevie 
Wonder  tune:  “It’s  taken  so  long/ 
‘Cause  we  got  so  far  to  go.”  They 
followed  this  vyith  a  Bob  Marley 
song  and  then  “The  Harder  They 
Come”  by  Jimmy  Cliff.  The  Cliff 
song  is  a  personal  favorite  of  mine 
and  I  loved  hearing  it  at  a  dyke 
event. 

Following  a  brief  intermission, 
Casselberry  and  Dupree  came 
back  on.  “We’re  gonna  lighten  up 
now  and  sing  a  few  love  songs,” 
DuPree  told  the  full  house. 

Continued  on  page  1 7 


Coming  Out  in  Academe 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  ar¬ 
ticles  for  Coming  Out,  a  series  in 
which  lesbians  and  gay  men  tell 
the  stories  of  their  sexual,  social, 
emotional  and  political 
emergence.  The  articles  should  be 
no  longer  than  1500  words  and,  if 
possible,  should  be  typed.  Send  to 
Coming  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

By  Bob  McNee 

I  came  out  when  I  was  56,  mar¬ 
ried,  with  five  children  (the 
youngest  20),  and  several  grand¬ 
children.  I  was  a  tenured  professor 
of  geography  at  the  University  of 
Cincinnati.  Reared  in  rural  pover¬ 
ty,  I  had  worked  hard  for  status.  I 
was  in  Who’s  Who,  the  Council  of 
the  Association  of  American  Geo¬ 
graphers,  a  former  department 
head  and  former  director  of  the 
American  Geographical  Society. 

No  doubt  many  were  sure  I  was 
certifiably  crazy.  I  had  fought  for 
others’  rights;  now  I  wanted  to 
fight  for  my  own.  However,  this  is 
not  the  full  story  of  my  coming 
out;  it  tells  the  story  of  my  attempt 
to  come  out  to  students  through 
our  departmental  newsletter. 

Annually  the  editor  circulated  a 
memo  requesting  descriptions  of 
the  year’s  “most  important”  hap¬ 
penings.  Usually  responses  were 
pompous,  self-serving  and  boring, 
mine  included:  talks  given,  publi¬ 
cations  and  other  aspects  of  aca¬ 
demic  “counting  coup.”  I  knew 
the  only  real  news  of  me  was  my 
coming  out.  I  knew  the  gossip 
mills  would  be  grinding  and  1 
wanted  to  reach  former  students 
directly.  So  I  submitted  the  follow¬ 
ing. 

•  •  • 

My  life  has  been  filled  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  happenings  and 
changes  since  the  day  of  my  birth 
on  a  Montana  homestead.  My  life 
has  been  rich.  There  have  been 
many  challenges  and  opportunities 
to  be  met  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
and  one  by  one.  Many  of  the 
challenges  were  not  so  hard  to 
meet,  such  challenges  as  the  Great 
Depression;  global  movement  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  II;  adapting  to  life 
in  major  metropolitan  centers  such 
as  New  York,  Detroit,  Cincinnati; 
gaining  my  PhD;  changing  direc¬ 
tions  with  the  “new  geography”; 
and  so  on.  1  met  those  challenges 
with  some  aplomb  because  I  am 
not  without  physical  health,  in¬ 
telligence  and  adaptive  skills.  And 
because  in  facing  such  challenges  1 
never  felt  abandoned,  outcast  or 
alone. 

But  some  challenges  are  more 
difficult,  particularly  those  faced 


by  members  of  despised  minority 
groups.  I  adjusted  to  the  diver¬ 
gence  between  the  inner  reality  of 
my  nature  and  the  demands  of  a 
hostile  world  as  best  I  knew  how. 


But  this  adjustment  required  the 
internalizing  of  great  pain  and 
anguish,  as  so  many  generations  of 
gays  have  learned  before  me.  After 
the  modern  Gay  Liberation  move¬ 
ment  began  in  June,  1969,  this  in¬ 
ternalized  pain  gradually  became 
unbearable. 

May,  1978,  was  Liberation  Time 
for  me.  I  “came  out”  to  my  wife 
and  started  attending  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church,  a 
church  with  a  special  outreach  to 
gays  and  lesbians.  Gradually,  over 
the  year,  I  “came  out”  to  my  five 
children,  other  relatives  and 
selected  old  friends.  Of  course,  the 
results  were  mixed.  Some  bonds  of 
love  and  friendship  were 
strengthened  greatly  but  in  other 
cases  the  bonds  were  weakened.  So 
be  it.  I  expect  this  to  be  true  also 
for  those  of  you  surprised  to  be 
reading  this.  Those  who  love 
humanity  in  all  its  richness  and 
diversity  will  be  enriched  by  my 
“coming  out,”  whether  you  are 


gay  or  straight.  Others  will  feel  on¬ 
ly  revulsion  at  the  challenging  of  a 
cultural  barrier.  Please  feel  free  to 
comment  or  not  comment,  as  suits 
your  nature,  whether  the  comment 
is  basically  positive  or  negative  in 
tone.  Nothing,  including  sexuali¬ 
ty,  should  be  beyond  the  bounds 
of  intelligent  discussion  among 
friends.  It  is  silence  that  imprisons 
and  kills.  It  is  ignorant  gossiping 
or  maligning  that  destroys. 

The  last  year  has  brought  me 
joy,  freedom  and  peace  of  mind.  It 
has  been  an  emotion-filled  year, 
and  some  of  this  emotion  has  in¬ 
volved  pain  as  old  bonds  weaken¬ 
ed  and,  in  a  few  cases,  snapped. 
But,  overall,  this  has  been  the  hap¬ 
piest  year  of  my  life,  and  the  most 
filled  with  growth,  joy,  happiness 
and  hope.  Some  of  this  has  been 
reflected  in  my  new  “image.” 
Many  of  you  commented  favor¬ 
ably  on  my  appearance  at  the 
Philadelphia  AAG  meeting.  But  it 
wasn’t  all  cosmetic  (new  hair  style, 
mustache,  etc.);  more  important¬ 
ly,  my  appearance  reflected  my  en¬ 
thusiasm  at  being  alive  in  this  day 
of  liberation  for  all.  Fortyyears  of 
wandering  in  the  wilderness  is  long 
enough. 

I  am  glad  I  am  gay.  I  do  not  re¬ 
gret  any  aspect  of  my  life,  in¬ 
cluding  the  problems  associated 
with  being  a  member  of  an  op- 
Continued  on  page  16 


Where  We  Stand 

Continued  frontpage  13 

aspect  of  their  desire.  Just  as  closet  queers  (also  perhaps 
bisexual)  often  lead  the  pack  in  homophobic  attacks,  so 
may  closet  bisexuals  be  the  most  intensely  biphobic.  1 
think  this  is  particularly  true  among  women  who  came  out 
via  lesbian-feminism. 

The  fact  is  that  many  women  who  now  identify  as  bi¬ 
sexual  experienced  lesbianism  as  a  stage.  1  identified  as  bi¬ 
sexual  before  the  women’s  movement  but,  as  happened 
with  many  women,  consciousness-raising  and  traumatic 
experiences  fueled  an  acute  anger  and  disgust  with  men 
which  led  me  to  lesbianism.  Other  of  these  women  may 
have  become  lesbians  because  they  accepted  the  lesbian- 
feminist  dictum  that  “feminism  is  the  theory  and  les¬ 
bianism  is  the  practice.”  Or  they  may  simply  have  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  peer  pressure  (even  some  heterosexual  women 
“became”  lesbians  for  these  reasons).  Over  the  years, 
many  of  us,  often  because  of  working  in  political  coali¬ 
tions,  have  reconnected  with  the  world  outside  the 
“women’s  community”  and  have  discovered,  or  rediscov¬ 
ered,  our  heterosexual  desires.  We  are  now  attacked  for 
having  “gone  back  into  the  closet,”  as  traitors,  and  as 
self-deceiving  fools. 

The  theoretical  and  emotional  need  to  keep  alive  both 
the  notion  that  all  true  feminists  are  lesbians  and  the  belief 
that  no  rapprochement  with  men  is  possible  fuels  lesbian- 
feminist  hatred  of  bisexuals.  Many  lesbians  who  oppose 
other  forms  of  separatism,  who  work  with  men  politically 

Continued  on  page  15 
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Boston  Area 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

On  any  Wednesday  evening  or  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  young  people  from  all  around  the  area  con¬ 
verge  on  a  building  on  Bowdoin  Street  in  Boston. 
Here  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church  they 
sometimes  join  in  on  a  discussion  topic  or  listen 
to  a  speaker.  Other  times  they  simply  meet  and 
socialize  or  gather  before  going  off  on  an  outing 
to  attend  a  play  or  to  ride  the  roller  coaster  at 
Paragon  Park. 

Though  each  carries  a  unique  set  of  ex¬ 
periences  and  backgrounds,  they  travel  in  from 
many  locations  to  participate  in  a  group 
specifically  designed  to  meet  their  common 
needs. 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY)  was  organized  in  July,  1980,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  providing  a  safe,  non-exploitative  and 
non-judgmental  environment  for  young  people  to 
meet  in. 

“At  BAGLY  people  will  not  be  criticized  or  re¬ 
jected  for  either  their  sexual  orientation  or  their 
sexual  practice,”  said  Kevin  Cranston,  one  of  the 
group’s  two  adult  advisors.  “We  have  members 
who  are  gay,  lesbian,  and  bi,  some  straight  and 
some  who  don’t  know.  All  are  welcome.” 

Membership  is  open  to  those  who  are  22  years 
of  age  and  under;  some  are  under  14. 

BAGLY’s  other  express  purpose  is  to  serve  as 
an  educational  and  referral  resource  to  com¬ 
munity  and  governmental  organizations. 
Members  go  out  on  speaking  engagements  to 
educate  the  public  on  the  needs  and  concerns  of 
its  members  and  have  been  interviewed  by  all  the 
major  media  outlets  in  the  area,  including  the 


Boston  Globe,  major  TV  stations  and  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System  (PBS)  in  a  video  film  titled 
Growing  Up  Gay.  They  are  scheduled  to  appear 
on  an  upcoming  episode  of  the  PBS  news  and  in¬ 
formation  program  Soap  Box. 

The  group  has  also  been  placed  on  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Department  of  Social  Services’  list  of 
community  resources  and  it  has  a  good  working 
relationship  with  Bridge  Over  Troubled  Waters,  a 


group  working  with  young  runaways. 

BAGLY  is  coordinated  by  a  nine-member 
steering  committee  elected  by  the  membership. 
This  includes  two  adult  advisors  who  oversee  the 
functioning  of  the  committee  and,  according  to 
Cranston,  “are  there  to  help  work  out  the  snags, 
serve  as  liaisons  to  the  adult  community  and  pro¬ 
vide  role  models  showing  members  that  there 
really  is  gay  life  after  age  22.” 

The  other  seven  slots  on  the  steering  commit¬ 
tee  are  president,  vice  president,  (fiscal) 
manager,  publicity  director,  fundraising  director, 
counseling  director  and  facilitator  (planner  for 
the  Wednesday  evening  meetings). 

Group  functions  are  organized  twice  a  week. 
Each  Wednesday  evening  at  6:30  a  new  persons 
meeting  is  led  by  the  counseling  director,  who  is 
presently  George  Smith.  New  people,  who  usual¬ 
ly  number  from  five  to. ten  each  week,  can  ask 


questions  about  the  group  and  can  come  to 
break  the  ice  a  bit  before  joining  the  larger 
meeting,  if  they  choose,  which  comes  together 
directly  afterwards  from  7:30  to  9:00. 

Once  a  month  the  large  meeting  is  an  open 
discussion.  Topics  are  posed  by  the  membership 
and  the  group  is  broken  down  into  three  sub¬ 
groups,  each  of  which  discusses  a  different 
topic.  At  the  other  three  Wednesday  evening 
discussion  meetings  during  the  month,  which 
are  arranged  by  the  facilitator,  the  whole  group, 
consisting  of  40  to  60  members,  assembles  into 
one  large  circle. Among  the  topics  discussed  are 
relationships  with  family  and  friends,  sexuality, 
health  issues,  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  religion, 
coming  out,  sexism  and  separatism.  Slated  for 
later  this  month  is  a  discussion  of  homophobia 
with  a  presentation  of  the  documentary  film  on 
this  subject,  Pink  Triangles. 

After  the  meetings,  members  often  join  for  cof¬ 
fee  or  hamburgers  at  local  restaurants  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  discussion  or  simply  to  socialize. 

Sunday  afternoon  meetings  are  more  informal. 
BAGLY  provides  a  drop-in  center  from  2:00  to 
4:00  at  the  Church  and  sometimes  field  trips  or 
outings  are  planned.  Recently  about  20  members 
attended  a  play  in  Cambridge  having  a  gay 
theme  called  Mostly  Because  It's  Raining.  They 
have  also  sponsored  dances  and  potlucks  and 
when  the  weather  is  nice,  picnics  and  beach 
Continued  on  back  of  Calendar  section 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114 
(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-0513 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 


Jean  Vallon 
75  Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Boston 
Cape  Cod 
1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 
THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton 
Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

LAMBDA  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
324  Marlborough  St. 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 
CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett 
Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  292-4532 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 
Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 
PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 
DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 

LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-6377 


REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS, 
INC. 

36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA 
423-7730 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 


BOSTON-AREA  GAY/LESBIAN  BUSINESS  GUIDE 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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>  Calendar  compiled  this  week  by  Nancy  Wechsler.. 


Evelyn  Hutchins,  an  ambulance  driver  in  the  / 
coin  Battalion  during  the  Spanish  Civil  War,  is  - 
ternational  Brigade  veterans  interviewed  in  the 
Good  Fight.  See  review  in  Features  Notes. 


Notes 

Compiled  by  Michael  Bronski 


winter  plays 

The  last  in  a  series  of  staged  readings  will 
be  presented  by  Meridian  Gay  Theater  at  Shan- 
dol  Theater,  137  W.  22nd  St.,  New  York  City,  at 
8:00PM,  February  27  and  28.  The  final  play  will  be 
Robert  Chesley’s  Night  Sweat ,  directed  by 
Nicholas  Deutsch. 

Chesley’s  play  Stray  Dog  Story  was  a  great 
success  for  the  theater  last  season. 

Night  Sweat  is  concerned  with  New  York’s 
newest  state-of-the-art  disco/bath/suicide  club 
Coup  de  Grace.  Lifetime  memberships  are  only 
$10,000  for  as  long  a  they  last. .  .or  as  long  as 
you  do.  As  usual  the  admission  to  the  reading 
series  is  free,  but  the  seating  is  limited  and  reser¬ 
vations  can  be  made  by  calling  (212)  869-3981. 


good  and  . . . 

The  Huntington  Theatre  Company  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  Boston  premier  of  Plenty  by  David  Hare. 

Plenty  is  the  story  of  the  political  and  emo¬ 
tional  education  of  a  young  English  woman  who 
worked  for  the  French  resistance  during  the  war 
and  finds  herself,  in  post-war  England,  without 
the  sense  of  purpose  she  felt  earlier.  Told  in 
flashbacks  and  flashforwards,  Plenty  has  been 
described  by  some  critics  as  using  French  new- 
wave  film  tecniques  to  present  the  Doris 
Lessing-like  story  to  a  modern  audience.  Its  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  role  of  women  in  modern  post¬ 
war  society  and  how  they  cope  with  it  has  placed 
Plenty  in  the  forefront  of  plays  addressing  ques¬ 
tions  of  feminism  and  modern-day  life. 

Plenty  begins  previews  on  February  25  and 
opens  on  the  29th.  Call  266-3193  for  ticket  informa¬ 
tion  and  reservations. 

Niches 

Continued  from  front  of  Calendar  section 
trips. 

One  activity  that  is  particularly  popular  is  the 
BAGLY  prom  held  each  June.  People  22  years  of 
age  and  their  guests  are  invited.  Dinner  is  pro¬ 
vided,  a  deejay  is  in  charge  of  keeping  the  good 
sounds  moving  and  people  come  “dressed  to  im¬ 
press.”  A  King  and  Queen  are  crowned,  though 
not  necessarily  according  to  corresponding 
gender.  Preparations  are  already  underway  for 
their  third  annual  prom. 

What  George  Smith,  one  of  BAGLY’s  founding 
members,  likes  most  about  the  group  is  that  it  is 
run  primarily  by  youth  and  its  success  or  failure 
depends  on  the  membership.  He  said,  however, 
that  this  hasn’t  always  been  the  case  in  the  chain 
of  gay  and  lesbian  youth  groups  which  have  ex¬ 
isted  in  this  city. 

BAGLY’s  recent  ancestry  dates  back  to  1977 
with  Project  Lambda  (PL),  which  met  at  the 
Charles  Street  Meeting  House.  Along  with  its  ad¬ 
junct  legal  advocacy  firm,  Gay  Youth  Advocates 
(GYA),  it  received  funding  from  the  city  and  was 
coordinated  by  a  group  of  concerned  social  ser¬ 
vice  workers  and  clergy.  Membership  was 
limited  to  youth  18  years  of  age  and  under  and 
ten  to  20  people  regularly  attended  the  Saturday 
discussion  meetings  and  field  trips.  However, 
when  funding  sources  dried  up  in  1978,  PL  and 
GYA  disbanded. 

Helping  to  pick  up  the  slack  were  two  commu¬ 
nity  activists,  Kathy  Travers  and  Eric  Rofes,  who 
organized  to  bring  a  group  back  together,  form¬ 
ing  the  Committee  for  Gay  Youth  (CGY),  which 
met  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  at  the  Arl¬ 
ington  Street  Church.  The  age  limit  was  raised  to 
21  and  membership  grew.  CGY  remained  at  the 
Church  until  1979  when  they  lost  the  space  due 
to  scheduling  conflicts. 

After  leaving  Arlington  Street,  CGY  was  per¬ 
mitted,  with  the  aid  of  Gays  at  MIT,  to  meet  at  the 
student  lounge  at  MIT  while  a  search  committee 
was  formed  to  find  another  space. 

As  this  was  happening,  structural  aspects  of  a 
gay  and  lesbian  youth  organization  were  under¬ 
going  scrutiny  by  CGY  members.  Of  the  13  mem¬ 
bers  on  the  Steering  Committee,  12  were  adults. 
Dissension  began  to  develop  between  some  of 
the  younger  members  and  the  adults  and  a  few 
members  began  to  talk  about  pulling  away  to 
form  a  new  group  in  which  the  coordinating 
responsibilities  rested  on  the  shoulders  of  young 
people.  Soon  the  spark  that  was  needed  to  flame 
this  idea  happened  at  a  regular  CGY  meeting. 

In  his  capacity  as  mayoral  liaison  to  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community,  Robin  McCormack  was 
accustomed  to  standing  before  groups  to 
discuss  the  issues  and  to  give  updates  on  the 
happenings  at  city  hall.  When  he  spoke  to  a 
gathering  of  the  CGY  membership  he  was  asked 
the  frank  question,  “What  can  you  do  for  us?” 
After  thinking  about  this  and  doing  some  foot¬ 
work,  he  came  back  to  the  group  with  the  pro¬ 
posal  of  having  a  benefit  auction  at  Buddies. 


the  good  fight 

The  Good  Fight:  The  Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade  in 
the  Spanish  Civil  War.  Produced  and  directed  by 
Noel  Buckner,  Mary  Dore  and  Sam  Sills.  Running 
time  98  min.  At  the  Sack  Copley. 

The  Good  Fight  is  a  full-length  documentary 
about  the  American  men  and  women  who  went 
to  Spain  to  fight  for  the  Republic  during  the 
Spanish  Civil  War.  By  using  old  newsreel  footage 
and  interviewing  12  survivors  of  the  war,  the  film¬ 
makers  have  attempted  to  discover  a  slice  of 
American  political  history  which  has  generally 
been  ignored. 

American  history  generally  evaporates  as 
soon  as  it  is  made.  What  is  taught  in  school  is  on¬ 
ly  what  those  in  charge  want  taught;  what  is  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  the  students  is  even  less.  Radical 
history  suffers  particularly  because  it  is  general¬ 
ly  relegated  to  oblivion.  The  Good  Fight  examines 
the  lives  —  both  then  and  now  —  of  12  men  and 
women  who  were  among  the  3200  who  volunteer¬ 
ed  to  fight  against  the  armies  of  Franco,  Hitler 
and  Mussolini.  Fighting  fascism  before  it 
became  popular  (before  America  was  involved  in 
the  European  war),  these  “soldiers  of  con¬ 
science”  were  heroes  for  an  entire  generation  of 
Americans.  Now  they  are,  for  the  most  part, 
forgotten  or  under  suspicion  for  their  ties  to 
radical  politics  and  the  left. 

As  a  film  The  Good  Fight  is  stirring  and  ex¬ 
citing.  Its  purpose  is  to  give  a  continuum  to  left¬ 
ist  politics  in  America  and  its  pictures  of 
dedicated  progressives  are  heartwarming  and  in¬ 
spiring.  Like  a  Word  is  Out  for  leftists,  The  Good 
Fight  instills  a  feeling  of  pride  and  a  sense  of 
history.  It  doesn’t  hesitate  to  use  a  good  laugh  or 


With  their  loss  of  the  Arlington  Street  Church, 
the  membership  found  this  idea  tQ  be  intriguing 
and  individuals  volunteered  to  contact 
businesses  in  the  area  to  donate  merchandise. 
Through  the  member’s  efforts  and  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  help  given  by  McCormack,  the  May,  1980, 
benefit  netted  the  group  several  thousand 
dollars. 

Now  the  question  was,  “How  was  this  money 
going  to  be  used?”  The  answer  appeared  soon 
after  when  a  committee  of  three  CGY  youth  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  membership  the  idea  of  forming  a 
new  group  to  be  run  chiefly  by  young  people.  A 
vote  was  taken  and  it  carried  unanimously. 

The  name  BAGLY  was  chosen  and  incorpor¬ 
ated  in  July,  1980.  A  constitution  was  drawn  up, 
the  seed  money  was  placed  into  a  bank  account 
and  the  search  committee  found  a  space  on  Tre- 
mont  Street  directly  across  from  the  Boston 
Common.  The  new  group  was  underway. 

Now  members  could  have  meetings  every  day 
of  the  week  and  could  offer  a  drop-in  center  for 
people  to  socialize.  People’s  energies  were  high 
and  new  members  began  to  join  in  on  the  excite¬ 
ment. 

Soon,  however,  a  hard  reality  became  ap¬ 
parent:  rent  was  $600  a  month.  This  coupled  with 
other  expenses  meant  that  a  constant  influx  of 
funds  would  have  to  continue  if  they  were  going 
to  keep  the  space. 

“At  this  time  we  put  75  percent  of  our  group  ef¬ 
fort  into  fundraising,”  said  Smith.  “We  held  car¬ 
nivals,  auctions  and  other  benefits.  We  went 
from  one  fund  raiser  to  the  next.” 

BAGLY  functioned  at  their  Tremont  Street 
location  for  one  and  a  half  years  until  November, 
1981,  when  they  decided  to  terminate  their  lease 
due  to  lack  of  money.  For  a  while  they  met  at 
people’s  homes  and  even  at  Burger  King.  Con¬ 
tacts  were  kept  through  the  use  of  the  phone  but 
times  seemed  bleak  for  a  few  months. 

A  new  search  committee  formed  and  was 
quickly  turned  down  by  over  150  churches,  public 
institutions  and  schools  for  access  to  building 
space.  Then  finally  they  received  encourage¬ 
ment  from  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church  on 
Beacon  Hill  and  after  an  affirmative  vote  by  its 
congregation,  doors  to  the  Church  were  opened 
to  them  in  March,  1982.  They  have  met  there  ever 
since. 

Avi,  16,  recently  joined  BAGLY.  Living  at  home 
with  his  parents  in  a  town  on  the  North  Shore,  he 
has  few  social  outlets  available  to  him.  Though 
he  hasn’t  come  out  to  most  of  his  high  school 
classmates,  he  often  undergoes  the  humiliation 
of  being  the  object  of  their  catcalls  as  he  walks 
through  the  school  corridors.  He  receives  ob¬ 
scene  phone  calls  when  at  home. 

A  while  back  he  remembered  seeing  a  BAGLY 
public  service  ad  on  TV  and  decided  to  come  into 
Boston  to  check  it  out.  Now  he  travels  in  twice  a 
week  to  attend  the  group  functions  where  he  is 
building  up  friendship  networks. 

“Through  BAGLY,”  he  said,  “I  have  found  it 


get  its  audience  all  sentimental  about  pro¬ 
gressive  politics  in  order  to  get  its  basic 
message  across. 

As  history,  The  Good  Fight  is  not  exactly  in¬ 
accurate.  It  does  fill  in  the  background  to  the 
reasons  why  the  Spanish  Civil  War  began,  the 
world  conspiracy  against  the  Republic  and  the 
response  of  many  people  who  decided  to  dis¬ 
obey  their  own  governments  and  fight.  But  the 
history  lesson  in  The  Good  Fight  is  a  simplistic 
one.  There  is  little  mention  made  of  the  complex¬ 
ities  of  Spanish  politics.  The  role  of  the  anar¬ 
chists  in  Spain  —  and  even  of  the  Communist 
Party  in  America  —  is  played  down  so  that  it 
almost  doesn’t  exist.  Although  the  film  does 
focus  on  the  experiences  of  the  Americans  who 
went  to  Spain  to  fight,  it  does  not  give  a  very  com¬ 
plete  or  cohesive  reason,  besides  the  obvious 
sloganeering,  why  or  how  all  of  this  fit  into  the 
larger  scheme  of  things. 

America  is  a  country  without  very  much 
sense  of  history  and  certainly  no  sense  of  our 
more  radical  past.  If  The  Good  Fight  lets  some 
people  know  about  this  past  it  will  have  done 
some  good.  It  is  too  bad  that  it  does  not  provide 
more  context  for  both  its  characters  and  its 
history.  For  as  moving  as  it  sometimes  is,  The 
Good  Fight  functions  on  a  fairly  superficial  level; 
it  looks  better  because  of  a  lack  of  a  sense  of 
history  rather  than  because  of  it. 

To  fill  in  some  of  the  history,  people  might 
want  to  take  a  look  at  George  Orwell’s  Flomage 
to  Catalonia,  which  describes  his  own  ex¬ 
periences  fighting  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  What 
better  year  than  1984  to  read  Orwell’s  works? 


easier  to  meet  other  gay  youth  who  I  can  trust 
and  know  as  friends.”  He  said  that  through  the 
group’s  support  he  is  planning  to  take  a  male 
date  to  his  high  school  senior  prom  at  the  end  of 
the  next  school  year. 

BAGLY  has  some  future  plans  of  its  own.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Tracy  Salonites,  fundraising  director 
and  adult  advisor  on  the  steering  committee,  the 
group  is  looking  into  the  possibility  of  reaching 
out  to  foundations  for  financial  support  in  order 
to  expand  their  outreach  efforts  and  to  provide 
members  with  increased  access  to  educational 
and  cultural  events  in  the  area. 

In  major  new  developments,  BAGLY  has  re¬ 
cently  been  granted  organizational  tax-exempt 
status  through  the  generous  support  efforts  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders. 
Salonites  emphasizes  that  this  will  make  it 
easier  for  those  wishing  to  donate  money  to  help 
BAGLY  pay  its  expenses,  including  rent,  mailing 
costs  and  the  costs  of  printing  and  distributing 
its  brochure. 

Switching  hats  from  her  steering  committee 
role  to  that  of  an  individual  group  member, 
Salonites  has  some  of  her  own  hopes  for  the 
future.  Being  one  of  a  relatively  small  number  of 
BAGLY  women,  she  said,  “Since  the  group  is 
predominantly  male,  I  would  like  to  see  a  greater 
effort  made  to  attract  more  young  women  to  join 
our  functions  and  become  involved.”  She  also 
encourages  people  from  the  community  who 
may  have  certain  professional  skills,  including 
legal  and  counseling,  to  offer  their  time  and  ex¬ 
pertise  to  the  group. 

Throughout  its  short  history,  BAGLY  has  sent 
speakers  to  various  community  groups  to  let 
people  know  that  it  is  there  for  them  as  a 
resource.  However,  it  has  found  that  it  can  be 
quite  difficult  to  be  invited  into  the  places  where 
its  impact  could  possibly  be  the  greatest  —  the 
secondary  schools. 

Kevin  Cranston  of  the  steering  committee 
gives  three  possible  explanations  for  this:  there 
is  virtually  no  structure  in  the  schools  in  which  to 
speak;  not  many  schools  are  willing  to  take  the 
first  step  of  providing  the  opportunity  for  lesbian 
and  gay  speakers  because  it  may  be  taken  as  an 
endorsement;  and  most  importantly,  this  is  an 
extremely  controversial  issue  and  it  is  the  adults 
(parents,  school  officials  and  school  board 
members)  who  have  the  most  difficult  time 
handling  it. 

BAGLY  is  intending  to  send  a  mailing  to  the 
school  systems  notifying  them  of  their  educa¬ 
tional  and  referral  services,  emphasizing  that  it 
has  many  qualified  people  willing  to  speak. 

BAGLY  encourages  people  to  get  in  touch 
with  them  with  questions  or  offers  of  support  or 
to  set  up  a  speaking  engagement  for  a  communi¬ 
ty  or  school  group.  Address  letters  to  BAGLY,  c/o 
GCN,  Box  10GY,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111  or  call  (617)497-8282.  Wednesday  and  Sun¬ 
day  meetings  are  held  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
Church,  35  Bowdoin  Street,  Boston. 


Where  We  Stand 
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and  have  male  friends,  still  see  sexual  separatism  as  an 
eternal  given.  But  as  political  separatism  falls  into 
disrepute,  sexual  separatism  also  loses  its  rationale.  As 
many  lesbians  recognize  that  class,  race,  age,  etc.  may  be 
as  powerful  sources  of  oppression  as  gender  and  sexual 
orientation,  they  also  recognize  the  futility  of  separatism 
as  more  than  a  stage.  Few  people  —  and  fewer  sexual 
radicals  —  really  want  a  movement  which  forbids  us  to 
fuck  people  whose  race,  sex,  class,  physical  abilities,  age, 
looks,  etc.  aren’t  exactly  the  same  as  ours.  And  many  of 
us  —  s/m  people,  boy-lovers,  butch-femme  lesbians  as 
well  as  bisexuals  and  many  “vanilla”  homosexuals  — 
refuse  to  have  our  desires  and  sexual  practices  dictated  by 
anyone  else’s  idea  of  political  correctness. 

Many  bisexuals,  like  many  homosexuals,  have  never 
identified  with  gay  politics.  But  some  of  us,  including 
many  women  who  have  rejected  lesbian-feminism,  have 
committed  ourselves  to  gay  liberation.  We  see  gay  identity 
and  solidarity  as  crucial,  since  heterosexism  oppresses  all 
gay  people,  whether  homosexual  or  bisexual,  and  we  can 
only  struggle  successfully  against  it  as  a  self-conscious 
group.  The  ambiguous  nature  of  our  sexuality  needn’t  im¬ 
ply  any  ambiguity  in  our  politics.  By  choosing  gay  identity 
we  acknowledge  that  sexuality  dominates  our  identity  in  a 
heterosexist  world  while  recognizing  that  in  a  non- 
oppressive  society  no  one  would  care  who  we  wanted  or 
who  we  fucked  and  sexuality  would  no  longer  be  so  cen¬ 
tral  to  our  sense  of  who  we  are. 

Unfortunately,  political  movements  and  embattled 
subcultures  have  particular  difficulty  acknowledging  am¬ 
biguities  of  any  kind  and  the  current  plethora  of  “ex¬ 
lesbians”  haunts  the  political  unconscious  of  the  les- 
bian/gay  movement.  But  the  rest  of  the  gay  community 
ignores  or  ostracizes  us  at  its  peril:  embattled  as  we  all  are, 
we  need  all  the  forces  we  can  muster.  Bisexuals  often  en¬ 
counter  unusual  opportunities  to  confront  and  contradict 
homophobia  and,  if  we  have  been  encouraged  to  develop 
gay  consciousness,  we  will  act  powerfully  and  efficiently 
in  such  situations. 

But  if  it  rejects  us,  the  gay  movement  loses  more  than 
numbers  and  strategic  force.  It  also  loses  another  oppor¬ 
tunity,  similar  to  that  offered  by  other  “sexual 
minorities,”  to  re-examine  its  commitment  to  sexual 
liberation  rather  than  to  mere  interest-group  politics. 
What  would  it  mean  for  the  gay  movement  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  some  people  experience  their  sexuality  as  a  life¬ 
long  constant,  others  as  a  series  of  stages,  some  as  a  choice 
and  many  as  a  constant  flux  —  and  that  all  of  these  exper¬ 
iences  might  be  socially  constructed?  I  think  it  might 
mean  a  renewed  commitment  to  the  revolutionary  im¬ 
pulse  of  gay  liberation,  which,  believing  that  homosexual 
desire  was  a  potential  in  everyone,  celebrated  the  pro¬ 
liferation  of  erotic  possibilities  and  insisted  on  sexual 
freedom  as  the  ultimate  goal  of  our  struggle. 

What  We  Are  Doing 
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more  than  one  person  at  a  time.  We  choose  our  partners 
conscientiously  and  care  for  them  as  best  we  can.  We  are 
no  more  or  less  loyal,  compassionate  or  loving  than  the 
next  person.  We  too  experience  homophobic  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  even  violence  in  our  lives.  And  now  we  are  draw¬ 
ing  together  to  share  our  common  experiences,  appreciate 
our  differences  and  fight  for  our  rights. 

In  the  past  two  years,  bisexual  organizations  have 
sprung  up  in  New  York,  Boston,  Hartford,  Chicago, 
Iowa  City  and  Portland,  Oregon.  In  all,  at  least  20  bisex¬ 
ual  organizations  now  exist  in  cities  across  the  US  (see 
box).  Each  organization  has  its  own  focus  and  not  all  are 
made  up  solely  of  bisexuals  or  have  bisexuality  as  their 
core  focus.  Some  offer  counselling,  others  are  social  or¬ 
ganizations.  Many  fulfill  both  of  these  functions  as  well  as 
providing  support  groups,  outreach  and  events  planned  to 
educate  the  public.  All  groups,  regardless  of  their  focus, 
offer  bisexuals  a  safe,  supportive  haven. 

All  bisexual  groups  interviewed  for  this  article  strongly 
support  the  gay  community  and  seek  equality  for  all  gays, 
lesbians  and  bisexuals  in  areas  like  employment,  housing, 
medical  care  and  child  custody. 

In  September  of  1982,  I  first  joined  a  support  group  of 
bisexual  women  which  grew  out  of  a  discussion  at  a  bisex¬ 
ual  “Introductory”  meeting  at  the  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center.  Our  group  of  eight  ranged  in  age  from  23  to  36 
and  represented  a  broad  spectrum  of  lifestyles  and  back¬ 
grounds.  We  called  ourselves  the  BiVocals. 

A  brief  history  of  the  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Net¬ 
work  (BBWN)  was  published  in  our  November  1983 
newsletter.  Between  the  founding  of  the  BiVocals  and  the 
founding  of  the  BBWN,  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Center 
held  four  more  Introductories  on  bisexuality  and  three 
more  support  groups  formed.  In  May,  1983,  the  BiVocals 
threw  a  party  for  the  members  of  these  groups,  other 
bisexual  women  and  friends  which  drew  over  40  women, 
most  of  whom  signed  our  fledgling  mailing  list. 

That  June,  we  called  a  founding  meeting  of  the  BBWN 
which  was  attended  by  30  women.  We  decided  to  form  an 
organization  which  would  coordinate  support  groups, 
have  general  consciousness-raising  meetings,  sponsor 
social  functions,  educate  people  about  bisexuality  and  be 
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Looking  For  A  Job? 

Thinking  of  a  Career  Change? 

n,c 

Career  Planning  and 
Development  Counseling 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

/TV 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

l  /  /  )  Paula  Herrington 

45  Williams  Street  Orleans  Shopping  P'aza 

Wellesley  Mass  02181  E  Orleans  Mjss  02643 

Call  for  More  Info:  628-9043 

235  8500  25f -260C 

Sliding  Scale  Located  in  Somerville 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800  352-3185 

healthy  teeth  . . . 

they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


tri*an‘ta*fiMou  \,  tre-an-t9-’fe-lii\«  1:  attorney  at  law 
2:  traditional  lawyering  for  the  non-traditional  family 
3:  DIVORCE,  CONTRACTS,  WILLS,  REAL  ESTATE, 
BUSINESS  PROBLEMS,  PERSONAL  INJURY,  WORKER’S 
COMPENSATION,  MEDIATION,  NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS,  TAXES,  CRIMINAL  &  CIVIL  LITIGATION, 
syn  see  katherine  triantafillou,  14  beacon  street, 
boston,  massachusetts,  02108,  (617)  723-6327 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D 

739  BOVLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON.  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 

-  - - - - - J 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it.  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge.  J&S  has  been  Boston's  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
The  Brinks  Job 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper.  ■ Best  of  Boston . "  Fall.  1980) 

BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


- 

I 

524-3153  k 

"  J 

Our  Graduates  are  WORKING. 


Visit  with  current  students  and  working  graduates 
about  our  up-to-date,  personalized  "hands-on" 
training  program. 

Learn  about  placement  opportunities  and  how  you 
may  start  your  own  business  in  this  exciting  field 
as  a  PROFESSIONAL  ALL-BREED  GROOMER. 

Talk  with  our  Staff  about  admission  requirements, 
tuition  assistance,  and  placement  options. 


EM2E1 


pnomsorm.  school  roe. 

DOGGRCXXranG 


Harbor  Mall  (Rte.  1A),  Lynn,  MA  01901 


Call  599-6461 


Licensed  by  the  Commonwealth  ot  Massachusetts  Department  ot  Education.  NA  TIONALLY 
ACCREDITED  SCHOOL  by  the  National  Association  0/  Trade  and  Technical  Schools.  Washington.  D  C. 
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WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 


General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


ACUPUNCTURE  CAN  HELP 


headaches  •  stress*  pain  •  digestion  •  herpes  •  anxiety 
depression  •  allergy  •  skin  problems  •  weight  •  smoking 

SEAN  VARNUM,  R.Ac. 

678  Mass  Ave.  Suite  401  Cambridge 

576-2114  Insurance  321-8818 


l)r.  Jonathan  1).  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


PARTNERS 

THE  GAY  DATING  SERVICE 


A  DISCREET  AND  PER¬ 
SONALIZED  ALTERNATIVE  TO 
THE  ESTABLISHED  C.AY 
SCENE.  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  MEET 
OTHER  LIKE-MINDED  CAY 
MEN  AND  LESBIAN  SEND 
$1.00  (POST AG (;  AND  HANO 
UNO  FOR  APPLICATION  TO. 


PARTNERS,  DIV.OF  RMI 

SUITE  400,  437  BOYLSTON  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


SOCIAL  THERAPY 
A  PROGRESSIVE 
APPROACH  TO 
INTIMACY 


Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don't  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  non- 
oppressive  approach  to 
coming  out  and  buiding 
relationships  in  a 
homophobic  society. 

The  Boston  Institute 
for  Social  Therapy 
and  Research 

sliding  scale  524-7710 


FOCUS  counsel* 
ing  and  consul* 
tation  for 
women  and 
their  friends, 
inc. 

short  and  long 
term  therapy 
for  individuals, 
couples,  groups , 
families. 

Insurance  Accepted. 

Inman  Sq.,  Cam¬ 
bridge 
tel.  876*4488 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mort.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Gay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 


Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 
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a  vehicle  for  those  who  wanted  to  engage  in  political  ac¬ 
tion  as  bisexual  women.  We  agreed  that  our  first  action 
would  be  to  organize  a  bisexual  contingent  for  Boston’s 
1983  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  March. 

Since  then  we  have  drafted  by-laws,  produced  three 
newsletters  and  watched  our  mailing  list  grow  to  over  200. 
There  are  now  nine  ongoing  support  groups  in  the  Boston 
area  and  general  meetings  open  to  all  women  are  held 
every  two  months.  Discussion  topics  have  included  “com¬ 
ing  out  in  the  gay  and  straight  worlds,”  “conflicts  and 
commonalities  with  the  lesbian  community”  and  “bisex¬ 
uality  as  an  identity.”  Our  next  general  meeting  will  be 
March  21  on  the  topic  “bisexuality  and  commitment  in 
relationships.” 

A  bisexual  men’s  group  has  also  recently  formed  in 
Boston.  This  group,  which  has  met  twice,  originated  with 
an  ad  in  GCN.  There  are  presently  seven  members  with 
varied  backgrounds,  some  previously  married,  others 
gay-identified  men  involved  with  women  and  some 
straights  now  exploring  their  sexuality.  The  group  is  clos¬ 
ed  to  new  members,  but  future  open  meetings  are  planned 
and  will  be  advertised.  The  group  is  working  on  formula¬ 
ting  a  structure  and  hopes  to  develop  into  a  more  intimate 
support  group  and  friendship  network.  The  focus  of  dis¬ 
cussions  has  been  on  the  impact  of  a  bisexual  identity  on 
relationships  and  how  bisexual  lifestyles  can  be  realized. 

In  New  York  a  bisexual  women’s  network  has  recently 
gotten  started.  Last  spring  a  woman  wrote  to  the  BiVocals 
to  ask  how  we  had  formed  our  support  group.  After 
several  support  group  meetings,  they  decided  to  begin  a 
New  York  network.  In  October,  1983,  they  held  their  first 
general  meeting  with  45  women  attending.  Some  of  them 
were  former  members  of  the  now  defunct  The  Forum.  In 
December  they  held  another  general  meeting  at  the  Wild 
Cafe.  Their  plans  for  the  spring  include  a  formal  discus¬ 
sion  with  members  of  the  lesbian  community  about  what 
it  means  to  be  bisexual. 

Several  New  York  and  Boston  bisexual  women,  along 
with  others  from  throughout  New  England,  met  at  a 
spontaneously  organized  discussion  at  the  1983  New 
England  Women’s  Musical  Retreat.  In  an  environment 
where  being  a  lesbian  is  alrqost  a  prerequisite,  most  of  the 
50  women  who  met  to  talk  about  their  bisexuality  and 
their  taboo  status  found  strength  and  happiness  in  finding 
each  other. 

The  women  from  Hartford  who  organized  the  discus¬ 
sion  at  the  Musical  Retreat  had  been  meeting  regularly  for 
the  past  two  years.  One  of  the  projects  they  have  been  ac¬ 
tively  involved  in  is  an  upcoming  conference  on  bisexuali¬ 
ty  to  be  held  in  Hartford  on  March  17,  1984.  The  con¬ 
ference  will  include  workshops,  panel  discussions  and  en¬ 
tertainment.  The  format  will  be  small  group  discussions 
with  larger  group  sharing. 

Halfway  across  the  country,  at  the  1983  Michigan 
Women’s  Music  Festival,  yet  another  group  of  bisexual 
women  found  each  other.  Their  impromptu  workshop  on 
bisexuality  proved  to  be  an  affirming,  energizing  and 
thought-provoking  experience  for  about  20  women.  One 
newsletter  passed  among  these  women  subsequent  to  the 
Music  Festival  but  distance  kept  most  of  them  from  form¬ 
ing  an  ongoing  organization. 

A  few  women  from  Chicago,  however,  were  able  to 
continue  to  meet  informally  throughout  the  fall.  In 
January  they  organized  a  discussion  to  bring  bisexuality 
out  of  the  closet  in  the  feminist  and  gay  communities. 
They  plan  to  have  additional  small  group  discussions  this 
spring  as  well  as  a  party. 

There  is  one  other  bisexual  group  in  Chicago  whose 
purpose  appears  to  be  primarily  social.  Chicago  Bi-Ways 
held  its  first  meeting  in  December,  1978.  While  they  have 
been  unresponsive  to  inquiries  for  interviews,  their  news¬ 
letter  says  that  they  have  approximately  50  members,  with 
frequent  social  functions  which  run  on  a  rating  system: 
General  Public  (G);  Alcohol  OK,  No  Other  Intoxicants 
(P);  Alcohol  and  Other  Intoxicants  OK  (PG);  Nudity  and 
Discreet  Sex  OK  (R);  Sexual  Activity  Expected  and  OK 
(X).  All  functions  listed  in  the  newsletter,  however,  were 
rated  P,  G,  or  PG.  They  do  not  appear  to  have  any 
political  activities  though  they  do  support  “people  who 
have  been  oppressed  because  of  sexual  preference, 
gender,  age  or  ethnic  group.” 

Another  bisexual  group  in  the  Midwest  is  the  Bisexual 
Support  Group  (BSG)  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  which  was 
founded  a  year  ago.  This  group  finds  itself  ostracized  by 
the  gay  community,  which  views  them  with  “disbelief  or 
disinterest,”  according  to  a  spokesperson  for  the  group. 
They  sponsor  regular  rap  sessions  to  discuss  issues  sur¬ 
rounding  bisexuality  as  well  as  social  functions.  All  of 
their  activities  are  open  to  both  men  and  women. 

This  group  has  been  actively  working  for  the  recogni¬ 
tion  of  bisexual  rights,  speaking  to  groups  in  the  straight 
community  and  the  University  of  Iowa  about  bisexuality. 
The  organization  also  has  a  rap  line  which  gets  approx¬ 
imately  40  calls  a  week  from  both  the  student  population 
and  the  community  at  large. 

Since  their  membership  is  made  up  mostly  of  students, 
part  of  their  funding  comes  from  the  Student  Activities 
Committee  of  the  university.  Their  funding  has  recently 
been  threatened  by  the  Students  for  Traditional  American 
Freedom.  This  ultraconservative  group  has  tried  to  equate 
bisexuality  and  homosexuality  with  bestiality,  and  to  dis¬ 
credit  BSG  by  seeking  school  funds  for  its  own  mock 
group  called  “Bestiality  at  College.” 

Continued  on  page  1 7 
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pressed  minority.  There  are  com¬ 
pensations.  I  would  not  trade  the 
empathy  that  I  have  for  members 
of  other  minorities  for  anything  in 
the  world.  I  think  I  truly  under¬ 
stand  more  about  the  beauty,  rich¬ 
ness  and  diversity  of  God’s  crea¬ 
tion  than  most  people  and  in  that  I 
have  been  much  blessed. 

We  are  unitary  beings.  Body, 
mind,  spirit  are  truly  one!  So  the 
joy  I  felt  in  my  personal  life  spilled 
over  into  my  teaching  and  re¬ 
search.  This  was  especially  so  for 
my  teaching  and  research  on  mul¬ 
tinational  corporations.  At  Phila¬ 
delphia,  1  chaired  one  session  on 
the  topic  and  gave  a  paper  in 
another.  1  had  more  fun  than  ever 
in  the  “Man  and  Environment” 
course  and  the  “Location  Theory 
Seminar.”  Of  course,  I  served  on 
various  committees  (how  can  one 
avoid  it?)  such  as  President 
Winkler’s  Honors  Committee  and 
various  departmental  groups.  I 
much  enjoyed  my  last  year  on  the 
AAG  Council  because  1  helped  to 
shape  new  directions  for  the  pro¬ 
fession  as  well  as  myself.  If  the 
AAG  follows  its  own  by-laws,  it 
will  not  discriminate  against 
anyone. 

1  hope  everyone  reading  this  has 
at  least  one  year  in  life  which  is  as 
rewarding  as  the  last  year  has  been 
for  me.  Praise  the  Lord. 

•  •  • 

Departmental  reaction  varied. 
Some  members  were  supportive, 
on  either  social  or  “free  speech” 
grounds.  Predictably,  some  avoid¬ 
ed  “getting  involved.”  Courage  is 
not  a  requirement  for  the  PhD.  A 
vocal  minority  said  it  was  “too 
personal.”  One  arrograntly  claim¬ 
ed  he  wanted  “to  protect”  my 
family.  After  a  yar  of  mutual 
anguish,  Doris  and  I  had  agreed  to 
separate,  though  none  knew  that. 
The  wounds  of  separation  were 
fresh  and  deep;  24  years  of  sharing 
and  caring  builds  bonds.  Slyly, 
one  man  suggested  “saving 
money”  by  discontinuing  the 
newsletter.  My  statement  was  call¬ 
ed  a  “diatribe”  and  my  coming 
out  “selfish”  and  “despicable.” 
One  carefully  avoided  reading  my 
statement,  so  none  could  say  he 
“censored.”  Instead,  his  objec¬ 
tions  were  based  on  “things  he 
heard  in  the  halls.”  This,  in  an 
alleged  “center  of  higher 
learning”  where  “objectivity” 
supposedly  reigns  supreme.  I  put  a 
copy  in  his  mailbox.  It  was  return¬ 
ed  with  a  minor  grammatical  cor¬ 
rection  and  a  note  claiming  future 
neutrality. 

Subsequently,  the  department 
head  said  my  statement  would  be 
published  on  constitutional 
grounds.  Of  course  the  university 
policy  on  non-discrimination  (in¬ 
cluding  sexual  orientation)  was 
more  potent.  Later,  according  to  a 
close  friend,  opposition  con¬ 
tinued,  but  at  an  “unofficial” 
level.  Supposedly,  my  statement 
was  not  “geographic”  enough  (as 
if  everything  in  the  newsletter 
were!)  I  assumed  all  was  well, 
though  I  contacted  Affirmative 
Action,  unofficially,  just  in  case. 

Weeks  went  by.  Eventually,  the 
editor  opined  all  manuscript  copy 
had  been  missplaced  inadvertent¬ 
ly.  This  was  entirely  credible;  he  is 
often  “absent-minded.”  More 
weeks  passed.  Slowly,  1  realized 
the  newsletter  had  died  without  a 
formal  burial.  But  faced  with  such 
vagueness,  what  could  I  do?  To¬ 
day  I  hear  it  said  discontinuation 
was  “for  reasons  of  economy.” 
The  cost?  Destruction  of  our  link 
to  former  students  and  hence  new 
students.  A  veteran  of  the 
“academic  wars,”  I  kept  careful 
notes  which  enabled  me  to  write 
this. 

It  is  nearly  five  years  since  1 
wrote  the  statement.  I  reached  the 
students  I  knew  best  in  other  ways. 
I  feel  closer  to  some  than  ever. 
Others  have  gone  their  way. 
Would  publication  have  changed 
much?  I  will  never  know. 

I  have  gone  on  to  new  things: 
studying  “gay  ghettoes”  (which 
Continued  on  page  1 7 
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In  Hawaii,  two  groups,  Both  Sides  Now  in  Maui  and 
the  Sexual  Identity  Center  in  Honolulu,  include  bisexuals 
in  their  charter  along  with  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Both 
groups  pointed  out  that  because  Hawaii  is  a  large  melting 
pot,  differences  were  readily  accepted  and  bisexuals  faced 
no  oppressive  attitudes  from  lesbians  or  gay  men  (al¬ 
though  one  bisexual  who  recently  moved  from  Hawaii  to 
Boston  did  report  subtle  discrimination  and  intolerance  of 
the  bisexual  lifestyle.) 

Spokespersons  for  neither  group  interviewed  knew  of  a 
single  bisexual  who  was  out  in  their  communities  at  pre¬ 
sent. 

As  for  their  activities.  Both  Sides  Now  is  involved  in 
educational  and  social  programs.  The  Sexual  Identity 
Center  is  mainly  a  counselling  center. 

In  Portland,  Oregon,  a  bisexual  women’s  group  called 
Heroines  United  for  Growth  of  Self  (HUGS)  has  been 
meeting  for  almost  two  years.  The  group  writes  that  they 
formed  “for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  social  outlet  for  bi 
women  in  the  Portland  area.  We  have  since  expanded  to 
include  rap  sessions,  book  reviews  and  other  activities. 
We  are  also  trying  to  reach  out  to  similar  groups  to 
hopefully  form  a  network.  We  have  found  that  our  group 
provided  an  invaluable  support  system  for  bi  women  here, 
where  there  had  never  been  one  before.” 

One  of  the  oldest  bisexual  organizations  in  the  US,  now 
moving  into  its  seventh  year,  is  the  Bisexual  Center  in  San 
Francisco.  Originally,  a  group  of  22  people  conceived  the 
idea  of  a  bisexual  community  center  in  order  to  provide  a 
safe,  supportive  haven  for  people  to  celebrate  being  bisex¬ 
ual.  They  were  committed  to  building  an  organization 
which  served  as  more  than  a  social  center.  Now  located  in 
the  Center’s  own  building  are  numerous  workshops,  lec¬ 
tures,  seminars,  social  events  and  rap  groups  dealing 
directly  or  indirectly  with  bisexuality. 

The  Center  receives  an  average  of  40  hours  of  calls  a  week 
from  all  over  the  US.  Often  these  calls  require  crisis  in¬ 
tervention:  counselling,  giving  support,  information  and 
referrals  to  callers  who  are  confused,  desperate,  isolated 
and  sure  they  are  the  only  ones  in  the  world  who  feel  the 
way  they  do.  In  addition  to  these  services,  the  Center  pro¬ 
vides  the  bisexual  community  with  a  newsletter  containing 
numerous  articles  and  news  items. 

The  Center  has  met  its  commitment  to  serve  the  bisex¬ 
ual  community  as  well  as  educating  the  public.  They  have 
given  four  or  five  talks  a  month  at  various  colleges, 
hospitals,  churches  and  community  groups  throughout 
the  Bay  Area  and  over  the  past  seven  years  their  members 
have  appeared  on  a  number  of  local  and  national  radio 
and  TV  talk  shows.  Largely  due  to  their  efforts,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  State,  City  College,  San  Francisco  General  Hospital, 
the  National  Sex  Forum,  UCSF  Medical  Center  and  Plan¬ 
ned  Parenthood  of  Alameda  County/San  Francisco  all 
have  a  presentation  and  a  section  devoted  to  bisexuality  in 
their  human  sexuality  courses.  Two  of  their  members,  in 
conjunction  with  the  National  Sex  Forum,  have  designed 
into  the  orientation  program  of  the  San  Francisco  City 
public  health  workers  a  discussion  of  bisexual  lifestyles, 
concerns  and  issues. 

In  addition,  the  Center  is  highly  committed  to  “keeping 
our  community  politically  aware  and  conscious  and  in 
close  alignment  with  our  lesbian  sisters  and  gay 
brothers.” 

A  sister  organization  to  the  Bisexual  Center  is  BiPol,  an 
independent  political  committee  supporting  bisexual  iden- 
ity  and  rights  within  the  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  com¬ 
munities. 

“The  gay  community  oppresses  bisexuals  in  the  same 
way  as  the  straight  world.  The  biphobia  is  just  another 
form  of  bigotry,”  said  Alan  Rockway  of  BiPol.  “We  are 
challenging  both  the  gay  community  and  the  straight 
world  in  working  for  our  rights.” 

BiPol  recently  became  affiliated  with  the  Coalition  for 
Human  Rights. 

One  of  their  immediate  goals  is  getting  the  name  of  the 
annual  parade  changed  to  “Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual  Pride 
March.”  They  are  presently  preparing  a  formal  letter  but 
there  has  already  been  heated  discussion  in  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  gay  press.  They  are  also  working  to  get  bisexual 
speakers  included  at  the  rally. 

BiPol  marched  for  the  first  time  last  year.  Next  year 
they  will  have  a  booth  in  addition  to  a  contingent  in  the 
march. 

Last  May,  BiPol  sponsored  a  conference  on  “Bisexuali¬ 
ty  and  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community.”  This  year  they 
will  sponsor  another  conference  looking  back  over  the 
past  year  stressing  the  unity  between  bisexuals  and  gays. 

•  Finally,  they  are  organizing  a  rally  in  front  of  the 
Moscone  center  for  the  day  before  the  Democratic  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  in  order  to  bring  attention  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  including  bisexuals  in  the  wording  of  the 
federal  non-discrimination  legislation  the  Democratic 
Party  is  expected  to  endorse.  They  are  working  with  two 
groups  from  Florida  on  this  rally,  the  Oral  Majority  and 
the  Eleanor  Roosevelt  Appeal  for  Full  Equality.  They 
would  like  any  organization  which  supports  bisexuality  to 
join  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  relate  an  incident  that  oc¬ 
curred  last  summer  at  the  New  England  Women’s  Music 
Retreat.  In  the  Final  match  of  the  so-called  “Lesbian 
Family  Feud,”  the  game  show  host,  feminist  comedian 
Kate  Clinton  asked  the  question:  “What  are  the  five  hot¬ 
test  topics  in  the  lesbian  community  this  year?”  Around 
me  I  heard  several  calls  of  “Bisexuality!”  One  woman 
buoyantly  responded  to  their  calls,  “Not  this  year,  but 
next!” 
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Casselberry 

Continued  from  page  14 
Casselberry  sang  a  lovely  first- 
person  tune  that  invoked  an  image 
of  a  lover  out  of  synch  with  her 
place  in  a  relationship  but  unable 
to  move  or  change  it.  “1  feel  like 
sugar  on  the  floor/  Looking  at  you 
now/  1  know'  you  only  want  to  find 
me/  1  want  to  leave  the  past  behind 
me.” 

DuPree  came  back  up  to  the 
mike  and  told  the  audience  that 
she  and  Casselberry  were  touring 
together  for  a  year.  Playfully, 
DuPree  said,  “Three  months  on 
the  road  and  1  still  love  you,  J.” 
When  DuPree  dedicated  the 
Jackson  Brown  tune  “Take  It  to 
the  Limit”  to  Casselberry,  she 
electrified  an  otherwise  overwork¬ 
ed  pop  song  with  her  obvious  ap¬ 
preciation  for  her  lover  and  part¬ 
ner.  Casselberry  reciprocated  and 
both  received  a  big  hand  from  the 
crowd.  “Y’all  just  work  us, 
honey.  You  make  us  go  all  the 
way,”  one  of  them  told  the  au¬ 
dience  when  the  applause  subsided. 

In  a  talk  break,  they  rapped 
about  a  new  local  group  called 
Women  of  Color  Organizing  for 
Action,  which,  according  to  its 
statement  of  purpose,  recognizes 
“all  women  of  color  as  our  sisters 
and  [realizes]  our  strengths  in  our 
common  experiences.  We  are 
celebrating  our  affirmation  and 
unity  as  women  of  color  through 
discussion,  political  action,  social 
activities  and  other  cultural 
events.”  Their  next  number  was 
dedicated  to  the  group. 

There  followed  an  upbeat  rendi¬ 
tion  of  “Your  Children,”  Sweet 
Honey  in  the  Rock’s  arrangement 
of  the  words  of  Kahlil  Gibran. 
Since  this  is  another  personal 
favorite  of  mine,  Casselberry  and 
Dupree  could  hardly  have  taken  a 
wrong  turn  as  far  as  1  was  con¬ 
cerned.  But  they  did  more  than 
stay  on  track  with  the  song,  they 
ran  away  with  it. 

In  the  introduction  to  the  last 
number,  “Could  You  Be  Loved,” 
DuPree  called  it  a  “number  that 
speaks  to  our  self-esteem.” 
Acknowledging  self-awareness 
and  making  room  for  personal 
change,  DuPree  said,  “If  you 
don’t  have  it  together  right  now, 
you’re  at  least  thinking  of  getting 
it  together.” 

For  the  next  nine  months,  music 
producers  in  small  cities  can  solve 
the  vexing  problems  I  faced  as  a 
producer  in  St.  Louis:  they  can 
book  Casselberry  and  DuPree. 
These  two  women  pack  so  much 
sound  into  a  vocal  duo  accom¬ 
panied  by  simple  acoustic  guitar 
arrangements  it’s  difficult  not  to 
hear  the  rest  of  the  band  in  one’s 
head.  In  addition,  they  put  out 
overt  and  strong  politics,  not 
always  politics  1  agree  with,  but  at 
least  something  to  think  about. 
They  are  not  vague  progressives  or 
milquetoast  liberals.  Casselberry, 
in  particular,  has  a  lot  to  say 
about  relieving  the  burdens  of 
racism,  sexism  and  economic  op¬ 
pression  and  about  conducting 
our  lives  in  responsible  ways. 

Academe 

Continued  from  page  16 
ought  to  be  “geographic”  enough 
for  everyone,  but  somehow  are 
not),  teaching  a  course  on  les- 
bian/gay  subcultures  and  becom¬ 
ing  a  Radical  Faerie.  I  have  read 
enough  of  Roland  Barthes  to  un¬ 
derstand  my  newsletter  experience 
could  have  been  predicted  for  such 
a  bourgeois  department.  Most 
were  not  able  to  imagine  “the 
Other.”  Most  middle-class  white 
heterosexual  males  (and  too  many 
gays)  simply  do  not  perceive  the 
world  as  a  many-faceted  spectrum 
of  human  variability.  Simplistic 
“fundamentalists”  are  hardly  our 
greatest  external  problem.  The  real 
bastions  of  bigotry  flourish 
elsewhere,  disguised  by  “liberal” 
and  “objective”  pretensions.  I  try 
not  to  let  what  James  Baldwin  calls 
“the  brutality  of  their  innocence” 
bother  me  as  much  as  it  did  in 
1979.  Certainly,  it  does  not  stop 
me  from  expressing  myself,  nor 
working  for  social  justice. 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 
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Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 
Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 


1  stress  anxiety  reduction 
’  relief  from  depression 


1  individual  psychotherapy 
couples  counseling 


739  Boylston  St.  Suite  516 
Boston.  MA  02116 
353-0555 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 


Nobody  Ever  Taught  You 

how  to  build  a  circle  of  friends  in  a  new  city. . . 
how  to  distinguish  between  friendship,  sex,  and 
romance . . .  how  to  create  or  join  a  gay  family . . . 
which  part  of  'The  Community'  is  for  you. 

Help  is  available. 

MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway  ~  ' 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 

offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Depression 

Serving  the  community  since  1976. 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in  detail, 
and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward  specific 
goals. 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  sociai  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluatlon-Relerral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 
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behavior 

QSSOCIOtCd 


45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


BGay  &  Lesbian  C i 
gg  Services 


Counseling 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 
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•  INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 

•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY  p  g  . 

*  °  COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240  _ 

_ mealtij 


LAMBDA  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

Individual  or  Couple  Counseling  for: 


•  depression 
•  sexuality 


617-353-1729 


relationships 

•  REASONABLE  RATES 

•  CONVENIENT  HOURS 

324  Marlborough  St. 
Boston,  MA  02116 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Today's  the  day.  the  day  of  hearts 
and  mine  is  yours  in  all  its  parts. 

And  flowers,  candy.  Cupid's  darts 
are  not  what  most  this  day  imparts. 
But  love,  ah  love  my  whole  soul  starts 
at  thy  sweet  name,  and  all  the  Arts 
combining  make  a  music  of  thy  face 
and  I  am  stunned  to  silence,  lacking 
Grace. 

All  my  love.  Porcupine. 


SATYA  LITTLEBEAR 

When  your  Chanukah  greetings  came.  I 
put  them,  that  is  the  unopened  envel¬ 
ope,  carefully  into  my  mishmash  of  a 
bag  (god  forbid  a  briefcase)  and  it  lan¬ 
guished  there  until  this  past  week, 
when,  much  chagrined,  I  found  it  again, 
opened  it,  ooed  and  aahed  and  felt  guil¬ 
ty.  what  else?  So,  thank  you  a  million 
times,  my  friend.  Please  forgive.  We 
must  visit.  Could  you  deal  with  my 
dreadful  house?  I  never  get  it  cleaned 
or  organized,  but  it  has  space  for  crash¬ 
ing,  in  fact,  most  of  the  time,  something 
is  crashing,  literally.  And,  of  course,  if  I 
have  the  space,  you  have  the  place  (re: 
ad).  Sorry  about  your  neighbors.  That’s 
not  the  kind  of  tzuras  I  have.  Love  you. 


Lesbian,  37.  Let  us  coin  the  adjectives/ 
form  impressions  as  we  talk,  listen, 
observe;  walk,  laugh,  share... 
together.  Perhaps  the  images  we  build 
will  please  and  prevail.  Write!  GCN  Box 
778. _ (31) 

LESBIAN  EVENT/OASIS  AWARDS 
Joan  Biren  "Eye  to  Eye  Portraits  of  Les¬ 
bians”  Susan  Fleischmann  Ellen  Shub 
L.H.A.  are  the  winners  Kate  Rushin  is 
the  MC  Music!  Dance!  Slides!  More!!! 
Celebrate  dykes  who  document  our 
lives!  March  24.  Tickets  Newwords  bk- 
store,  186  Hampshire  St,  Camb.  $8.50. 
_ (135) 

M  will  share  sm  farm  w /  bus  minded  ex 
con  or  dis  Viet  Vet  like  animals  seclud¬ 
ed  area  for  more  info  call  (617)  347-3866 
in  PM.  No  hard  drugs. _ (32) 

'52  Lezzie  w /  minor  dents  but  solid 
frame,  rebuilt  head,  smoke-free  ex¬ 
haust.  Quick,  agile  on  expressways, 
handles  well  on  backcountry  trails,  but 
tends  to  overheat  in  city  traffic.  Sks  sim 
model  for  drag  races  or  quiet  idling  in 
Boston  area.  No  funnycars  need  apply. 
GCN  Box  779. _ (32) 

Warm,  friendly,  prof,  Jewish  LF  30  who 
enjoys  politics,  movies,  the  ocean,  din¬ 
ing  out.  Would  like  to  meet  a  woman  for 
friendship/romance  who’s  intelligent, 
independent,  sincere,  caring  and  fun. 
GCN  Box  780.  (32) 


GWM  5’10"  155  lean  smooth  muse  body 
but  balding  &  50  Ivy  L  grad  into  dh  ski 
bike  swim  exercise  natre  stdy  jazz  nw 
avantgrde  mus  dance  art  film  Libpol  No 
intrst  in  opera  ballet  finewine  or  chic 
sks  reasnably  simlr  mind-body  GWM  E. 
Mass  Rl  For  intense  monog  rel  Box  412 
Westport  M A  02790.  (31) 

MONOGAMOUS  RELATIONSHIP 
Only!  Camping,  fishing,  photography. 
Honesty  is  a  must!  I'm  5'1 ",  100  lbs.  27, 
white!!  Not  into  drugs,  roles,  or  head 
games!  Sincere  women' only!  Write  & 
send  me  your  no.  or  add!  Will  answer 
all!  Can  Travel!  Deb,  PO  Box  3326,  Bur- 
lington,  VT 05401  -8926. _ (31) 

CHRONIC  HEPATITIS  B  CARRIERS 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  is  in 
the  process  of  starting  an  educational/ 
support  group  for  individuals  with 
chronic  Hepatitis  B.  For  details  please 
contact  Jerry  Feuer  at  267-7573  or  write 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115. _ (c) 

GM  —  sexually  hot  and  active  but  AIDS 
safe/aware.  Into  fantasy,  mutual  JO 
and  stimulation.  723-2725. _ (33) 

If  your  lifestyle  is  gay  and  you’re  fed  up 
with  the  lack  of  opportunities  that  our 
social  environment  offers  to  meet  com¬ 
patible  people,  then  we  invite  you  to 
call  us  today  to  find  out  how  you  could 
be  enjoying  a  better  social  life  tomor¬ 
row.  "BUDDIES”  a  personalized  intro¬ 
duction  service  (603)  880-7625. _ (32) 

It’s  time  to  start  living  the  life  I  thought 
had  ended  with  the  loss  of  my  lover.  GF 
30’s  looking  for  ?— will  know  when  I 
find  it.  Let’s  look  together.  GCN  Box 
772. _ (31) 

ELENA 

READER  AND  ADVISOR 
Can  advise  or  help  you  on  all  your  prob¬ 
lems  in  life,  big  or  small.  Tarot  card  & 
Palm  Readings.  All  readings  private  by 
appt  only,  395-8892. _ (32) 

NORTH  OF  BOSTON  SUBURBS 
Older  prof  LF  sks  new  friend  pref  in  car¬ 
ing/creative  fields  for  quiet  country 
talk,  fun,  music,  books.  No  bars,  drugs, 
roles.  Must  be  mature,  honest,  gentle, 
supportive,  wise.  GCN  Box  781.  (33) 

 TEENAGE  BOYS 

True  stories  about  teenage  boys  and 
their  first  sexual  experiences.  Send  for 
free  sample  to:  Alexanderson,  36  N. 
Euclid,  Suite  E198,  National  City,  CA 
92050.  State  age  over  21. _ (32) 

TUFTS  TGC  ALUMNI,  FRIENDS 
Grand  Reunion  is  being  planned  for  late 
May,  early  June  '84  in  P  Town.  Write  for 
more  information.  Write  to  GCN  Box 
776.  Write  Soon! _ (33) 


BiWF.  25.  sensitive,  warm,  caring,  dis¬ 
creet.  educated,  attractive,  feminine,  w/ 
good  sense  of  humor.  Enjoys  photog¬ 
raphy,  music,  writing,  partying  &  back¬ 
gammon.  Lking  for  GF  or  BiF  20-30  for 
friendship  &  possibly  more.  Box  639. 
Brookline,  MA  02146.  Will  answer  all. 

ATTENTION  PAST  BOX  HOLDERS 

There  is  unclaimed  mail  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pick-up  boxes.  Please  either  come 
in  to  claim  it,  or  send  $2.50  and  request 
that  it  be  mailed  to  you.  If  you  come  in¬ 
to  fhe  office,  you  must  give  us  positive 
identification  so  that  we  know  we  are 
giving  the  mail  to  its  proper  recipient. 
Thank  you. 

660,  667,  669.  674,  677,  684,  700,  701, 

704,  706,  707.  708.  713,  714.  716.  717, 

720,  723,  729,  731,  735,  738,  739.  745, 

752.  753;  762.  763. _ 


ATHLTIC  LESBN  LOOKNG  4  U? 
GWF  25  mature,  sincere,  educ— new  to 
MA  looking  4  that  special  woman  for 
frndship,  sharng,  etc.  Must  hav  sense 
of  humr— abilty  to  laugh  at  life's  ups  & 
downs,  (especially  njoy  t-he  co  of  older 
women  35-45  +  )  Let’s  get  together,  we 
may  hav  mor  n  common  than  U  think. 
Write  PO  Box  431  Fitchbrg,  MA  01420. 

(32) 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out¬ 
side  box);  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111,  Atten¬ 
tion  Classifieds  Box  , _ . 


GCN  SPECIALS 

Fight  the  Right! 

Some  of  you  may  receive  or  run  across 
junk  mail  from  New  Right  or  religious 
right  organizations.  Two  GCN  writers 
are  trying  to  compile  and  analyze  this 
material,  especially  material  about 
AIDS.  So,  don’t  throw  it  away!  What  is 
junk  to  you  is  valuable  primary  source 
material  for  us.  Don’t  assume  we  have 
any  particular  thing.  And  watch  for  an 
article  in  GCN  in  early  April  on  what  the 
homophobes  are  saying  about  AIDS. 
Send  material  to:  Cindy  Patton,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 


If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you’ve  read  and  don’t  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  for  “crimes  of 
love”  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469 


NEWS  BLUES 

Our  news  department  records  about  2-4 
stories  per  week  over  the  phone  and 
then  has  to  transcribe  them  before  edit¬ 
ing,  etc.  This  would  be  much  easier 
with  a  Panasonic  RQ-323S  cassette 
tape  recorder  (for  which  we  already 
have  a  foot  pedal  and  earphones).  Any¬ 
body  got  any  connections  or  know 
where  we  can  get  one  cheap?  Call  Mike 
at  426-4469.  Thanks! 


PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 

GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  fun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  Hurry. 


GCN’s  office  manager  would  love  to 
have  some  strong  dyke  or  sweet  faggot 
(or  vice  versa,  or  however)  to  help  put 
some  order  (not  too  much!)  in  our 
storage  'closet':  assembling  some 
metal  shelving  we  have  and  putting  the 
GCN  and  other  'archives'  in  shape.  Any 
afternoons  Mon  thru  Fri  your  labor/play 
will  be  appreciated.  If  interested  call 
Mike  at  426-4469. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  TEENAGE  BOYS  CLUB 
If  U  R  lonely  &  want  to  meet  boys  your 
age,  join  us.  Wkly  meetings,  make 
friends,  dates  &  talk.  Future  plans:  rock 
concerts,  sports,  ski,  beach  &  camp 
trips,  parties.  Help  finding  job  place  to 
live.  Lng  letter  w /  photo  &  phone  to  Box 
3072  Saxonville  Sta,  Framingham  MA 
01701. _ (42) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018.  (48) 

PHILOSOPHY  GROUP 
Study  Seth,  Cayce,  2150,  other.  Infor¬ 
mal,  supportive  atmosphere  in  my 
home.  Call  647-1193  after,  7  PM  or  leave 
message  on  machine. _ (30) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  pptluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb;  MA  02238. 

WALTHAM  SOCIAL  GROUP 
Get  to  know  your  neighbors.  Group  is 
informal,  enjoyable.  For  information 
call  647-1193  after  7  pm  or  leave  #  on 
answer  machine. _ (29) 


LESBIAN  NETWORKING 
NEWSLETTER 

TELEWOMAN.  Box  2306.  Pleasant  Hill, 
CA  94523  is  a  national  lesbian  newslet¬ 
ter.  Network  resources,  lesbian  fiction, 
poetry,  art,  photography,  book  reviews, 
profiles,  women's  spirituality,  exquisite 
graphics,  links  between  country  &  city 
lesbians.  $1  sample  issue,  $12  sub.  (32) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism.  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson. 
J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester,  Ed.D. _ (s) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed.  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

GAY  MEN’S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538.  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  please! _ (30) 


ATTENTION  ORGANIZERS! 

If  you  belong  to,  or  want  to  form,  a 
non-profit  lesbian/gay  organization 
anywhere  in  the  world,  and  you 
think  it  deserves  the  exposure  a 
GCN  Classified  ad  can  give  it,  we 
offer  special  rates  just  for  you.  A 
year  (50  deathless  issues)  for  a 
mere  $100.  If  a  year  costs  more  than 
you  want  to  spend  right  now,  you 
may  pay  in  quarterly  installments  of 
$30,  $30,  $30  and  $10.  This  is  for  an 
ad  with  one  headline  and  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  8  lines  of  copy.  Such  an  ad 
at  present  would  cost  $6.50  per 
insertion,  so  this  is  really  a  super 
bargain.  Now,  rush  right  out  and 
catch  yourself  a  Classified!  You’ll 
be  glad  you  did.  Just  cut  this 
coupon  out  and  send  it  along  with 
your  ad  and  payment,  to  receive  the 
best  deal  in  town. 


ROOMMATES _ 

LF  30  with  2  cats  sk  LF  25  +  to  share  2 
bdrm  apt  in  JP.  $175  +  utils.  Available 
now.  No  more  pets  please.  Lve 
message  522-8068.  (31) 


2. 


3. 


4. 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•  Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•  NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non- 
bustness  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•  PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  _ 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT. 

ZIP 


PHONE  C 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

• The  forwarding  ol  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
ol  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  ot 
its  text  or  illustrations: 

‘No  ads  wilt  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  ol  GCN 's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad,  provided  that  GCN  is  notilied  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  of  the 
orjginal  publication  of  the  ad. 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs  8 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•  Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 
•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

_ ,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Head 

Lines 


Section  3 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

x  2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

x  .75 

zz 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines) 

x  .25 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or 

part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

= 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

= 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

- 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

= 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

- 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

= 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00 

= 

□  Tearshts:  #wks 

xl.00 

= 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks_ 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED  . . . 


_x1.  = 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal. 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

GM  (27)  w/dog  sk  2nd  to  share  furnish¬ 
ed  newly  renovated  top  floor  2  br  apt  in 
South  End.  Your  rm  furnished  or  not  300 
+  util  &  sec.  Avail  now  536-8510.  Al  — 
days  best. _ (31) 

NEWTON  HIGHLANDS 
LF  w/child  sks  L  prof  2  shr  2'/?  bdrm  apt 
nr  T  n  lake  inc  pkng.  yrd,  nr  Rt  9.  250/mo 
+  utils.  527-6402  eves  or  492-6693  avail 
immediately. _ (31) 

Friendly  L  sks  rmmt  for  2  bdrm  3rd  ft 
apt  in  Somerville  $200/mo  heated.  Sk 
resp  &  compat.  indep  shop,  split  chrs. 
Not  too  noisy,  resp  for  nature. 
humorous.  Heidi  623-1304,  av3/1  (32) 

LF  sks  friendly,  independent,  clean  LF 
for  2  bdrm  Cambridge  apt.  Avail  now. 
$  162.50/mo  +  util.  354-5910  until  9PM. 
No  pets,  cigs. _ (31) 

Male  needs  apt  to  share  by  Mar  1.  Back 
Bay  or  S  End.  Interest:  weights,  com¬ 
puters,  photog.  Call  Paul  9-9.  536-2213 
ASAP _ (31) 

LF  29  prof  artist,  seeks  friendly,  resp  LF 
rmte  to  share  large,  sunny  6  rm  Arl¬ 
ington  Hghts  apt.  Wood  firs,  mdrn  kit¬ 
chen,  great  view,  quiet  st.  20  min 
busride  to  Harvard  Sq,  5  min  dr  to  Rte  2. 
Love  of  music  &  sense  of  humor  a  must. 
$250  +  utils.  Avail  immediately 

648-4936. _ (32) 

LF  prof  sks  rmte  for  apt  in  Malden  nr  T. 
5  Vi  rms.  Small  dog.  Quiet  home  with 
low  cost.  $l30/mo  +  util.  3/1.  Call 
324-6956.  Ask  for  Sharon. _ (32) 

CAMBRIDGE 

L31  sks  rmte  for  nice  sunny  2  bdr  apt  in 
Cambridgeport-Riverside  area  gd  loc 
safe  nbhd  nr  T  &  pike.  No  smkrs  or  pets 
$233  +  low  util.  I  am  quiet,  indep,  semi¬ 
veggie  &  woman  of  color.  Lkng  for  in¬ 
dep,  responsible  lesbian.  Call  492-2838 
anytime  to  Ive  msg,  late  or  early  to  talk. 

.  _ _ (32) 

LF  28  sks  LF  25  +  to  share  sunny  West 
Somerville  apt.  Independent,  political 
w /  sense  of  humor.  $200/mo  inc  heat. 
Temp  arr  poss.  628-4530. _ (32) 

LEXINGTON  GWM 

GWM  30  lkng  for  prof  GWM,  str  app. 
resp  to  shr  6  rm  hse  in  quiet  nbhd,  w/d, 
sunny,  great  kitchen,  conv  to  rt  2  &  128. 
Smokers  OK  250/mo  +  util  861-9593/32) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Space  in  sunny,  large,  attract  house  nr 
Arb.  3  quiet  LFs  sk  4th  (employed,  plz) 
who  likes  cats,  not  cigs.  T  access 
Green  &  Orange.  $150/mo  +  utils  & 
sec.  524-7880. _ (32) 

Camb:  2  GFs  sk  resp  indep  GF  to  shre 
sgl  fam  hse  nr  Fr  Pond.  Space  avail  2 
rms  &  bath  on  3rd  fl.  Share  kit.  $1 75/mo 
+  util.  547-8202.  avail  3/1.  (32) 


2  LFs  sk  3rd  for  3  bd  apt  near  Inman  Sq. 
If  you  are  resp  &  easy-going  pis  call 
(617)  492-4029  Claudia  or  Koreen  $180/ 
mo  + .  No  pets  or  cigs. _ (31) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  25+  quiet,  neat,  semi-veg. 

health-consc  2  rms  avail  in  house.  Oak 
Sq  Bri.  Safe  res  nbhd.  No  smoke,  pets. 
$  165/mo  +  .783-0204. _ (32) 

3  GM  sk  4th  to  share  4  bdrm  apt  in 

South  End.  Must  be  eager  to  be  suppor¬ 
tive  and  "into"  creating  a  home  like 
atmosphere-  Avail  Feb  15.  If  interested, 
please  call  262-4988.  Ask  for  Rick,  Jim 
or  Jeff  between  8  and  11  PM. _ (31) 

BRIGHTON  CENTER 
3  LF  sk  1  LF  25  +  cozy  apt  nr  T,  St  Eliz. 
Neat  respon.  No  pets.  Avail  Feb  16.  200/ 

mo  +  util.  254-8312. _ (31) 

LF  30  sks  F  rmte  for  temporary  sit.  now 
thru  May-June  (negotiable)  in  Somer¬ 
ville.  I'm  clean  quiet  considerate  have 
cat.  No  other  pets.  No  cigs.  $200/mo  + 
util.  628-1262. _ (32) 

Blk  lesbian  seeks  space  in  ones  apt  or 
home  in  Som/Dor— enjoys  music,  sports 
&  privacy.  Will  share  util,  food  &  chores. 
Pis  call  days  623-8434. _ (30) 

GM  27  sks  other  GM  20-30  to  share  2 
bdrm  apt  in  Salem  gd  area,  must  be  reli¬ 
able  neat.  Train/bus  1-2  mi  write  Mark 

PO  Box  689  Salem  01970  (30) 

LF  31  sks  rmte  for  beaut  5  rm  apt  on 
Green  Line  in  JP.  Children  welcome. 
Drug  &  alcohol-free  house.  Wd  consider 
temp  rmte.  Julie  491-5020. _ (30) 

LF  20,  lkng  to  share  house/apt  in  great¬ 
er  Boston  area  w /  other  LF(s).  Veg, 
smoker.  No  pets,  can’t  live  w /  any. 
Please  call  Christina  566-5310.  (30) 

YOUR  NEW  HOME ! ! ! 

Join  3  LFs  skg  1  more  to  share  beauti¬ 
ful  JP  apt,  progressive  politics,  w/d, 
spirit,  humor,  food.  Nr  Arb,  Pond,  T.  No 
smkg  pets.  $168+  avail  now!  524-6209. 

(31) 


2  LF  sk  1  LF  for  large  2  fl  apt  in  hse  in  E 
Arlington.  Nr  trans,  big  rms,  frnt  &  back 
prch,  lots  of  sun  &  trees.  $200  +  util. 
Avail  2/15  or  3/1. 643-6104  Beth  or  Janet. 

(26) 


MOVERS 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _ (10) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


o 

$7-$1 5/hr. - 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

oc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

§ 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

nr 

236-1848 

MISCELLANEOUS 

BEREAVED  LESBIANS 

Lesbian  psychotherapist  writing  doc¬ 
toral  dissertation  would  like  to  inter¬ 
view  lesbians  who  have  ever  lost  a  lover 
through  death.  Your  story  is  important. 
Strictly  confidential  2  hr  interview.  Will 
travel  in  Northeast.  Linda  Jones.  4  Eus- 
ton  St,  Brookline,  MA  02146,  (617) 
735-9662.  _ (33) 


NON-SEXIST 
PASSOVER  HAGADAH 

Yet  Traditional 
For  the  Whole  Family 
In  Hebrew,  English  and 
Transliteration 

$4  or  Send  SASE  for  Brochure 

HAGADAH  — Dept  S,  POB  3094 
_ Oakland,  CA  94609 _ 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

WORKING  WOMEN 

9  to  5,  Boston’s  working  women's 
organization,  is  now  hiring  individuals 
to  do  community  outreach,  fundraising 
&  to  move  people  to  action  on  issues 
that  affect  women  in  the  workplace. 
Hrs.  1:30-9:30.  Training  &  benefits  in¬ 
cluded.  Call  423-3254  btwn  9AM-1PM. 

_ (33) 


TYPESETTER 

Freelance  with  potential  for  hiring.  20 
hours/wk  in  small,  growing  shop  near 
MIT.  CG  editwriter  experience.  Call 
Mark,  661-6978. _ (31) 

Maintenance  man  to  paint  and  do 
minor  repairs  on  bldgs  in  Back  Bay.  Sal- 
ary  and  future  apt  GCN  Be x  782.  (32) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
MPH,  MBA  or  equivalent.  Send  resume 
and  salary  requirement  to  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  FCHC,  16  Haviland  St,  Boston, 
MA  02115. _ (32) 
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PRODUCTION  MANAGER 

Growing  Cambridge  type  shop  seeks 
person  to  supervise  workflow,  maintain 
quality,  and  keyboard  when  necessary. 
2  years  CG  editwriter  experience  and  6 
mos  managing  exp  pref  Must  work  well 
with  people,  be  detail-oriented,  be  a 
good  juggler.  Full-time.  Call  Mark  or 
Sue.  661-6978. 1-5  pm. _ (31) 

FULL  TIME  PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Request  application  instructions  from 
LGCS.  124  W  Lake,  Minneapolis.  MN 
55408,  (612)  827-5614  People  of  color 
encouraged  to  apply.  (34) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

2-3  br  apt/hse  Bos  North  to  1 28.  near  93. 
wanted  by  2  prof  Gay  women.  Reliable 
tenants,  steady  jobs.  Prefer  Wakefield 
area.  (617)682-5571  (31) 

WAYLAND 

2  LF.  1  child  seeking  2  BR  apt  or  house 
rental  in  Wayland  area  —  immediately! 
Call  1-653-0089  after  6. _ (31) 

ROOMS  FOR  RENT 

FURNISHED  ROOMS 

Renovated  rooming  house  in  South  End 
seeking  working,  responsible  tenants. 
Rooms  are  large,  have  small  kitchen 
unit,  and  very  clean.  Share  bath  in  hall. 
Laundry  in  Basement.  Yard  for  common 
use.  $50-85/wk.  542-2137. _ (34) 

WANTED _ 

SUBJECTS  NEEDED 
Males,  20  or  older,  to  participate  in  Bos¬ 
ton  Univ  study  of  personality,  sexuality 
and  fat  metabolism.  $10  pay  and  break¬ 
fast  for  90  min.  Results  will  be  shared. 
Confidentiality  assured.  Peter  J.  Sny¬ 
der  (617)24^5485.  _  (32) 


APARTMENTS _ 

IF  IT’S  YOUR  TURN  TO  ENJOY 
Lux  living  and  want  the  most  for  your 
money  consider  this  2/3  bd  3ro  fl 
condo  w /  many  xtras.  Garage  pool  w/d. 
$810.  324-3790,729-0938  (32) 

Summer  sublet  in  Cambridge  avail  for 
June/July  &  August.  Sunny,  spacious  2 
bdrm  Apt  $550/mo.  354-5441  Betsy  or 
Berit. _ jc) 

Boston,  South  End.  Mass  Ave  1  bdrm, 
htd,  no  pets,  $425/mo.  426-5016.  (31) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). _ 

RESORTS 


Stable  Bunkhouse  Box  606,  Wilming¬ 
ton,  VT  05363.  Phil  (802)  464-3932.  Just 
a  bunk  or  room/B  apt  or  house.  Night, 
weeknd.  week,  mnth  or  season.  (33) 


BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport  this  win¬ 
ter!  Cozy  rooms  have  antiques  &  flow¬ 
ers.  Come,  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc.Jncbrkft  (401)849  7645.  (32) 

SERVICES 


**  TAX  TAMER"  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms.  4  years  pro  experience  gay  owned 
&  operated.  436-2583.  (29) 

HOLISTIC  THERAPY/HYPNOSIS 
For  self-improvement  relaxation  & 
habit  control.  Also  on-going  therapy 
group  for  men.  Located  in  Central 
Square  Cambridge.  Jim  O'Brien 
576-2114.  (29) 

GAY  MEN'S  WEEKEND 
Feb  24,  25.  26  weekend  workshop  in  the 
country  to  explore  &  clarify  what  being 
gay  men  means  collectively  &  individ¬ 
ually.  Call  Francis  628-6988. 

INTERIOR  PAINTING 
Wallpapering,  general  renovations,  top 
quality  workmanship,  free  estimates. 
Tom  or  Dave  evenings  723-3641.  (26) 

COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves.  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS.  (20) 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  825-0538 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGEl 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an| 
Anarchist). 


Beautiful,  understanding  Virgo  who 
loves  the  finest  things  of  life.  My  turn¬ 
ons  are  basketball,  walking  on  the 
beach,  soft  music  and  women,  and  my 
turn-offs  are  vegetables.  My  friends 
call  my  Blakie.  I'm  looking  for  a 
woman  who  would  like  to  enjoy  life  at  | 
its  best.  Regenia  PRATHER,  W-15744, 
Harrison  B-723,  Frontera  CA  91720. 

I  wrote  you  before  about  placing  my 
name  in  your  paper,  but  forgot  to  give 
you  some  exciting  facts  about  myself  to 
interest  the  writer.  Well  here  they  are.  At¬ 
tractive,  unshockable,  interesting  and  af¬ 
fectionate  29  year  old  female,  down  and 
would  love  to  hear  from  people  out  there 
in  the  free  world.  Needs  someone  to 
keep  my  hopes  up  and  spirits  high.  I'm 
single  too!  Sandra  ADAMS,  LB-302 
W- 19432,  Frontera  CA  91720. 
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GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Fl.,  Boston.  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


Looking  for  TVs  and  TSs  to  write  to.  I 
I  am  over  6  feet  tall  and  a  very  lovable 
|  man.  Any  age  welcome.  James  CAN¬ 
NON,  PO  Box  129759,  C-1-5/1, 

|  Reidsville  GA  30499.  _ 

GBM  would  like  to  correspond  with 
other  sincere  Gay  males.  I  know  there 
is  other  lonely  gays  out  there  looking 
for  a  friend.  Let’s  get  together.  Joseph 
WALLACE,  21368,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City  MO  65102. 


Warm  sensitive  man  would  like  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  other  people.  Race, 
religion  and  sexual  life  style  no  pro¬ 
blem,  for  I  feel  we  are  all  created  equal 
Tony  CREWS,  41035,  Box  900,  Jeffer- 
son  City  MO  65102. 


I  have  been  very  happy  to  receive  your 
Gay  Community  News  and  would  like 
to  ask  to  be  put  on  you  mailing  list  for 
making  friends,  as  people  seem  to 
forget  you  exist  in  this  place.  Thank 
you  deeply  for  your  consideration  and 
help.  It  is  surprising  to  me  that  people 
do  care.  Michael  HOLLON,  PO  Box  41, 
8210,  Michigan  City  IN  46360. _ 

Semi  professional  body  builder 
wishes  to  correspond  with  and  meet 
knowledgeable  and  caring  men  to 
share  thoughts.  I  enjoy  sports  and  like 
to  spend  hours  on  the  beach.  Garry 
SKELTON,  025838,  Box  1100,  Avon 
Park  FL  33825. _ 

I’m  a  black  female  impersonator,  very 
pretty  and  extremely  sexy.  I’m  called 
Teena  by  every  one  here,  even  the 
guards  (smile).  Would  like  to  ex¬ 
change  photos.  Ms.  Teena  GILES, 
168-942,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


WHITING  PRISONERS 

Most  prisoners  do  not  have  the  opportunity  to 
earn  money,  especially  the  gay  ones  who  may  be 
in  protective  custody  (isolation)  and  without  all 
the  “privileges''  ot  the  general  population  (in¬ 
side),  so  they  may  not  have  money  lor  postage 
and  paper,  lor  example,  or  not  enough  to  write 
immediately  to  everyone  il  they  get  a  lot  ot 
responses:  that  is,  do  not  think  not  getting  a 
response  necessarily  means  a  lack  ot  interest. 
Sometimes  it's  just  a  lack  ot  resources. 


They  still  have  Dave  and  I  separated.  The 
sergeant  tried  to  bribe  me  that  if  I  would 
snitch  to  the  guards  about  what  was  going 
on  around  here  they  would  put  us  back  to 
gether  again,  but  I  refused  because  then  I 
would  only  be  defeating  the  purpose  of 
all  our  opposition  to  the  administration 
here.  I  have  faith  that  before  all  this  is 
over  we  ll  be  back  together  again.  Please 
run  this  ad  for  me.  Sagittarius  in  need  of 
moral  support  from  the  outside  from  peo 
pie  that  are  serious  but  optimistic.  Pic 
lures  are  always  nice,  but  not  necessary 
Ricky  MADDIX,  39404,  Box  900- 5C,  jet- 
ferson  City  MO  65102. 
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Now  they  have  moved  me  to  a  place 
where  I  can  wheel  myself  around  in 
my  wheelchair  without  having  to  worry 
about  the  police  guards  anymore.  I'd 
like  so  much  to  have  a  lover  to  trust 
and  write  our  ideas  to  each  other 
together.  I  like  country  music  and 
science  fiction  too.  Jona  F. 
SCHWEINOF,  33521  Otto  St.,  Fraser  | 
Ml  49204. _ 

I’d  like  someone  to  write  to  who's  in¬ 
terested  in  NAMBLA  and  Gay  Rights. 
Have  strong  sexual  beliefs  and  outgo¬ 
ing  personality.  Please  write  Gary  W. 
TEER,  32989/A139,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  | 
66043. 

Lost  and  lonely,  scared  and  sad  ver¬ 
satile  male  seeking  correspondence 
with  sincere  understanding  and 
lovable  TV-TS  drag  queen  and  she 
l  males.  I  am  French  and  Italian  and  to 
say  the  least  very  sensitive  and  for 
real.  Robert  (Bunny)  BARRETT, 
76C197,  Box  367,  Dannemora  NY 
12929. 

Creative  and  handsome  (and  lonely) 
man  looking  for  a  friend.  No  games 
please.  (People  on  the  outside  play 
games  too,  you  know).  Please  write 
Tony  EDEN,  158-960,  PO  Box  69,  Lon- 
don  OH  43140. 

Bi  Scorpio  seeking  correspondence 
with  TVs  or  ferns  who  will  care  and 
share  with  one  who's  lonely.  Send 
photo  if  you  can.  George  WARWICK, 
81 A-4939,  135  State  St.  Auburn  NY 
13021. 

You  said  to  let  you  know  if  I  wanted  to 
run  my  penpal  ad  again.  Well.  I  heard 
from  several  people,  but  only  once.  I 
guess  people  on  the  outside  don't  think 
it  s  a  ripoff  of  prisoners  (they're  so  busy 
being  worried  about  being  ripped  off 
themselves!)  to  |ust  drop  us  like  that.  Will 
you  please  give  my  ad  another  try.  Do 
you  have  any  idea  when  my  story  of 
prison  rape  will  In*  run/  Alvin  HUMMEL. 
021558,  PO  Box  316,  Ft  Madison  IA  | 
52627. 

Myself.  I  really  don't  understand  people 
who  degrade  other  people  when  it  really 
isn't  any  of  their  concern.  Hopefully  in 
time  this  discrimination  will  pass.  Things 
have  to  get  better.  I'd  really  appreciate  it 
if  you'd  be  able  to  find  someone  who'd 
like  to  write  me.  Thanks.  David  RIEFLE, 
45858,  Box  900-5C,  Jefferson  City  MO 
65102. 
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Single  male,  physically  and  mentally  | 
[  together  and  truly  interested  in  ■ 
sincere  companionship.  Race,  age  no  I 
preference.  Randy  FAIRLY,  PO  Box  [ 
C-52864,  Tamal  CA  94974, _ 

You  don't  know  me  but  I  was  sentenc- 1 
ed  to  die  in  the  electric  chair.  I  really 
need  people  to  write  to  because  I  am 
so  lonesome  in  this  5  by  8  cell,  seven 
days  a  week,  waiting  to  die.  Charles 
BRACEWELL,  Rt.2,  Box  37,  Holman 
Station  AL  36503. _ 

I’m  writing  from  prison  in  Florida.  I 
would  very  much  appreciate  my  name  I 
and  address  being  placed  in  your 
paper.  I  hope  to  find  pwople  to  corres-  | 
pond  with.  Gary  GUNTER,  070400,  Box  [ 
1100,  Avon  Park  FL  33825 _ 

I  like  to  read  and  play  football  and  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  TVs,  Qs,  or 
anyone  with  honest  heart.  Will  answer  | 
all.  Am  gay.  Michael  DOWNS, 
A-068308.  Box  158,  Lowell  FL  32663 
I’m  a  very  lonely  prisoner  in  need  of  a 
long  time  friend.  Blond  hair  and  very  [ 
sexy  blue  eyes.  Larry  ARNOTT, 
318881,  Rt  11,  Ellis  Unit  H-18-2-1 1.  | 
Huntsville  TX  77343. _ 

Lonesome  black  male  Virgo  been 
down  awhile,  getting  out  soon,  look¬ 
ing  for  some  friendship  and  open  for  | 
more.  Please  send  SASE,  Maurice 
SMITH,  C-13874,  L-117,  Box  2000, 
Vacaville  CA  95696. _ 

I  wish  to  correspond  with  other  gay 
men.  My  interests  are  music,  dancing, 
reading  and  body  building.  Jimmy 
HANNUS,  170-011,  Box  57,  Marion  OH 
I  43302. 
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Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is  _ _ Address _ 

City _ State  :  Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 

25  weeks  $1 7.00  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations,  „ 

which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


